Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT

ST JOSEPH'S CLUB
ON THURSDAY 5TH JUNE 2014
PRESENT: Councillors; S Perry, A Crompton, P Duke, M Evans, G France, M France, 
S Grime, D Hardy, D Metcalfe, R Ogilvie and A Perry.
Also in attendance; one member of the public and Mr. B Golding

	14.68
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors C France, C Howard and K Jones.


	14.69
	MEMBERSHIP
There were no changes to report.

Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 

The Chair expressed congratulations, on behalf of the Council, to Councillors G France and M France on their recent success in the local elections, both had been elected to Chorley Borough Council.



	14.70
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th May having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to the following amendments:
(14.58) comma to replace coma.
(14.59) last sentence to read….as had been previously reported.

(14.64) to read Councillor Evans…..took no part in the following item.

(14.66) to read …4 tree on Railway Park had regrettably been sawn.

(14.66) to read …at Lodge Bank when someone…

(14.66) to read …same site was full and needed emptying.

(14.68) to read…5th June
Proposed G France
Seconded R Ogilvie 
Carried unanimously
The Council confirmed the accuracy of the AGM minutes held on the 8th May.



	14.71
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The Clerk reported that County Councillor Snape had identified the possibility of the Police and Crime Commissioner attending a meeting of the Parish Council, it was unanimously agreed that he should be invited to attend a future meeting.

The Clerk provided an update on contact with the police regarding the issues raised at the previous meeting. The Chair opened the meeting to the public, Mr G Walker who was in attendance stated his disappointment that immediately following the previous meeting a member of the Council had contacted the individual who was being complained about, this had led to irate phone calls and a loss of faith in the workings of the council. Mr Walker stated he had lodged a complaint with the Parish and Town Councils as a result. Mr Walker continued to outline the work and limitations of the PCSO's for the area and indicated he had also involved the MP.

Mr Walker had also submitted a Freedom of Information request to the police about the frequency of patrols in the Abbey Village area, he had been informed this type of information was not available.

The Clerk and Councillor G France explained the possibility of utilising the 'speed trailer' recently obtained by Wheelton Parish Council. The Council considered the possibility, expressed their dissatisfaction with the fact that a SPID was not yet available for sole use by the Council and agreed unanimously that a SPID be purchased for use as soon as possible.

The Chair reminded Councillors that 'copy' would be needed for the next newsletter at the next meeting although the Chair's report to the AGM would form the main body of this issue.

The Council asked about progress with the repairs to the bus shelter in Abbey Village and were advised this now just needed painting.

The Lengthsmen now had details of the poppy planters which should be in place by the next meeting.

It was reported that the bin at Phyllis Moss gardens had now been emptied.



	14.72
	ACCOUNTS
The Council received and noted the statement of accounts for 2013/2014 as presented.

The accounts would now be submitted for formal audit.
Proposed D Metcalfe

Seconded G France

Carried unanimously



	14.73
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor M France reported on issues she had encountered since election and referred to;

The planning application for Withnell Fold Primary School (which was for consideration later on the agenda).
The work of the Eastern Parishes Committee (Pennine/Wheelton & Withnell, Brindle & Hoghton) which included; heritage signage/footpath signage for which £1 000.00 had been allocate, the plan work on the footpath extension at Coronation Hospital ( Councillor Metcalfe agreed to provide an update later on the agenda) and the plans for footpath repairs at Monks Drive/Higher Bank Street.
Councillor France reported that a new Chair would be needed for the Eastern Parishes Committee.



	14.74
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in May

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold, Withnell Mill.

General repairs/Maintenance

Bus shelter Abbey Village

Drainage
Withnell Mill and Dole Lane

Grass cutting/Strimming
Dole Lane benches, Lower Bank street, Higher Bank Street, Withnell Fold Old Road.

Clearing leaves & weeds

Nil.

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Hedgerow Laying/planting

Conservation projects
Nil.

Public Rights of Way Improvement
Withnell Fold Old Road footpath hedge cut.

Boardwalk Lodge Bank

Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil.

Other
Bus shelter cleaning.
Councillor Ogilvie reported that the footpath at Withnell Fold Old Road/Sandringham Drive was presently closed but there were no diversion signs in place. It was agreed to request provision of signage.


	14.75
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the previous meeting included;

Letter from Alec Price re Withnell Fold Old Road- It was confirmed that the section of Withnell Fold Old Road referred to in Mr Price's letter was un-adopted but would be queried with the County Council who maintained footpaths as well as roads.
Chorley and District Carnival info

Chorley 3 Tier Forum- It was agreed that the Chairman Councillor S Perry would attend on behalf of the Council.


	14.76
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
Councillor Grime reported that Mr Cox of Withnell Anglers had enquired about the possibility of a grant to support a competition between the local schools. The request for support with the prizes couldn't be supported but with more information the Council would be sympathetic towards an application for the provision of equipment.

	14.77
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Applications

The Coach House

Chorley Road

Erection of Double Garage (previously approved) & Incorporation of a basement

Rear of 56 School Lane

Brinscall

Erection of 5 2 bed affordable dwellings

The Boundary Chorley Road

Erection of single storey front extension

16 Thirlmere Drive

Erection of a roof extension to create gable

3 Ollerton Barn, Ollerton Lane

Demolition of conservatory, erection of two single story rear extensions, a two storey side extension and conversion of garage to form office

Withnell Fold Primary School

Extension of floor space



	
	Permission

nil

Refusal

nil

Withdrawal

nil

Tree Preservation Orders/Tree Works

nil

Amendments

nil

The Council were provided with details of the objections raised by the local residents in Withnell Fold which included the design and use of the proposed building and the lack of consultation on the plans although the application stated consultation had occurred. Due to the number of objections from the residents the County Council had deferred decision for a further month until their July meeting
Councillor Metcalfe declared an interest in the matter and explained the plans for the use of the extension which would not increase the number on roll of the school but would provide room to support vulnerable children and those with special needs by providing a breakout room to facilitate intervention work with them. At present the school had no such facility and this work was undertaken in the classroom which impacted on the privacy and dignity of the pupils.
The Council determined to remain neutral on the application as there were benefits and disadvantages for the whole and wider community.



	14.78
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES

Councillor G France reported on the poor state of the path adjacent to the Goit near to the concrete bridge/sluice gate. As the path was part of the Lancashire Bridle way it was anticipated that the County Council would have responsibility for maintenance.
Councillor Evans reported that a local resident had complained regarding the verge grass cutting which had occurred twice recently. Councillor Evans also reported on progress with speeding traffic in and around Abbey Village which County Councillor Snape was now involved with.
Councillor Ogilvie reported on the poor state of the road surface on Sandy Lane, the issue would be reported via the County Council web site.



	14.79
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed P Duke
Seconded G France 
Carried unanimously


	14.80 
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was arranged for 7.30pm on 3rd July at St John's Primary School.
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