Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT ST.JOHN’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

ON THURSDAY 15TH JANUARY 2015
PRESENT: Councillors; S Perry, A Crompton, M Evans, S Grime, D Hardy,

C Howard, D Metcalfe, R Ogilvie and A Perry.
Also in attendance; Mr. B Golding

	15.01
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors P Duke, C France, G France, M France and K Jones.


	15.02
	MEMBERSHIP
There were no changes to report.

Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 



	15.03
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th December having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to the following amendments:
(14.148 (14.126)) deletion of n

(14.148 (14.126)) to read …The Farmhouse was ..
(14.148 (14.142)) to read  digger
(14.149) to read  leaves
(14.149) to read….85% of the average …

(14.150) to read.. the newsletter for the next meeting

(14.152) correct spelling of Phyllis

(14.155) to read ….the tree by the War Memorial

(14.155) to read… Councillor Grime regarding …
Proposed S Grime
Seconded A Perry 
Carried unanimously



	15.04
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Metcalfe reported that now work had yet commenced on the footpath from the bus stop. There was significant correspondence between the Borough Council and the County Council but no work yet.
The Clerk reported the Spid had been received and would be operational once, discussions with LCC had taken place and the Lengthsmen had been kitted out with the appropriate equipment.
Councillor Perry reported on the meeting held the previous evening at which around 60 had attended. Mr Flood had provided a question and answer session on the 700plus page planning application submitted by Armstrong’s for the extension of Brinscall Quarry. Residents had been encouraged to make individual objections to LCC by 26th January. It was clarified that Armstrong’s already had ownership and permission for the land and the overall site was 1.85 hectares. This application was due to the nature of the legislation imposed on mineral extraction. Residents in Abbey Village had been encouraged to report issues of disruption on the road
Councillor Perry provided an update on the planning applications around Brinscall Hall Farm. A site visit had been held the previous day with 7 Councillors and 3 Officers. Both sites had been visited but any interaction between residents and members of the Committee had been limited by the Officers. The Development Control Committee were to meet the following Tuesday to consider the application for 6 dwellings, the application for the agricultural workers dwelling had been deferred. Councillor Howard had registered to speak at the Development Control Committee meeting.
Councillor Grime reported that the issues with the van parked on School Lane had been resolved, the A board advertising the Cafe had also been removed. Issues relating to refuse bins were discussed it was confirmed that Chorley Borough Council would remove them if the matter was brought to their attention.


	15.05
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor M France had provided a written report which made reference to;
Hot topics at Chorley Borough Council continue to be the same - the Gypsy, Traveller's and Travelling Show people Preferred Site is once again open for consultation, because of a minor issue raised by the National Planners. This has to be resolved or the Emerging Chorley Local Plan cannot be fully completed and actioned.

Phase two of Market Walk
Unitary Status

Electing new Mayor for 2015/16

Locally, planning issues have been important this month, especially the Brinscall Quarry extension which is now before LCC, and the Dick Lane issue which is ongoing.

The application for SSSI for the West Pennine Moors is going ahead, but has not been formally submitted.

Abbey Village Playground - due to be repaired and improved in 2016/17 – Councillor France was trying to get this given some priority – also the issue of rubbish piled up behind high metal fencing on rear boundary - Enforcement Officers aware.

Fly tipping - reported child's scooter in tree overhanging the Lodge, and dumped TV and duvet in backs off Railway Rd, behind barber's shop.

Grit bins- reported grit bin on corner of Parke Rd/ School Lane empty of grit but containing waste water and dog poo. Councillor France had asked for it to be cleaned and refilled- and for a dog bin if there is room for one in this area to avoid a recurrence.

Enforcement issue- noise reported from Wood yard on Railway Road - after 7pm including sound of warning alarms of reversing low-loaders / forklift trucks close to nearby property on Mount Pleasant.

Public Footpath between Hilltop Farm and driveway of Oak Royal Golf course, in slippery and dangerous state - the lengthsmen were asked to deal with this as only 2-3 metres long.

New BT Openreach cabinet on Churchill Rd - owners of property not informed about this new installation on the old telephone exchange site.


	15.06
	NEWSLETTER

The Chairman and the Clerk had prepared the newsletter. Councillor Evans reminded the Council of the agreement to consult on allotment provision, it was agreed with this amendment that the newsletter be published and put in the local shops and posted online.


	15.07
	BUDGET.

The Council considered the available budget options. It was agreed to maintain the present precept for the 7th year running but to include the additional costs incurred by utilising the Speed indicator device and the Local Government pay award form within existing expenditure limits. These proposals were agreed.
Proposed D Metcalfe

Seconded C Howard

Carried with one abstention

The Council then formally adopted the budget as presented.

Proposed C Howard

Seconded D Metcalfe

Cried with one abstention



	15.08
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in December

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold, Withnell Mill, 
General repairs/Maintenance

Repairs to Christmas tree lights
Drainage
Withnell Mill

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Nil

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Bulb planting Brinscall/Abbey Village
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil
Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil.

Other
Trip to Wigan/fixing Christmas Trees and lights.
Thanks were expressed to the Lengthsmen for their work.

Councillor Metcalfe reported that stone had been laid on the continuation of Withnell Fold Old Road.

Councillor Grime enquired about the planting in the boxes adjacent to the War Memorials. Councillor Hardy explained that the wooden crosses had all now been moved to the outside of the boxes to allow the bulbs to sprout freely.


	15.09
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the previous meeting included;

Information regarding the Chorley Grand Prix elite cycle race.


	15.10
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
There were no applications for grants.


	15.11
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications

Brinscall Quarry Extension

Permission

nil

Refusal

nil

Withdrawal

nil

Tree Preservation Orders/Tree Works

10 Millwood Close

Remove branch

Amendments

Brinscall Hall Farm 6 dwellings

Deletion of electric entrance

Bin stores to be within each property, original bin store to be used as storage, deletion of garage building, highways amendments for passing places

The Council considered the information available regarding the Brinscall Quarry extension. It was confirmed that objections would need to be based on those permitted. Following a lengthy discussion the Council confirmed the following objection be submitted. The Parish Council believe that there is no commercial need for the stone detailed in the application, there are sufficient alternative sources at Bury -Fletcher Bank and a site in Derbyshire. The Council believe the low grade material to be quarried first is not needed and that the applicants own reports indicate a significant scarring to the landscape which is disproportionate to the loss of amenity for hundreds of residents.

It was agreed that should further grounds for objection come to light that a further submission to the County Council be made.

The Chairman reported a journalist from the Chorley Guardian had shown interest in the application, it was confirmed that they be directed to Mr Flood as the leader of the pressure group against the quarry extension for information.



	15.12
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES

Councillor Howard requested that the grit bin at Withnell Fold and elsewhere in the Parish be refilled.
Councillor Grime enquired what had happened with regard to the fenced off land at Fellstone Vale. It was reported this was with the enforcement officer but that the house number would be a useful means of checking any planning application for the plot. The Chair agreed to provide this to the Clerk.

Councillor Grime reported that an application for change of use of an upstairs room at Nature Trail nursery had recently been submitted, the application was for change of use to allow for Saturday afternoon children’s parties.
Councillor Evans reported that with the help of County Councillor K Snape LCC were to site a permanent speed indicator device on the section of the A675 north of Abbey Village. Councillor Evans would be involved in selecting the appropriate site.
Councillor A Perry enquired about a fenced off field along Harbour Lane, Councillor Metcalfe explained this had been there for some time and was to allow access to a lower field.
Councillor Hardy reported potholes on Dole Lane, it was confirmed these were amongst a number reported to LCC recently and should be filled soon.
Councillor Crompton enquired about gritting arrangements it was confirmed that all the bus routes were routinely gritted when inclement weather was predicted, recently some of the side roads had also been gritted although this was not always possible.



	15.13
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed R Ogilvie 
Seconded C Howard
Carried unanimously


	15.14
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was arranged for 7.30pm on 5th February at St Joseph’s Primary School.
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