Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT

ABBEY VILLAGE PRIMARY SCHOOL ON 12TH MAY 2016

PRESENT: Councillors; S Perry, P Duke M Evans, C France, G France, M France, 

R Flood, S Grime, D Hardy, R Ogilvie and A Perry

Also in attendance; Mr. B Golding.

	16.50
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor A Crompton, K Jones and C Howard.


	16.51
	MEMBERSHIP

Following the recent uncontested election fourteen Councillors had been nominated and duly elected to office for a four year term of office.
Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 



	16.51
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 7th April having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to  amendments at;
16.41 to read ..Withnell Fold Tennis Club

16.42 correct spelling of Veolia

.
Proposed R Flood 

Seconded S Grime 
Carried unanimously



	16.52
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
The footpath at Lodge Bank had been repaired. There was a discussion about the use of chicken wire or an alternative slip prevention method such as mineral felt or an alternative non slip surface. Chorley Borough were to build another walkway along the Goit, Councillor France agreed to request that an alternative surface be used when this new path was built.

There was a further discussion on any liability ensuing from a fall or trip on public footpaths. It was clarified that the owner of the land is responsible, that negligence would need to be established as would causation. It was agreed to contact United Utilities as the land owner to raise the potential problems. It was also suggested that the Rivington & Brinscall Local Advisory Group be asked to discuss the issues with United Utilities. It was subsequently reported that this Group may be being disbanded as the County Council could no longer provide the administrative support.
Progress with Abbey Village Play Area (The Croft) was provided. The Chair reported on local feedback about the work and subsequent comments about the equipment including how good it was. Signs for the trim trail were still outstanding.
More seating was required, it was understood that Lynsey Blackstock had some picnic benches available.

The footpath at the baths had been repaired with stone.
The ‘rocker’ removed from Lodge Bank Play Area was still being repaired.

The possibility of the bus service currently terminating at the Hare and Hounds continuing to the Motorway roundabout and then turning around was suggested. Councillor France agreed to raise the suggestion with the Borough Council who were subsidising the service.

The arrangements for the James Miller Service were still to be finalised.

The floral displays at the War memorials had been praised, wall flowers had now been purchased. Plants for St Paul’s and poppies for Abbey Village were in hand. Withnell Fold had no boxes so would need a different solution.

The objection to the application at Lake View had been too late for submission.

It was reported that Dr Jones was to finish at the end of May after 16 years of service. No replacement had been appointed as yet. Dr Jones would continue to work 2 days a week until September. The practice would continue to try and recruit a replacement.

The work in the field along Harbour lane had been looked into by the Borough, it had been established there was no new gate but the ownership of the field was unclear.


	16.53
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor M France provided a report and referred to;
The significant improvements at Abbey Village Play Area.
Parking enforcement was happening in Wheelton but the Parish Council had not signed up to it.
Wildflower planting was in hand for Withnell Fold Millennium Green and the embankment close to the M65 junction. The possibility of the area along Railway Road in front of the wood yard was also suggested. 
A report on Brinscall Lodge was in the process of being produced.

Lancashire County Council were to tarmac a section of Withnell Fold Old Road as a footpath.

Residents’ concerns about the future of St Luke’s and possible development were explained.
The school bus pass saga continued with St Michael’s being designated the nearest school with Albany the next nearest.

The availability of senior bus passes and medical conditions was raised by Councillor C France. It was difficult for assessment and the impact of the withdrawal of the pass on other vulnerable groups would be significant.
Work continued on dealing with empty properties. It was explained that it would be beneficial if local residents were to make a statement about the impact on them.

Both Borough Councillors had £250 grant funding available for distribution.

Following the boundary changes a new County Councillor would be elected the following year to the new County Council ward. The Council praised the work of County Councillor Kim Snape who was presently covering the large ward which was being split.

Councillor G France reported that the ditch in front of the MUGA was to become a French drain. The ditch would be filled with stone.
Councillor C France reported that the Borough continued to pursue the A&E closure at Chorley Hospital.

The Children’s Centre at the ‘Top Club’ was to be closed by the County Council.
The plans to close the post office in Chorley were discussed. 
The likelihood of the Rivington and Brinscall Advisory Group being disbanded due to lack of secretarial support would be discussed with the Borough to see if they could provide the necessary administrative support.



	16.54
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in April

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold

General repairs/Maintenance

Footpath to rear of swimming baths
Drainage
Dole Lane

Grass cutting/Strimming
Railway Park, Dole Lane

Clearing leaves & weeds

Nil

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil

Public Rights of Way Improvement
Footpath Brinscall baths

Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Flags War memorial

It was agreed to purchase additional back plates for the Spid so the alternative sites could be utilised.
Proposed D Hardy

Seconded R Flood

Carried unanimously


	16.55
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the previous meeting included;

E Mail form Mr A Snowden re comments in minutes-The Clerk read Mr Snowden’s email to the Council. The Council noted the comments and agreed the minutes were a true reflection of what had occurred.
Chorley Borough Taxi survey invite for expression of views. There was a discussion on the variation in charges levied for journeys. It was suggested that taxi tariffs should be clearly displayed in vehicles. Councillor G France agreed to raise this issue.
Un-contested election result

Parking restriction Bury Lane

Electoral Review of Lancashire –Final outcome



	16.56
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
There were no applications for grants


	16.57
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications since the last meeting included;

PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

Applications

8 East View Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BZ

Ref. No: 16/00003/FULHH | Received: Mon 04 Jan 2016 | Validated: Mon 04 Jan 2016 | Status: Full Planning Permission

Erection of single storey side extension, canopy, detached garage and works to garden levels
Stanworth Farm Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BP

Ref. No: 15/01254/MNMA | Received: Wed 23 Dec 2015 | Validated: Thu 07 Jan 2016 | Status: Approval of Minor Non-Material Amendment

Application for a non-material amendment to planning permission granted under ref. 13/00418/FUL and listed building consent granted under ref. 13/00419/LBC (conversion of disused barn into four residential units) involving the introduction of a window to the east elevation.
Withnell Barn Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8ED

Ref. No: 15/01234/FUL | Received: Thu 17 Dec 2015 | Validated: Mon 04 Jan 2016 | Status: Full Planning Permission

Demolition of existing barn and existing residential dwelling and replacement with a single residential dwelling
Withnell Fold Millennium Green Withnell Fold Withnell

Ref. No: 15/01166/FUL | Received: Thu 26 Nov 2015 | Validated: Thu 26 Nov 2015 | Status: Full Planning Permission

Retrospective application for construction of new path, renovation of existing paths and erection of interpretation board on the Millennium Green.
59 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QS

Ref. No: 15/01168/FUL | Received: Thu 26 Nov 2015 | Validated: Fri 04 Dec 2015 | Status: Refusal of Full Planning Permission

Erection of detached store to the rear alleyway. (Retrospective)
Star Paper Mill Moulden Brow Feniscowles Hoghton

Ref. No: 15/00629/NLA | Received: Thu 25 Jun 2015 | Validated: Thu 25 Jun 2015 | Status: No objection to NLA Consultation

Neighbouring local authority consultation relating to an outline planning application with all matters reserved, save for access, for a mixed use development of a maximum of the following: 500 dwellings, 3,224m² of B1a employment use, 9,192m² of B1c employment use, 333m² of A1 commercial use and 1,110m² community building, structural planting, landscaping, informal open space and associated ancillary works (part of the site extends into Chorley Borough)
Permission

2 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AX

Ref. No: 16/00183/TPO | Received: Mon 29 Feb 2016 | Validated: Mon 29 Feb 2016 | Status: Consent for Tree works

20% crown reduction to 1 no. Copper Beech tree covered by Withnell Urban District Council TPO 1 1971
2 Miller Avenue Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DH

Ref. No: 16/00121/FULHH | Received: Wed 10 Feb 2016 | Validated: Wed 10 Feb 2016 | Status: Full Planning Permission

Erection of 2 front dormer windows and insertion of front velux roof light (amendment to planning approval 11/00535/FUL). Erection of 1.8m high wooden gates with associated 2m high brick pillars within the side boundary wall
Cocker's Garage The Forge Lower Bank Street Withnell Chorley PR6 8RY

Ref. No: 16/00092/FUL | Received: Fri 29 Jan 2016 | Validated: Mon 08 Feb 2016 | Status: Full Planning Permission

Section 73 application to vary condition 6 (hours of operation) attached to planning approval reference 97/00239/FUL
Refusal

nil

Withdrawal

nil

Tree Preservation Orders/Tree Works

Lake View Nursing Home Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BG

Ref. No: 16/00154/TPO | Received: Wed 17 Feb 2016 | Validated: Thu 25 Feb 2016 | Status: Consent for Tree works

Removal of 43 trees to be replaced with new planting of predominantly native species of Oak, Beech and small leaf Lime. The new trees will be planted on a minimum of a one for one basis for those trees removed. Details of all trees to be removed are included on the submitted survey plans ref MLD_15114 Tree survey 1 & 2

Amendments

nil



	16.58
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES
Councillor Hardy reported on recent metal theft at St Barnabus Church in Heapey.
Councillor Evans provided an up dated Parish Plan which included amongst future projects plans to continue to improve Abbey Village Play Area and plans to canvas residents about other desirable projects.

Councillor Evans also reported that a job number for the manhole cover on the A675 had been allocated. The number 149665 would be passed to County Councillor K Snape for reference. 

Councillor A Perry raised the issue of cars parking on pavements, there was a discussion regarding the issues caused by vehicles either parking on the pavement or restricting the road width. It was agreed to make reference to the matter in the Summer newsletter.

Councillor Grime reported that the road sign for Dick Lane needed repairing. The sign for Station terrace in Abbey Village also need re fixing.

Councillor Flood queried the 20mph zone around St John’s it was reported that the signs were in operation at school opening and closing times.

Councillor S Perry reminded Councillors that the newsletter would be published in June and would include the Chairs Report and information about the James Miller memorial arrangements. Other information would be welcome.  The Chair suggested a full print and delivery run.

Councillors commented on the significant turnout at the recent election.



	16.59
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed P Duke 
Seconded   R Flood
Carried unanimously


	16.60
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was arranged for 7.30 pm on the 9th June at St John’s and 7th July at Withnell Fold.
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