



WITHNELL PARISH COUNCIL

PARISH PLAN 2016/2017
The Parish is situated about 6km to the north east of Chorley. It covers 1636 hectares, has approximately 3600 inhabitants and 1600 dwellings. Most of the area is farmland. There are about 100 businesses including farms, most of them are fairly small.

Population is centred in four villages; Abbey Village, Brinscall, Withnell and Withnell Fold.
Powers and Functions of the Parish Council; 

The Parish Council is the first tier of local government and the closest to the community they serve. There are some 8,500 Parish and Town Councils in England.

 As a tier of local government they are elected bodies, with discretionary powers and rights laid down by Parliament to represent their communities and provide services for them. All local authorities are constituted in the same way with unpaid Councillors elected by the local government electorate and a Chairman, who must be one of them.

The Parish Council is a body corporate with perpetual succession and a name. It comprises a Chairman, and Councillors. Local Councillors are often referred to as “Members” – for example in the Code of Conduct. The number of Councillors is fixed by the District Council (for Withnell this is 14). A Local Council’s lawful acts, assets and liabilities are its own and not those of its Councillors. 

The Parish Council must act within the law. It can only spend, raise or use money if it has a statutory power to do so, otherwise it acts ultra vires (beyond its powers). Local Councils have a wide range of powers under different acts of Parliament. Most of these powers are discretionary, i.e. the Council may do something, rather than it must do something. The exercise of these powers may be subject to various consents, from, for example, the owner of land or another public body such as the highways authority. Almost all Local Council powers are concurrent with those of the District Council, i.e. the power may be exercised by either the Parish/Town Council or the District Council. 

A Local Council has the unfettered right to raise money by precept (a mandatory demand) on the District Council. The precept required by the Local Council is then collected by the District Council as part of the council tax levied on tax payers in that parish. Local Councils act as a sounding board for local opinion and have important rights of consultation. County and District or Unitary Councils are obliged by law to consult the Local Council on certain matters affecting the parish. 

The range of services and amenities provided by Local Councils varies enormously. In Withnell we provide some public seats and notice boards and play an important role in maintaining and improving local services and facilities by lobbying Chorley Borough or Lancashire County Councils, we support local voluntary organisations and activities and influence and lobby on local development. 

There are certain obligations which by law a Local Council must fulfil. For example: 

a. It must hold an annual meeting; 

b. It must hold at least three other meetings a year; (we hold 11 in Withnell)

c. It must appoint such officers as it believes necessary for the proper discharge of its functions (this may be a Councillor unpaid, but in common practice is a Clerk and/or Treasurer); 

d. It must make Standing Orders for the supply of goods and services to the Council. 

The arrangements for meetings and proceedings of Local Councils are set out in Part II of Schedule 12 to the Local Government Act 1972, as supplemented by any standing orders adopted by a council.

PARISH COUNCIL OBJECTIVES
To serve the people of Withnell by;
· Improving The Quality Of Life For Local Residents

· Preserving the rural nature of the Parish

· Conserving the environment with regard to climate change

· Reducing crime and anti social behaviour

· Encouraging business and jobs into the area

· Promoting road safety

· Looking after the interests of young people, children and the elderly

· Running the Parish Council in a cost effective manner

ONGOING ACTIVITIES
· Parishioners concerns-respond appropriately to the concerns of local people

· Other authorities-work with and influence Lancashire County Council, Chorley Borough Council and others to improve services in the area.

· Newsletter-issue a newsletter 2 times a year

· Lengthsmen-Maintain, repair and tidy Parish as necessary
· Dog Warden-liaise with Chorley Borough to keep dog nuisance to a minimum

· Litter and fly tipping actively discourage

· Police-work with Police (via PACT meeting and neighbourhood watch) to minimise crime and nuisance and to enforce speed limit.

· Highways – work with Lancashire County Council and Chorley Borough Council to ensure roads are properly maintained and improved where appropriate

· Parking-work with Parkwise to enforce parking restrictions(especially at bus stops)

· Planning-review all applications and comment as necessary.

· Grants-set aside a reasonable amount each year to meet applications by local clubs, charities etc.

· Budget-set a budget each year to keep annual precept at a reasonable level having regard to prevailing economic conditions, operate within budget in a cost efficient fashion.

· Outside Bodies to send a representative to meetings of other bodies as appropriate.

PROJECTS 2016/2017

       Speed Indicator device-continue to deploy
       Web site development-continue
 Continue development of Abbey Village play area 

Canvas residents about local projects.
