Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT
WITHNELL FOLD METHODIST CHURCH
ON 7th JUNE 2018
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Crompton, M Evans, C France, G France, Dr M France S Grime, D Hardy, C Howard, R Ogilvie, A Perry and S Perry
Also in attendance Mr. B Golding.

Councillor Flood welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked the Council for his appointment as Chair. Councillor Flood thanked Councillor Perry for his time and effort during his eight years as Chairman.

	18.51
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors P Duke and K Jones.


	18.52
	MEMBERSHIP

There were no changes to report.
Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 



	18.53
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th May having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to amendments at;
(18.42) to read… The Clean Up Day had been very successful with over 20 involved. Regrettably, a local resident had decided to voice personal views via the Chorley Borough Facebook page of their perceptions of some people involved in the litter pick. The post had not been accurate and had subsequently been removed. The Chair reported how sad he was that someone had thought to sour an otherwise successful day with this type of post.
 Proposed S Perry
Seconded S Grime
Carried unanimously
The AGM minutes were amended and would be formally approved at the next AGM.



	18.54
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
(18.48) Councillor Grime thanked those involved in getting the “Snake gate” entrance to Lodge Bank repaired.

(18.42) The bench on Railway Road near to the phone box was in need of repairs.

(18.42) (18.36) The Millennium Green Trust had also advised separately regarding the brambles at Withnell Fold Millennium green offering the same advice
 the Borough. The same issue had arisen at the Memorial Gardens. The Lengthsmen would be asked to look at the problem and resolve if possible. It was clarified that the Millennium Green Trust had said the brambles were good for wildlife and just needed cutting back or pulling up. To pull the brambles up in the memorial gardens it would help if they were sprayed first. 

(18.42) (18.33) Councillor Flood reported that he had previously been approached by colleagues from Active Nation regarding the bench at Lodge Bank. They had offered to pay for the bench, which had previously been discussed. There was space for two benches as two had been removed due to their condition some years previously. It was agreed that the bench should be in keeping with others around the Lodge and have a backrest. There was a discussion on the availability of benches generally, as the area was well used by locals and visitors.
(18.42) The re-instatement of the double yellow lines on School Lane was taking a lot of time, Councillor Dr M France agreed to write to the Highways Department requesting thee reinstatement as soon as possible.
(18.45) An explanation of the communication with Rt. Hon Sir Lindsey Hoyle regarding correspondence from a resident regarding the company Wiggins Teape was provided.
(18.47) Councillors discussed the application for a Children’s Home in a property on Railway Road. The site of the property was confirmed. Councillor C France explained the application was likely to be taken as a delegated decision. Councillors discussed the availability of appropriate services.

(18.48) Councillor Evans reported he was requesting Biffa to strim the area of tall grass at the entrance to the Biffa site.


	18.55
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor Dr M France provided a verbal report and referred to;
An incident allegedly involving pupils
 form the White House on Friday 25th May during which youths had thrown rocks at vehicles on the A674 and damage to 14 windows at Withnell Fold Methodist Church had occurred. It was understood there had been a change of policy at the school. Councillor Dr M France had written to the police about contacting the school.

Councillor C France reported that this had been the first incident in some time and it was understood the Manager had indicated he would pay for the damage.

It was agreed to write to the Manager expressing concern on behalf of residents.

The Borough Councils Enforcement Team were monitoring Woodfold Wood Yard around the issue of importing waste.

The Boroughs Policy for Clean Up days was changing. The Borough would provide and remove a skip but resident groups would need to organise themselves.

Drop kerbs were being installed on Dick Lane.

Problems with the embankment dam at Lodge Bank, which could lead to an uncontrolled breech if flood conditions arose, had been identified. Remedial work identified for the embankment dam, spillway and downstream culvert would take up to 4 months to complete. Tree clearance along the downstream embankment could also take place. The work would involve bringing in and placing hundreds of tons of earth. Discussions were ongoing.
The land at miller Avenue that had been the subject of a recent planning application was now up for sale.

Councillor C France explained the planning process relating to a decision taken by the Borough Council, which had subsequently been appealed successfully with the appellant also receiving an award. The original application was an outline plan, which had been refused on access grounds. There was a discussion on the principles involved.
School Places, 12 families were appealing for places, 7 of these had been given a Secondary school place in Bamber Bridge. The appeals had not been successful. There was a discussion on the school admission process and the availability of places. It was agreed to write to both Rt Hon Lindsey Hoyle MP and County Councillor Andrew Snowden regarding the issue. The parents involved would also be encouraged to write to the MP.
Himalayan Balsam had been reported. There was a discussion around the removal process.
Details of the traffic enforcement undertaken across the Parish was provided. There was a discussion around the parking issues on Bury Lane. It was encouraging that enforcement had taken place.
Councillor France reported that she had responded to an email regarding the availability of defibrillators and identified Abbey Village (as well as Wheelton and Heapey) as an area of need.

Councillor S Perry reported that it was planned for a defibrillator to be sited at the Golden Lion Public House on the A674 Wheelton.

A Housing issue with a vulnerable adult had also been dealt with.

It had been reported that tree work at Brinscall Hall had damaged tree roots, the trees had TPO’s. The Borough’s Tree Officer was investigating the matter. It was reported that a similar issue had occurred with the passing points on Dick Lane, which had resulted in damage to the trees.
Information regarding the silent Soldier Campaign had been received it was agreed to review this at the next meeting.



	  18.56
	ACCOUNTS/AUDIT 2017-2018

The council received and approved a copy of the annual income and expenditure account for 2017/18.

The Council received and approved the statement of accounts for 2017/2018 as presented.

The accounts would now be submitted for formal audit.

Proposed C France
Seconded G France

Carried unanimously



	18.57
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in May

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Withnell Fold, Abbey Village

General repairs/Maintenance

Boardwalk repairs
Drainage
Withnell Fold

Grass cutting/Strimming
Benches Dole Lane

Clearing leaves & weeds

Bus stops, Stone trough Well Lane

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil 

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil

Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil 

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging



	18.58
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the last meeting included;

Astley Hall funding request- It was agreed to send a grant application form for completion.
Brinscall Traffic Enforcement data

Consultation on Community Transport

Iron Man Schedule


	18.59
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
There were no applications for grants.



	18.60
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE LAST MEETING

· Notification of works to trees in a conservation area: Remove 1 willow tree, 2 fruit trees and 2 self-seeded trees from within rear garden. 
 
Abbey Villa Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DA 

Ref. No: 18/00473/TCON | Received: Wed 09 May 2018 | Validated: Wed 09 May 2018 | Status: Awaiting decision 

· Change of use to offices and erection of part single storey part two storey rear extension. Brinscall Plumbing And Building Supplies 17 Hartington Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8RG 

Ref. No: 18/00471/FUL | Received: Tue 08 May 2018 | Validated: Fri 11 May 2018 | Status: Awaiting decision 

· Application for a minor non-material amendment to planning permission 14/00881/FUL (Conversion of redundant barns to form 6 no. dwellings including demolition of livestock building and part of existing barn, construction of rear extension to one barn, extension of existing garage, creation of associated vehicular parking areas and creation of three vehicle passing places (two entirely new and one existing to be improved/enlarged) to remove the proposed parapet to the single storey rear extensions to plots 1 and 2 (existing barn).
· Brinscall Hall Farm Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QL 

Ref. No: 18/00460/MNMA | Received: Fri 04 May 2018 | Validated: Fri 04 May 2018 | Status: Granted 

· Discharge of conditions 5 (site drainage) and 12 (Barn Owl Survey) re 14/00881/FUL - Conversion of redundant barns to form 6 no. dwellings including demolition of livestock building and part of existing barn, construction of rear extension to one barn, extension of existing garage, creation of associated vehicular parking areas and creation of three vehicle passing places (two entirely new and one existing to be improved/enlarged) on Dick Lane.
· Brinscall Hall Farm Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QL 

Ref. No: 18/00456/DIS | Received: Wed 02 May 2018 | Validated: Wed 02 May 2018 | Status: Granted 
· Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (approved plans) attached to planning approval 15/00528/FULMAJ to reposition the shop and office building. 
· Canal Boat Cruises Riley Green Marina Bolton Road Withnell Preston PR5 0SP 

Ref. No: 18/00446/FULMAJ | Received: Tue 01 May 2018 | Validated: Fri 11 May 2018 | Status: Awaiting decision 

· Single storey rear extension 
· 35 Pleasant View Withnell Chorley PR6 8SE 

Ref. No: 18/00428/FULHH | Received: Fri 27 Apr 2018 | Validated: Fri 27 Apr 2018 | Status: Awaiting decision 

· Discharge of Conditions of 15/00528/FULMAJ - Condition 5 (Details of isolation structure of marina), Condition 10 (Biodiversity enhancement) and Condition 11 (Lighting scheme).
· Canal Boat Cruises Riley Green Marina Bolton Road Withnell Preston PR5 0SP 

Ref. No: 18/00386/DIS | Received: Wed 18 Apr 2018 | Validated: Tue 15 May 2018 | Status: Awaiting decision 

· Front and rear dormers; single storey rear extension 
· 24 Thirlmere Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8AY 

Ref. No: 18/00369/FULHH | Received: Sat 14 Apr 2018 | Validated: Wed 25 Apr 2018 | Status: Awaiting decision 

APPROVALS/REFUSALS SINCE LAST MEETING

Application for a minor non-material amendment to planning permission 14/00881/FUL (Conversion of redundant barns to form 6 no. dwellings including demolition of livestock building and part of existing barn, construction of rear extension to one barn, extension of existing garage, creation of associated vehicular parking areas and creation of three vehicle passing places (two entirely new and one existing to be improved/enlarged) to remove the proposed parapet to the single storey rear extensions to plots 1 and 2 (existing barn). 
· Brinscall Hall Farm Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QL 

Ref. No: 18/00460/MNMA | Received: Fri 04 May 2018 | Validated: Fri 04 May 2018 | Status: 
Granted 
Discharge of conditions 5 (site drainage) and 12 (Barn Owl Survey) re 14/00881/FUL - Conversion of redundant barns to form 6 no. dwellings including demolition of livestock building and part of existing barn, construction of rear extension to one barn, extension of existing garage, creation of associated vehicular parking areas and creation of three vehicle passing places (two entirely new and one existing to be improved/enlarged) on Dick Lane.
· Brinscall Hall Farm Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QL Ref. No: 18/00456/DIS | Received: Wed 02 May 2018 | Validated: Wed 02 May 2018 | Status: Granted 
· Discharge of Conditions: 7(Sustainable Drainage Management and Maintenance Plan) and 12(External Joinery ) re 16/00697/FULMAJ - Demolition of the nursing home and outbuildings, the change of use, conversion and restoration of the hall to form 5 no. two bedroom apartments and the erection of associated garages, and the erection of 9 no. detached three and four bedroom dwellings, together with associated access road, driveways, parking areas and restoration of the formal landscaped gardens and woodland. 
· Lake View Nursing Home Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BG 
· Ref. No: 18/00388/DIS | Received: Wed 18 Apr 2018 | Validated: Wed 18 Apr 2018 | Status: Granted 


Sub-division of existing single dwellinghouse to form 2no. dwellinghouses. 

Edge End Farm Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BS
Ref. No: 18/00297/FUL | 
Received: Wed 21 Mar 2018 | Validated: Wed 28 Mar 2018 | Status: 
Granted 

· Single storey side extension and front dormer extension. 
·  Quarry Barn Bolton Road Withnell Preston PR5 0SP Ref. No: 18/00272/FULHH | Received: Thu 15 Mar 2018 | Validated: Wed 21 Mar 2018 | Status: Granted 
· Renovation of existing bungalow comprising demolition of front and rear porches, replacement of garage, replacement of roof, removal of windows, replacement of windows and doors, removal of boundary wall and erection of boundary fence (retrospective) 
· 4 Miller Avenue Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DH 
· Ref. No: 17/01230/FULHH | Received: Wed 27 Dec 2017 | Validated: Thu 15 Feb 2018 | Status: Granted 
The changes to the application at Brinscall Hall Farm were detailed. There had been two owl surveys and other amendments had been submitted which would fall in between the Parish Council meetings in terms of time for response. The application was to raise the roof weight by 1500mm and provide two parking spaces in the green belt land adjacent to the property. 
The Council noted that this part of the application had previously been submitted and withdrawn in the original application. The Council noted the development encroached onto green belt and agreed to object on those grounds, questioning if the original application had included this encroachment would it have been approved.
Proposed C Howard

Seconded M Evans 

Carried with 4 abstentions


	18.61
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES
Councillor Dr M France reported on the Local Plan consultation, which was looking at planning needs for the future.

Councillor C Howard requested that action regarding hedge cutting along Withnell Fold be pursued as the hedge now encroached onto the pavement forcing pedestrians into the road.
Councillor M Evans requested that arrangements for the removal of abandoned signage be made as signage had been left behind following the recent road closure on the A675.

Councillor G France reported that the Eastern Parishes meeting was scheduled for 13th June and the Liaison Meeting (County, Borough and Parish) was scheduled for 18th July.

Councillor A Perry reported on the arrangements for retaining the rows of trees along Dick Lane.

Councillor S Perry reported on damaged drains on School Lane opposite the war memorial and raised the legislation previously discussed regarding footpaths, which had been included in a recent article of the Friends of Brinscall & Withnell Facebook page.

Councillor Crompton confirmed that the newsletter would be published prior to the next meeting.

Councillor C France requested that anyone witnessing vehicles exiting the woods at night be logged with the Police.


	18.62
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed C Howard 
Seconded S Perry
Carried unanimously


	18.63
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meetings were arranged for 7.30pm on 5th July at Withnell Fold and 7.00pm on 6th September at St Joseph’s Club.
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