Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held via Zoom.
on 3rd June 2021
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, G France, Dr M France, D Hardy, C Howard and L Lynch.
Also in attendance Mr. B Golding.

	21.023 
	Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors A Crompton, C France, S Grime, K Jones, A Perry, S Perry, J Taylor and J Whiffen.


	21.024 
	Membership

There were no changes to report. Councillors would be asked to complete the declaration of acceptance and Register of Interests when a face-to-face meeting was possible.


	21.025 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 13th May were approved as a correct record.

The minutes of the AGM held on the same evening were also approved.


	21.026 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France had provided a written report as follows;
Councillor Dr M France had attended , with Councillors Gordon France and Jenny Whiffen the Millfield Day Centre Open Day on 19th May and had also attended virtual meeting with Chris Nolan of LCC, to discuss specific problems around public electric vehicle charging stations, in Withnell Fold. Further meeting to be arranged to discuss the wider issue across the whole Ward . 
HGV signage for Bury Lane- LCC taking no action. Will however look at traffic and parking situation at school entry/ leaving times near St Joseph’s where large vehicles have been stuck.
Fly tipping Roddlesworth reservoir- 10-12 black bin bags 
Fly tipping in Wheelton Plantation - pillows and mattress- after 4 nights of illegal camping in the woods. 

8-9 fence posts down along the moorland edge , highest point of pine woods going up from Trigg Lane. Sheep and lambs wandering in woods at risk from dogs off leads. 

New trees pulled up from Abbey Village playground next to Abbey Mill. Rangers replaced them. 

Refuse wagons reported difficulty accessing Oakmere Ave due to bad state of the unadopted road, making it hazardous for their vehicles. 

Water seepage at the top of School Lane, near the bus stop- work to improve land drainage there resulting in greater water runoff downhill to the Harbour Lane junction. 

No straps on the disabled children’s swing on Lodge Bank play area. Straps not able to be sanitised so the Council will supply to individuals as needed. 

Various safety concerns on School Lane, Brinscall after 2 reported ‘ near misses ‘ 

-Child ran straight out from behind chip shop into highway but driver made emergency stop 

-Pedestrian almost clipped by white van who struck the kerb avoiding a Waitrose delivery van parked opposite 

Requested warning triangle to alert drivers to children around the playground area on School Lane, and speed enforcement generally. 

Social media picked up a lot of comments on this theme, 

Parking on double yellow lines 

Parking on the Lodge Bank junction 

Parking outside Londis shop 

Parking near cricket club entrance to drop off for St John’s school

Mounting the kerb in front of Post Office

Request bollards in front of Post Office

Drivers not slowing or stopping for pedestrians on Zebra crossing Abbey Village. 
Speeding on Railway Rd / trucks reversing out of Churchill Rd onto Railway Rd 
Not enforcing the 20mph speed limit on Sandringham Drive 
Maybe we could consider asking our newly elected County Councillor to come and address some of these issues. 

The Clerk explained that County Councillor Cullens had been in touch shortly after the elections and had asked to be copied in to meeting arrangements.
Councillor G France reported on an issue at White Coppice with a gate falling on a child who fortunately had not been too badly hurt. The gate had possibly been vandalised.

Councillor Dr M France reported that LCC were to review the parking arrangements around the entrance to St Joseph’s Primary School.

Councillor Lynch reported they had also been asked to look at the quality of air.

Councillor Lynch enquired about access to the straps for the disabled swings at Lodge Bank. It was explained they were available form Lindsey Blackstock at the Borough Council as a precaution due to the pandemic.
Councillor Flood reported that an LCC Officer had visited regrading parking issues on double yellow lines but at the time the Officer had visited there was no problem.

Councillor Howard reported on the meeting regarding possible installation of electric vehicle charging points. The difficulties faced for those living in terraced housing was explained. The suggestion under discussion at the meeting had been possible installation at the Millennium Green car park in Withnell Fold. It was explained that the installation company would not create a site that did not have a tarmac road running to it.
The problems nationally for installing of charging points were explained and discussed. Councillor Howard had offered the resident who had initially raised the issue a solution.

Councillor Flood explained the plans to hold the next meeting face to face at St Joseph’s Club on the 1st July.



	21.027 
	Grant Application
Councillor Howard declared an interest and left the meeting.
The Council had received a grant application from Hillside Methodist Church for support with a ‘Bee Day’ on the 31st July.

The request was for £483.20.
Councillors discussed the application and unanimously approved the request asking that the event be advertised to the wider community.
Proposed G France

Seconded L Lynch

Carried Unanimously

It was reported that the event was to run at the same time as Chorley Flower show.



	21.028 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Hardy explained he had been asked if it was possible to nominate Seema Akhter at the Post Office for an award for her community services.
Examples of the work Seema had provided were given.

The Clerk explained the nomination process took a very long time (18 months) and included;

Nominees being checked by various government departments to make sure they’re suitable for an honour. This may include checks by HM Revenue and Customs (HMRC).

The honours committee reviews those nominations that are sent to it, People get honours for achievements like:

· making a difference to their community or field of work

· enhancing Britain’s reputation

· long-term voluntary service

· innovation and entrepreneurship

· changing things, with an emphasis on achievement

· improving life for people less able to help themselves.
· displaying moral courage


	21.029 
	Accounts 2020/2021

The Council received a copy of the income and expenditure account for 2020/2021
The Council noted the balances as presented.



	21.030 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held via Zoom on Thursday 1st July at St Joseph’s Club.


PAGE  
6

