Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT ST.JOHN’S 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

ON THURSDAY 5TH FEBRUARY 2015
PRESENT: Councillors; S Perry, M Evans, G France, M France, S Grime, D Hardy,

C Howard, D Metcalfe, R Ogilvie and A Perry.
Also in attendance; Mr. B Golding

	15.15
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors A Crompton, P Duke, 
C France and K Jones.


	15.16
	MEMBERSHIP
There were no changes to report.

Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 



	15.17
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th January having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to the following amendments:
(15.04) deletion of w from now
(15.07) last word to read carried
(15.08) deletion Thanks were expressed to the Lengthsmen for their work. To be replaced by…  Councillor Metcalfe reported that stone had been laid on the continuation of Withnell Fold Old Road and thanks were expressed to the Lengthsmen.
Proposed C Howard
Seconded M Evans 
Carried unanimously



	15.18
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
Councillor Metcalfe reported on further correspondence with the County Council and the involvement of County Councillor Kim Snape who had now also taken the matter up with LCC Highways Department. The work was still scheduled to be completed by the end of March.
The Clerk reported the Spid would be operational once, discussions with LCC had taken place and the Lengthsmen had been kitted out with the appropriate equipment.
Councillor Perry reported on the disappointment of Councillors and local residents at the outcome of the Development Control Committee meeting regarding the application for 6 dwellings at Brinscall Hall Farm.
(15.05) Councillor France reported that Councillor David Dickinson had been nominated as Mayor elect.
(15.05) Rubbish adjacent to Abbey Village Play area had now been removed.
(15.05) A dog waste bin was now provided in Parke Road.

The clerk reported that fibre broadband was now available via the Brinscall telephone exchange. More cabinets had appeared around the village.

Councillor Hardy reported that a tree adjacent to a footpath next to the Millennium Green in Withnell Fold was in urgent need of removal. Councillor Howard undertook to check with the Conservation officer that it would be acceptable to remove the tree.
It was confirmed that the property on Fellstone Vale which had fenced of an area of land was number 41.



	15.19
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor M France had provided a written report which made reference to;
Hot topics at the moment included the two recent planning applications for Dick Lane and the quarry. Councillor France enquired if anyone else had registered on behalf of the Parish Council to speak at the LCC Development Control Committee meeting regarding the quarry. Councillor Metcalfe agreed to undertake this function on behalf of the Council.

Progress had been made with Abbey Village playground and a tidy up and repairs would be undertaken soon with a refurbishment brought forward into the next financial year.

Access difficulties to the zebra crossing in Abbey Village had led to a survey being undertaken. The only other possible site was where the ginnel came out from behind the houses and was so prevented. The limited use of this access was explained.

The problem branches on the Pad had been dealt with quickly by Chorley BC.

The Lengthsmen were asked to tidy up the footpath at Gerards Fold so that it could continue to be accessed by a young disabled man.

The problems caused with Tyrers buses parking in the area around the baths and causing visibility problems had been taken up with the police.

A request for the grit bin at Lodge Bank to be filled had been received.

Information relating to 19 & 21 Railway Road was provided, Chorley Borough had written to the owner who was yet to reply.

A local family had been rehoused in social housing.

A collapsed grid behind Pleasant View had been looked into, but no action taken as it was sited in a private road.

A complaint had been received about noise from the wood yard, no action could be taken as it was within operating limits.

A car left on Bury Lane for a month had been reported.

PAVCT meetings were now held at BAWRA, a copy of the most recent Police Report was circulated.

Councillor G France reported that the planning application for a solar farm at Heapey was to be considered on 10th February by the Borough Council.


Councillor France was thanked for her report.


	15.20
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in January
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold, Withnell Mill, 
General repairs/Maintenance

Topping up grit bins
Drainage
Withnell Fold
Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Nil

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Attention to planters Brinscall/Abbey Village

Cut back trees/hedge Abbey Village
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil
Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil.

Other
Removal Christmas Trees and lights.


	15.21
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the previous meeting included;

Chorley Borough-Consultation on War Memorial maintenance.

Quarry Information

Funding for Local Government Services Consultation.

Possible repairs to the flagged area around Abbey Village War Memorial were discussed. The Clerk would check with the Headteacher at the School to ascertain appropriate arrangements.



	15.22
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
There were no applications for grants.


	15.23
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications

Boatyard Inn

Removal of smoking shelter

Permission

nil

Refusal

nil

Withdrawal

nil

Tree Preservation Orders/Tree Works

nil

Amendments

nil



	15.24
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES

Councillor Grime reported that there were two blocked drains on School Lane near to the Londis Shop. The Clerk agreed to report them to LCC.
Councillor G France reported that parking issues on School Lane had been raised with the police.
Councillor Ogilvie reported that the timber rail at the footpath junction with Windsor Drive was in need of repair.

Councillor Howard was due to attend the Neighbourhood Parish Meeting and enquired what the Council’s priority for funding would be. The possibility of funding for the Goit footpath was discussed but considered costly. The silt previously removed from the Goit over many years on which the footpath was situated was causing the problem


	15.25
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed C Howard 
Seconded G France
Carried unanimously


	15.26
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was arranged for 7.00pm on 5th March at St Joseph’s Club.
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