Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT WITHNELL FOLD METHODIST CHURCH ON THURSDAY 4TH FEBRUARY 2016
PRESENT: Councillors; S Perry, A Crompton, M Evans, R Flood, C France, M France,
G France, S Grime, D Hardy, C Howard, K Jones, R Ogilvie and A Perry 
 Also in attendance; Mr. B Golding 
	16.14
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillor P Duke.


	16.15
	MEMBERSHIP

There were no changes to report.
Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 



	16.16
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th January having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to  amendments at;
15.143 to read….The house had permission but the plan had not been followed.

16.05 (6) correct spelling of Goit

16.05. in the section regarding The Square, Withnell Fold the addition of a sentence. The Square and trees were on private land and did not fall under the jurisdiction of any Council.
16.06 to read carried (not cried)

16.08 addition of sentence. As there were several possible dates Councillors were asked when they were able to attend.

Proposed S Grime
Seconded G France
Carried unanimously



	16.17
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
(15.98) There was still no confirmation regarding work on the Virgin media manhole cover which was causing noise nuisance at Abbey Village although noise appeared to have abated.
(15.141) The grant bid submitted to Tesco had not been successful.
(15.144) The manager at Dial a Ride had been informed of the concerns raised there had been no feedback, none was anticipated.
The Chairman reported on the Borough Liaison meeting he had attended. County Councillor John Fillis had addressed the meeting and had explained the County Council position and that there was no statutory duty to provide a transport service.
There was a discussion on possible local companies such as Croston Mini Coaches being approached. It was agreed that as the LCC budget which would initiate cuts which would impact on transport subsidies was still to be agreed and the present bus operators were still to indicate their timetables should their subsidy be cut that no further action be taken until future provision (or lack of it) was clear.

The footpath at Lodge Bank had been repaired.
The metal property to the rear of the terraced houses opposite the Oak Tree was to be considered by the Borough Council Planning Committee.

The position for Ward Councillor representation in the Hoghton part of the Parish was clarified. Councillors M France and C France would if necessary act on individuals behalf.
(16.08) The Chairman reported that Councillor M France, Councillor M Evans and he had met with representatives of the Borough Council to consider the plans for the Abbey Village Play Area. Costings had been provided and equipment discussed and agreed. The plans allowed for improvement of the surface, double bay junior swings, toddler swings and a multi-unit to replace the present toddler units. The cost included £1500 for delivery and overall exceeded £30000. Other improvements were desirable.
Following discussion on the overall proposals for the site the Council agreed to fully delegate to the Chair and Councillor Evans power to agree to fund some more play equipment and possibly seating on top of the £ 8000.00 already agreed so that the scheme as discussed and explained could proceed in a timely manner. 

Proposed C France

Seconded A Crompton

Carried Unanimously
(16.11) The Chairman reported on the information received back from the Borough Council via Councillor G France regarding Fracking. The Borough Officer had indicated that the information provided to the Borough Council was not for wider consumption. The Chair had therefore contacted directly the 5 providers of information to the Borough 3 had already indicated they had no problem with their information being shared 2 were yet to reply.
Councillor C France reported that Wheelton Parish Council were in the process of arranging a meeting. Due to certain Ministerial comments it seemed possible that the Government may put Fracking planning decisions out of Council hands.

 (16.11) Brinscall Post office- The Chair reported that the notice period for the closure of the post office would be a few months, the owners planned to run the business for a few more years. Councillors raised their concerns and discussed the possible overall impact on rural life, the impact on banking provision, the impact on service provision and overall community support.
The clerk was requested to ascertain the services that would be provided should the present facility cease to operate.

(16.11) Councillor Crompton reported that there had been nothing of note in those attending the Pensioners party.



	16.18
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor M France  provided a verbal report on recent work and included reference to;
 

1. The closure of Bury Lane the previous Monday and the impact on those going to the school.


2. Following complaints from residents regarding dog fouling on School Lane leaflets had been distributed.


3. The introduction of a disabled parking bay on Abbey View and parking issues generally in that area.

4. The on-going problem at Fellstone Vale which was subject to a planning enforcement notice.


5. Issues with parking around Abbey Village primary School had been raised at the recent PACT meeting.

6. Repairs to the pavement at Larch Drive would not now take place.

7. A water channel at Church View appeared to have been diverted, United Utilities had been asked to look at the matter. Litter on the Goit area had also been reported to United Utilities

8. Dog control signs had now been put up. A letter of thanks had been received from Mr Price.

9. A rotten board on the footpath from Queensway was to be repaired.


9. A request for the continuation of the pavement along the A674 to the Hoghton Arms was not likely to occur.

10. Signs regarding the confiscation of bikes being used illegally could be requested should issues arise.

Councillor C France reported on the logging of blocked drains although these were cleared routinely every 6 weeks.

There would be a Neighbourhood meeting the following week.

The Borough Council had agreed to purchase the bus depot on Eave Lane.

Councillor G France reported that the local police now also covered the Adlington area.


	16.19
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in January

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold, Withnell Mill, 
General repairs/Maintenance

Repairs to bench Bury Lane

Removal of Christmas trees and lights

Drainage
Dole Lane

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

various Bus stops

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil

Public Rights of Way Improvement
Footpath Bolton Road

Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Trip to tip


	16.20
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the previous meeting included;

A newspaper article regarding urban footpaths. It was agreed that the Rights of Way Officer be contacted regarding the footpath which ran to the rear of the Oak Tree Public House.

The letter of thanks from Mr Price was read to the meeting.
Other items included; 

Fracking email -
Abbey Village Play area 

Tesco response to grant application



	16.21
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
There were no applications for grants.



	16.22
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications since the last meeting included;

Applications

8 East View

Single storey side extension

5 Cherry Grove

Various amendments to alter elevations

Crossfields Bury Lane

Agricultural building

Permission

nil

Refusal

nil

Withdrawal

nil

Tree Preservation Orders/Tree Works

nil

Amendments

nil

Councillor Howard reported that the application submitted for the millennium green had been successful.


	16.23
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES
Councillor C France asked about the bench on Dick Lane and possible repairs. It was reported that as the bench was on a private road nothing could be done without the consent of the road owner.
Councillor Hardy reported that the area of lane behind the noticeboard at Thirlmere Drive had been fenced off.

The Speed Indicator device was being utilised in 2 areas on Railway Road and 2 on School Lane at present, the spid being used locally had also appeared on Bury lane recently.

Councillor Ogilvie expressed thanks for the road sweeping which had occurred around the estates roads and asked if the pavements could also be cleaned. The Lengthsmen agreed to look at the problem.
Councillor G France reported that the SSSI for the West Pennine Moors was still going forward. National England staff would review the application with an announcement due in April.



	16.24
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed C France 
Seconded K Jones
Carried unanimously


	16.25
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was arranged for 7.30pm on 3rd March at St Joseph’s School.
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