Withnell Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD AT

WITHNELL FOLD METHODIST CHURCH ON 12TH JANUARY 2017
PRESENT: Councillors; S Perry, A Crompton, P Duke, R Flood, C France, G France, 
D Hardy, C Howard, K Jones, R Ogilvie and A Perry
Also in attendance; Mr. B Golding.

	17.01
	APOLOGIES

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors M Evans, Dr M France and S Grime.


	17.02
	MEMBERSHIP

There were no changes to report.
Members of the Council were reminded of their responsibility to declare any personal interest in respect of matters contained on the agenda. 



	17.03
	MINUTES

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th December having been circulated, were accepted and signed as a correct record subject to amendments at;
(16.127) to read … Councillor Hardy..
(16.129) to read…..Bury Lane
(16.132) to read…..in Wheelton

(16.132) to read….. It was understood one of the properties had been sold. An application at stables further down the road had been refused.

(16.132) to read….. A site visit was still to be arranged to view the traffic issues raised.

 Proposed K Jones 

Seconded R Ogilvie 
Carried unanimously


	17.04
	MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
(16.127) The boardwalk at Lodge Bank had now been completed with aviary wire mesh. The new boardwalk near to the sluice gates had been removed. This had been the section with a raised access. Chorley Borough Council had completed the work. This impacted on wheel chair access which was not possible at the moment.
(16.130) Councillor G France reported that Heapey Parish Council had requested a joint meeting about the bus service. They had also agreed in principle to put some funds towards the bus service from their budget.

(16.130) The Chair queried the length of the road closure at Bury Lane, it was reported that this had now reduced to a shorter timescale, possibly of one day.

The planning application at Brinscall Hall Cottages was discussed. Planning permission had not been needed as the scheme was within ‘permitted development’.
(16.131) Councillors were informed the ‘Christmas Party’ for which the £100 grant had been provided was to be held the following week. The party was open to all children as long as they were accompanied by an adult.

There was a query about the numbers attending the Pensioners Party at the Hare & Hounds as conflicting reports had been received. Councillor Crompton offered to get feedback from the organisers. It was confirmed that those attending had been requested to complete a form.

(16.132) Councillor G France reported that the site visit appertaining to the proposed development at the rear of the Oak Tree had occurred earlier in the day.

(16.132) It was confirmed that the objections to the planned change of use at Fellstone Vale had been submitted, however the Planning Regulations offered little scope against this type of application. 


	17.05
	BOROUGH COUNCIL REPORT

Councillor C France provided a report on behalf of Councillor Dr M France. 
Reference was made to;

IGHWAYS
The pedestrian crossing at Abbey Village had considerable damage done to its barriers on the school side of the road. This had been reported to LCC Highways and it had also been suggested that a pelican crossing would be more visible and safer. Previous conversations about better illumination of the crossing have led to nothing - the cost of the new LED style lamps they were trialling was too much apparently.

Speeding traffic along Bury Lane near Beardwood Cottages to A674 had been a cause for concern. As was speeding along Bury Lane through the village -  with cars mounting the kerb and driving along the pavement causing risk to pedestrians. A local resident has CCTV cameras in situ currently but perhaps not ideally located to pick up the driving on the pavements-  which is worse where the houses have had dropped kerbs put in for off-road parking.

Gulley’s blocked with leaves- Railway Rd Brinscall, Chorley Rd, Withnell, Whins Lane Wheelton – had all been reported .

Queries about highway adoption relating to School Lane Withnell ( runs from A674 up to Bury Lane past New Wicken House Farm and Larkhill ) The route was in a bad state of repair, milk wagons were having difficulty accessing the farm for daily milk collections. The farmer states the road used to be gritted and was previously tarmacked by either LCC or Withnell Urban District. Grass verges trimmed by CBC.

A dropped kerb at Hartington Rd was to be installed for use of a disabled person with an electric buggy to be able to access the highway.

Boardwalks- near to the Sluice gates- had now been removed by CBC due to trip hazard. All sections behind Croft Lodge now have the avian wire along the full length.

Streetlights  - concerns raised included;

27 Windsor Drive - OUT
Queensway - Adactus responsibility - OUT
Corner Pleasant View / Railway Rd - removed temporarily when work done to pavement - not reinstated
Urban View - too bright for adjoining houses 
Overall feedback from the new street lamps is that people say they aren't as bright , only one person prefers them because darker night sky for looking at stars.

PLANNING

Councillor Dr M France was attending the next Development Control as Ward Councillor , to speak against the plans, for the Oak Tree car park - because of the very poor visibility for traffic exiting Withnell Fold Old Rd. 

BENEFITS SYSTEM

Councillor Dr M France had supported one resident through the process of applying for the new PIP personal Independence Payment benefit. This entailed a visit to Blackburn for a health assessment, even though her problems are known and she has been in receipt of 'sickness benefit' for some time due to significant ongoing medical problems which are fully documented and very serious. Another resident who was refused Employment Support Allowance and didn't score the necessary 15 points on medical assessment, had mandatory reconsideration and scored zero, despite very obvious limitations in terms of ability to work had also been supported. Awaiting appeal to DWP. 

Concerns about the lack of Treatment Room appointments at Withnell Health Centre had been raised. Councillor Dr M France had spoken with the Practice Manager. Lancashire Care NHS Trust had introduced separate Treatment Room nurses, previously the District Nurses undertook this work. Hours had been reduced to 1 hour three times a week by LCTHTr . Councillor Dr M France had contacted the Clinical Commissioning Group and LCNHSTr, who had now agreed two half days a week, 7 hours a week instead of 3. Residents were encouraged to complain should they have to go elsewhere for an appointment.

A disabled young person was still having difficulty getting to Blackburn College on the 24 bus, 2 meetings with Transdev and the family had been held. The main problem was other students standing in the aisles preventing wheelchair space, even when seats are empty upstairs. Negotiations were ongoing. There was no capacity for Transdev to increase bus provision at the busiest times of day. A double decker was used in the morning and was then in Manchester for the rest of the day.

CHORLEY BOROUGH events included;
‘Our Health Our Care’ presentation
Councillor Dr M France had attended a LCC Health Scrutiny meeting regarding the Sustainability and Transformation Plan of Lancashire and South Cumbria.
Cuerden Development presentation
Councillor Flood expressed his concern at the erosion of local services, there was a trickle of loss of amenities across the Parish.


	17.06
	BUDGET 2017/2018
The Council considered the available budget options. It was agreed to maintain the present precept at £ 29270 for the 9th year running but to include the additional costs incurred by supporting the Borough Council with subsidy for the 24 bus from within existing expenditure limits.
The budget proposal presented was approved for the year.

Proposed R Flood

Seconded K Jones

Carried Unanimously


	17.07
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT

Work undertaken in December

Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Undertaken in; Brinscall, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold, Withnell Mill

General repairs/Maintenance

Repairs to fence Railway Park
Drainage
Withnell Fold

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Railway Road, bus stops

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Bulb planting Abbey Village & Brinscall

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil.
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid, collection of and installing Christmas trees and lights

Councillor Hardy reported that of 10 sets of lights purchased 6 sets would need to be replaced.

The tree at Abbey Village was quite sparse and would be best replaced with something that would grow to be more substantial, a similar tree for Brinscall at School Lane would be beneficial and bring a cost saving over a number of years.

It was agreed to discuss purchasing and planting trees at the next meeting.


	17.08
	CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence received since the previous meeting included;

LCC-Temporary Closure of footpaths (Roddlesworth Nature Trail)

LANCASHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 
(RAILWAY ROAD, BRINSCALL, CHORLEY BOROUGH)
(REVOCATION AND RESTRICTION OF WAITING) ORDER 201-The proposed installation of a No Waiting Monday - Friday 8am-6pm restriction on Railway Road, Brinscall opposite the junction of: Churchill Road is to protect vehicular turning movements and sightlines at the junction and improve road safety for both motorists and pedestrians where issues have been identified.

LCC-Carriageway Improvements – Bury Lane, Withnell- closure 18th January

Chorley Borough Council-Working Together to Maintain Services for Communities.

Suggestions re assisting Chorley Borough with funding for additional services.

Lancashire Road Safety Partnership-Introduction of average speed cameras-A675 in Belmont (8.5m) between M65 junction 3, through Abbey Village and Belmont to Scout Road by the end of 2017.
Police Newsletter



	17.09
	APPLICATION FOR GRANTS
Councillor A Crompton declared an interest in this item.

The funding request for support for the provision of locks to enable zoned access to the school hall at St John’s CE/Methodist Primary School particularly for uniformed groups was discussed and ultimately agreed.
Proposed G France
Seconded S Perry
Carried with one abstention and two against.



	17.10
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Applications

40 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX

Ref. No: 16/01157/FULHH | Received: Tue 13 Dec 2016 | Validated: Tue 13 Dec 2016 | Status: Awaiting decision

Brandwood Fold Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JB

Ref. No: 16/01152/FULHH | Received: Sat 10 Dec 2016 | Validated: Mon 19 Dec 2016 | Status: Awaiting decision

Stanworth Farm Barn Bolton Road Withnell

Ref. No: 16/01112/FULHH | Received: Sun 27 Nov 2016 | Validated: Thu 01 Dec 2016 | Status: Awaiting decision

40 Fellstone Vale Withnell Chorley PR6 8UE

Ref. No: 16/01107/FUL | Received: Thu 24 Nov 2016 | Validated: Wed 30 Nov 2016 | Status: Awaiting decision

· Proposed first floor extension over existing car port and new roof over existing room to rear [image: image1.png]



· Erection of a part single storey and part two storey side extension. [image: image2.png]



· Erection of detached outbuilding for agricultural use [image: image3.png]



· Retrospective application for change of use of land to domestic garden [image: image4.png]



Permission

Withnell Fold Primary School Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA

Ref. No: 16/01003/TCON | Received: Wed 26 Oct 2016 | Validated: Thu 27 Oct 2016 | Status: No Objections

Pruning of 7 trees (4 ash, 2 willow, 1 sycamore) and felling one small sycamore tree adjacent to Withnell fold Primary School.
1 Monks Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8SG

Ref. No: 16/00985/FULHH | Received: Wed 19 Oct 2016 | Validated: Wed 09 Nov 2016 | Status: Granted

Erection of two storey side extension with front dormer and extension to existing rear dormer following demolition of garage and existing conservatory with retrospective permission for erection of new detached garage
Bentley Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BD

Ref. No: 16/00949/FULHH | Received: Tue 11 Oct 2016 | Validated: Wed 26 Oct 2016 | Status: Granted
Erection of a single storey rear extension and side infill extension following demolition of existing extensions and renovation of existing structures.
100 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QP

Ref. No: 16/00928/FUL | Received: Wed 05 Oct 2016 | Validated: Thu 06 Oct 2016 | Status: Granted
Proposed two storey rear extension to the rear of properties No 98 & 100.
Refusal

nil

Withdrawal

Old Olivers Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BH

Ref. No: 16/00921/FUL | Received: Tue 04 Oct 2016 | Validated: Fri 07 Oct 2016 | Status: Withdrawn
Full application for the conversion and extension of an existing barn to form a single detached dwelling and garage with new access onto Bury Lane.
Tree Preservation Orders/Tree Works

nil

Amendments

nil



	17.11
	COUNCILLOR ISSUES
There were no issues raised.


	17.12
	ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

See Appendix A

Proposed P Duke 
Seconded K Jones
Carried unanimously.


	17.13
	DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting was arranged for 7.30 pm on 2nd February 2017 at St John’s Primary School.
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