Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club
on 1st July 2021
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, C France, S Grime, D Hardy, C Howard, L Lynch, 

A Perry, S Perry and J Taylor
Also in attendance Mr. B Golding.

	21.031 
	Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors A Crompton, Dr M France, G France, K Jones and J Whiffen.


	21.032 
	Membership

There were no changes to report. 
Councillor Taylor was welcomed to her first meeting.


	21.033 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd June were approved as a correct record, subject to an amendment at 21.30 deletion of “via Zoom”


	21.034 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(21.27) It was confirmed the grant for “Bee Day” had been paid with the request for wider advertising being made. It was confirmed Chorley Flower Show was running at the same time.


	21.035 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France had provided a written report as follows.
“Borough Matters 

Boundary Commission Review of Borough - of considerable importance to Chorley North East, of which Withnell Parish is a large part. The proposals would remove Withnell from its parliamentary constituency of Chorley, and place it in the new West Pennine Moors constituency, where the greatest habitation would be in Darwen, Edenfield and Rawtenstall . Please see the proposals on https://www.bcereviews.org.uk/node/6487?postcode=PR68QN
Consider making a reply as individuals and also as a Parish Council. 

Parish Matters 

 1 Am submitting a Freedom of Information request to LCC as I have yet to have any form of response to a report from Dr Michael Kirby, which gives video footage and considerable information about the problems Brinscall experiences with flooding- School Lane in particular. 
I’ve not had a response to a question about who has had access to, and seen that report, which was passed on from me to Doug Cridland, our representative on the ‘Making Space for Water’ committee. 

This is a timely report as LCC, as the Lead Local Flood Authority, are currently updating their Strategic Flood Risk Assessment which will be used to shape planning decisions in the future. 

2. Queensway - residents complaint to Jigsaw Homes 

3. Neighbour dispute Chapel St 

4.Number 24 bus Tuesdays, no capacity to collect enough 

passengers to Chorley on Market Day 

5.Request for speed limit Butterworth Brow - refused. 

6. Sandbag store Behind Brinscall Baths - door unable to be opened- reported. 
7. Possible sightings of Giant Hogweed on Nature Trail - Response unlikely to be Giant Hogweed. 
8 Oakmere Avenue potholes in bad state of repair, refuse collection vehicles not safe to access properties. Residents aware that the onus is on them to fill the potholes in. 
9. Two ‘near misses’ on School Lane, leading to requests for warning signage for children near the playground, and speed limit. Both refused by LCC Highways. 
10. Weekend camping in the woods is becoming a regular event- possibly the same persons. 2 tents at the last sighting, and campfires being lit, which is of concern. Reported to United Utilities with photographic evidence and ‘what3words’ locator. No response from UU . 
11. Request for memorial bench for Tom Carson by his wife Joan. CBC not willing for any more around the Lodge. Any suggestions ? Possibly replace one that needs it ? “
Councillor S Perry reported on discussions with Councillor Alistair Bradley regarding the Boundary Commission proposals. It was planned to share information when possible.

The reference to “not Giant Hogweed” was queried, it was explained that the information was likely to have come from Lynsey Blackstock or her team.

The request for a double decker bus on Market Day was discussed. It was agreed to ascertain if the issue had arisen once or if it was a regular occurrence.

The playground signage request at the junction of Railway Road and School Lane would be followed up.
Councillors discussed possible sites for the memorial bench. It was explained that one of the new benches to be fitted could possibly have a plaque attached.



	21.036 
	Lengthsmen Report

Councillor Hardy reported on the work undertaken which had included chopping undergrowth at Withnell Fold and hedge trimming at Withnell Fold.

Two benches were to be fitted at either end of Railway Park.

Councillor Hardy was asked to liaise with Councillor A Perry and L Lynch regarding Christmas trees.


	21.037 
	Correspondence

A request for support with a contribution towards the cost of resurfacing the car park at the rear of St Joseph’s Club had been received. The car park was available for those visiting the local amenities and was a well-used.
It was agreed that the request should be in the form of a grant application.



	21.038 
	Grant Application
It was explained that a grant application form was anticipated form Withnell Scout Group.

Councillors were encouraged to make the availability of grants known to local bone fide groups.



	21.039 
	Planning

The erection of taller telecommunication poles for on a number of local roads was discussed.
Some residents were trying to oppose and were in discussion with BT.



	21.040 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor A Perry queried the issue of “Time Credits”. The Chair reported that paper time credits were being disbanded and a new organisation ‘Tempo time’ were to take over, credits would then become electronic.
Councillor Flood would gather more information and report back to a future meeting.

Councillor S Perry requested that the area around the War memorial at Abbey Village be tidied up and brambles etc be removed.

Councillor S Grime reported that local residents were parking in the bus stop on School Lane at the weekend which created problems with access to and from Dick Lane. Parkwise would be contacted and asked to visit at weekends if possible.

Councillor Grime agreed to contact Transdev to make them aware of the issue.

Thanks were given to Mr Grime for continuing to raise the flag on necessary occasion on behalf of the Parish Council.
Councillor Howard reported he had received information about an app for an organisation “Withnell Fold Neighbours” It was explained that this was a common sort of app for local communities to share items for sale etc. Councillor Lynch explained difficulties with the app on a wider context.

Councillor Howard thanked the Lengthsmen for their work on the Millennium Green Field, it was confirmed the area was to be maintained twice a year. The possibility of planting trees being discussed.

Councillor Flood reported it was pleasing to start to see organisations such as U3A starting up again following lockdown.

	21.041 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard

Seconded L Lynch

Carried Unanimously

	21.042 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 2nd September at St Joseph’s Club.
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