Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held 
on 3rd March 2022
PRESENT: Councillors; G France, Dr M France, S Grime, D Hardy, L Lynch and 

A Perry.
Also, in attendance Mr. B Golding.

	22.26
	Apologies

Apologies were received and accepted from Councillors R Flood, A Crompton, 
C France, C Howard, K Jones, S Perry, J Taylor, and J Whiffen.
Apologies were also received from County Councillor A Cullens

In the absence of Councillor Flood, Councillor G France chaired the meeting.



	22.027 
	Membership

There were no changes to report. 


	22.028 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd February were approved as a correct record.
Thanks were expressed to Councillor Crompton for the amendments made which had been included in the minutes circulated at the meeting.
Proposed L Lynch
Seconded D Hardy
Carried unanimously


	22.029 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

Thanks were expressed to the Lengthsmen for cleaning the War Memorial.
(22.17) It was confirmed that the traffic lights had now been removed, a gas van had visited the adjacent property on School Lane.
(22.19) It was reported the unofficial cycle trail in the woods behind Lodge Bank had been removed.



	22.030 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France reported on current issues, referring to;
Highways - M65 closure junction 2-3 overnight from March to July (Walton Summit to Hoghton Arms) will require weight restriction on A674 lifted during this time. Councillor Dr M France had asked for weight restriction signage to Briers Brow, Bett Lane, and Bury Lane but this has been passed over to Highways England for authorisation. 

The Parliamentary Boundary Commission Review had entered second stage of consultation, which runs until 4th April. It was still recommending Chorley North East, Adlington and Anderton joining the new West Pennine Moors constituency, stretching across Darwen, Haslingden and Rawtenstall, towards Bacup. Councillor Dr M France had registered to speak at the Public Hearing on 14th March and will be opposing on the grounds that we have no public transport links, no school or health links, and it would put Withnell on the periphery of a constituency largely within the Blackburn and Darwen Unitary Authority. 

Talking to residents, most are unaware that this is happening.

There was a discussion on what would change and what its impact would be.
The School Lane traffic lights had finally been removed, although there were still concerns about the quality of the work undertaken on the roof, so it might not be entirely resolved. The overnight closure of School Lane for UU to work on the main water pipeline that should have started before Christmas, could now probably commence subject to a new TTRO. (Temporary Traffic Regulation Order)
Planning Appeals - the Planning Inspectorate has overturned refusals of permission to build 123 houses at Blainscough Hall, Coppull and also 80 houses at Tincklers Lane Eccleston, which were both on safeguarded land, which is of concern because of the impact on future housing stock and the subsequent impact on the Green Belt. However, the 250 houses on Town Lane Whittle-le-Woods would not go ahead, the Inspectorate refused on the grounds of Highways Safety. 

School Places -There were likely to be families disappointed with their allocated high schools once again, there were approximately 60 places short in Chorley (will be 80 with Southlands reducing their PAN). South Ribble have more places than they need at the present time. Councillor Dr M France had requested data and a meeting was to be held with LCC School place planning officers in a few weeks.
Flood Risk Group meeting on March 18th. 3 residents, Borough Council, LCC, Parish Council, United Utilities, and Highways would all be represented.
There was a discussion on the flooding issues, particularly at the end of Lodge Bank.

Councillors were encouraged to respond to the recent Health Centre Questionnaire.
Councillor Dr M France was thanked for her report.


	22.031 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in February
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Lodge Bank Board walk (1.5 days)
War memorial cleaning Bury Lane & Withnell Fold 1 (day)
Drainage
Withnell Fold, Lodge Bank (1 day)

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil)

Public Rights of Way Improvement
Withnell/Abbey Village   (2days)

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Councillor Hardy reported that the bridge over the Nature trail (9-3-FP17) which was covered in mud was too big a job for the Lengthsmen to clear. The bridge was used by farm vehicles who were leaving a trail of mud behind them making the bridge difficult to traverse. It was agreed to report the issue to the LCC Footpath officer.
Councillor Hardy reported on the significant increase in the cost of materials.



	22.032 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the corresponded summary which had been circulated.

.
Bench request Phyllis Moss Gardens. The Council considered the request and confirmed approval for the bench as requested.
Proposed Dr M France

Seconded S Grime

Carried Unanimously

Platinum Jubilee Event-Wildwood days proposal

Wildwood Days Queen’s jubilee event

There are 2 parts of this project:

1) Woodland Festival at Wildwood Days site combined with picnic along Lodge Bank (with some food and ice cream vans?) on Friday 3rd June. People can book a half hour slot at our site between 10:30 and 3:30 to do a range of drop-in activities (toasting marshmallows, making natural bunting, whittling, etc.). We can fit up to 50 people on site at a time so the day would cater for 250 people. The event would be ticketed but heavily subsided so only £2 or so (deposit returnable on request) but this ensures attendance and people usually chose to donate their deposit towards future community events.

£20 per staff per hour for 3 staff. The day would include set up and pack away time so be 9:30 to 4:30 so 7 hours = £420

Staff preparation/planning time for the day = £60

Volunteer support (expenses) = £20

Materials = £80

Food and drink (brews, marshmallows, squash) = £30

Website and promotion costs = £20

TOTAL = £630

2) Circular footpath with way-markers designed by local schools – posts with A5 dibond signs of local wildlife and landmarks. This will be accompanied by a question sheet (a bit like a treasure hunt or orienteering course) & map, which will be available to download and print from our website after the day. Paper copies will also be printed and distributed on the day of the Jubilee celebration. Families who complete the trail will receive a prize (certificate and chocolate).

Way markers produced by PSG = ??

Posts needed along route =

Sessions run in schools by Wildwood Days to get the children to design their way markers at £90 per half day (to work with 2 classes), x 6 (Brinscall St Johns, St Joseph’s, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold primary, St Chad’s catholic primary and Chorley St Peters) = £540

Time to co-ordinate project = £100

Production and printing of orienteering/treasure trail = £70

Prizes (certificate & chocolate) for completing trail on the day = £100

TOTAL = £810 plus PSG quote plus posts

The Council discussed the proposal and how this would link in with the proposed Platinum Jubilee trail.
It was proposed to meet the costs as suggested.

Proposed L Lynch

Seconded D Hardy

Carried unanimously



	22.033 
	Grant Application
The Council had received an application from Brinscall & Withnell Athletics and Recreational Association for interior lighting. There was a discussion on the application with different views expressed regarding the merits of the scheme and the Regulations relating to Section 137 (Local Government Act 1972),
It was agreed to defer the matter until the next meeting for further consideration.

There was a discussion on the ‘Drop In’ arrangements



	22.034 
	Planning Applications

Applications Since last meeting 

153 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PT

Single storey rear extension with balcony (retrospective)

Decisions

· Outline planning application with all matters reserved for the erection of up to 2no. dwellings, following demolition of workshops Workshop Edge End Terrace Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BX Ref. No: 21/01480/OUT | Received: Thu 23 Dec 2021 | Validated: Thu 23 Dec 2021 | Status: Granted

· Application to discharge condition nos. 4 (materials), 5 (landscaping and habitat creation and management plan), 9 (emission rates), 12 (method statement for eradication of Rhododendron), 13 (drainage) and 18 (site levels) attached to planning permission 20/01171/FUL (Erection of 4no. dwellings with associated parking and domestic gardens pursuant to permission in principle 20/00688/PIP) St Luke’s Church Quarry Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8RB Ref. No: 21/01467/DIS | Received: Wed 22 Dec 2021 | Validated: Thu 23 Dec 2021 | Status: Granted

· Erection of single storey extension to rear of property including a porch 24 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 21/01449/FULHH | Received: Thu 16 Dec 2021 | Validated: Thu 16 Dec 2021 | Status: Granted

· Prior approval application under Schedule 2, Part 3, Class M(a) of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) for the proposed change of use of a studio (Use Class E) to 1no. dwelling house (Use Class C3) The Workshop 2 Churchill Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8RQ Ref. No: 21/01436/P3PAN | Received: Tue 14 Dec 2021 | Validated: Tue 14 Dec 2021 | Status: Granted

· Section 73 application to vary condition no.3 (approved plans) of planning permission ref: 19/01037/FULHH (Single storey rear extension, rear dormer extension, erection of roof above existing outhouse and elevational alterations) to increase height and depth of rear roof dormer extension Ivy Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BJ Ref. No: 21/01413/FUL | Received: Tue 07 Dec 2021 | Validated: Wed 15 Dec 2021 | Status: Granted

· Request for Screening Opinion under The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 - Proposed Solar Farm Withnell Landfill Site Bolton Road Withnell Ref. No: 21/01111/SCE | Received: Tue 14 Sep 2021 | Validated: Tue 14 Sep 2021 | Status: Other decision

	22.035 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Lynch asked if there was any further information on the damage caused by a tractor on Railway Park and the Nature Trail. It was explained this had been a contractor cutting grass along the path. There was no further information.


	22.036 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed L Lynch
Seconded S Grime
Carried Unanimously



	22.037 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday7th April at St Joseph’s Club
It was agreed to continue to hold the next few meetings at the Club due to the ongoing impact of covid and the consequent availability of schools for meetings.




Signed as a correct record……………………………………………..Chair 7th April 2022
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