Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held 
on 9th June 2022
PRESENT: Councillors; Councillors; C France, G France, M France, S Grime, D Hardy, 

C Howard, K Jones, L Lynch, A Perry and S Perry.

Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr. B Golding.

	22.64
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors R Flood, A Crompton, J Taylor and J Whiffen



	22.065 
	Membership

There were no changes to report. 
In the absence of Councillor Flood, Councillor G France chaired the meeting

	22.066 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 12th May were approved as a correct record subject to the deletion of small at 22.61
Proposed L Lynch
Seconded D Hardy
Carried unanimously
Thanks were expressed to Councillor Crompton for his amendments to the minutes.


	22.067 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(22.54) Q Councillors asked if there was any news on the Flood Risk Group it was explained were we were still waiting for Rachel Crompton (LCC) to come back with strategies to mitigate flooding. 
(22.54) The condition of the site to the rear of the Oak Tree public house was discussed. It was explained as work had started they could complete at any time, the same applied at the former St Luke’s site on Quarry Road.

(22.56) It was reported that the Platinum Jubilee events had been very well attended with 200+ at Wildwood Days/Lodge Bank, 80+ at Hillside Methodist and the event at Withnell Fold also being well supported.

It was also reported that the event at White Coppice had been successful.
(22.58) It was reported that the grant application from Wildwood days for support with the lost farms project was likely to be submitted once the outcome of Heritage Lottery fund bid was known.


	22.068 
	Proposal to change Location for Parish Council meetings.

Councillor S Perry proposed that as St Joseph’s Club had facilities to be able to hold meetings with benefits which school settings did not offer that all future meetings be held at St Joseph’s Club.

It was explained that there had previously been precedent for holding meetings in one location when the former Pump House had been the sole location for meetings.
Proposed S Perry

Seconded D Hardy

Carried with 1 abstention.


	22.069 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided a verbal report.

Withnell Anglers were requesting daffodil bulbs from the Borough Council to plant around Lodge Bank. They were to have an open day on 6th August.

Plans for a ‘Clean Up Day’ were being explored. A weekday would be beneficial to have officer and UU Ranger involvement and if held in the Summer, Scouts, Cubs and Brownies could be asked to participate.
Councillor Hardy reported that he had recently seen litter pickers and bags provided at the start of a walk.

Councillor A Perry explained that Mike Parker via U3A cleaned up at Withnell Fold regularly.

Councillor C France reported that McDonald’s had previously offered community involvement and may be able to support a clean-up day.

There had been an apparent abandoned car at Withnell Fold. It was reported it was not abandoned and had now been moved.

The dead trees on Dick Lane had now been taken down. As they had TPO’s on them they would need to be replaced. There was a discussion on the arrangements for replanting. It was agreed to check with Bill Whisker Chorley Council Tree Officer on the arrangements for replanting.

County Councillor Cullens explained that the County Council were to make £58000 available for bio-diversity schemes so a grant may be available.
It was proposed that if a grant became available that any funds go to a scheme on Railway Park.

Proposed S Perry

Seconded C France

Carried unanimously

There had been reports of a horse galloping on the Nature trail, this had been reported but was difficult to enforce as gates limited access for other users. Regretfully signage was ignored by some users.

Thanks were expressed to Councillor Hardy for the flying of the flag during the Jubilee weekend. 

Thanks, were also expressed to Councillors A & S Perry for the gorgeous red, white and blue flowers on display.

The possibility of a Chorley Buddies ‘Food Club’ was being explored but a fixed location was necessary.

The Borough had been asked to repair the boarded walkway at the rear of Lodge Bank. A solution to the constant problems may be to construct a raised walkway. The possibility of an aluminium frame was being investigated.

The possibility of the Parish Council providing some contribution towards any scheme was discussed.

It was believed that in previous discussions regarding proposals made by GREAT that a commitment had been made to supporting a scheme.
It was explained that funds to support a scheme may be available once the Levelling Up fund finished. Any scheme would be linked to Health and Wellbeing and would also be useful as an access to the heritage Bid being submitted by Wildwood days.

It was agreed to discuss the matter again once costings for the path were known.

There had been significant objections to the planning proposal at the Little Tiger by LCC Highways. There was a discussion on the application.

There had been significant disruption in Withnell Fold by the moving of topsoil from a development in Higher Wheelton. County Councillor Cullens agreed to investigate the matter.



	22.070 
	ACCOUNTS/AUDIT 2021-2022

The council received and approved a copy of the annual income and expenditure account for 2021/22

The Council received and approved the statement of accounts for 2021/2022 as presented.

The accounts would now be submitted for formal audit.

Proposed C France

Seconded L Lynch

Carried unanimously



	22.071 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in May
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Lodge Bank Board walk (1 days)

Drainage

Withnell Fold, Lodge Bank (1 day)

Grass cutting/Strimming

Various benches/paths/hedges (2 days)

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 

Conservation projects

Nil

Public Rights of Way Improvement

Jubilee footpath (11 days) including erecting 40 wooden posts along the footpath route and attached 62 ‘boards’ to the posts displaying route maps children’s artwork and 80 directional arrows.
Walling

Nil

Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service

Liaise with landowners re hedge cutting

Other

Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day
Councillor Hardy informed the Council of a request to locate a dragon fly & bumble bee artwork board which had been placed on the trail. There had also been a request to site a memorial plaque on one of the posts at Pleasant View which was one of their intended uses.


	22.072 
	Correspondence

Correspondence since the previous meeting included, 
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Streetscene Strategy consultation

LCC Parish & Town Council charter

Choir of the Year



	22.073 
	Grant Application
There were no applications for grants.


	22.074 
	Planning Applications since last meeting
· Notification of intention to upgrade existing telecommunications equipment including the replacement of 1no. 15m monopole with 1no. 20m monopole supporting 3no. antenna, the removal and replacement of 1no. equipment cabinet and associated ancillary development
Telecommunication Mast 121856 Bolton Road Abbey Village

Ref. No: 22/00486/NOT | Received: Fri 29 Apr 2022 | Validated: Fri 29 Apr 2022 | Status: Granted

· First floor side extension including 2no. dormers to the rear elevation and rooflights to the front elevation, adjoining to a single storey rear extension 
130 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8JP

Ref. No: 22/00438/FULHH | Received: Tue 19 Apr 2022 | Validated: Tue 03 May 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision

· Erection of fence, maximum height 2.9m, to three aspects of the rear garden (part retrospective) 
4 Larch Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QN

Ref. No: 22/00435/FULHH | Received: Mon 18 Apr 2022 | Validated: Wed 18 May 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions since last meeting

· Notification of intention to upgrade existing telecommunications equipment including the replacement of 1no. 15m monopole with 1no. 20m monopole supporting 3no. antenna, the removal and replacement of 1no. equipment cabinet and associated ancillary development
Telecommunication Mast 121856 Bolton Road Abbey Village

Ref. No: 22/00486/NOT | Received: Fri 29 Apr 2022 | Validated: Fri 29 Apr 2022 | Status: Granted

· Erection of a detached garage
East Barn Heights Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SJ

Ref. No: 22/00269/FUL | Received: Tue 08 Mar 2022 | Validated: Tue 22 Mar 2022 | Status: Refused

· Two storey rear extension (following demolition of existing outbuilding and utility)
Quarrybeck Farm Bolton Road Withnell Preston PR5 0SP

Ref. No: 20/01293/FULHH | Received: Mon 30 Nov 2020 | Validated: Mon 30 Nov 2020 | Status: Granted

Councillors asked if there was a limit on the height of a fence, it was clarified it was 2 metres before planning permission was needed unless sightlines were affected for road users.

Signage had recently appeared at the Lakeside Coffee shop, Abbey Village it was not known if a planning application was necessary. It was explained that any retrospective applications were likely to be charged double.

	22.075 
	Councillors Issues 
County Councillor Cullens explained the problem with ownership of the private road School Lane (off Bury Lane) and the deteriorating road surface.
Councillor Jones asked for a contact in United Utilities so that discussion regarding the water which flowed underneath the Wildflower meadow at Withnell Fold could be discussed. Mathew Upton’s contact details would be provided.

It was reported that the meadow was to be cut later in the month.

Councillor A Perry requested the Withnell Fold based Councillors consider planting a feature tree. It was explained that recently Withnell Fold Primary School had wanted to plant an Oak Tree. Bill Whisker had been asked for advice on a suitable location to prevent issues in the future. Only the Sports Club land had been felt suitable.

Councillor A Perry also raised the issue of residents parking their vehicles parking on the pavement on the south side of Railway Road making the pavement inaccessible. It was confirmed that obstruction was a police issue but that parking solely on the roadway would create other issues for the flow of traffic.
There was a discussion on parking enforcement.

Councillor Lynch asked how long the 7.5 weight restriction signs would remain in place as they were of benefit. It was explained that the signage at either end of the A674 covered all joining roads. County Councillor Cullens agreed to ask if the signage could be made permanent.

Councillor Lynch also reported that traffic calming measures on School Lane had been requested by a resident. It was explained that consideration was given to installing calming measures when sufficient incidents had been reported to the Police. Councillor S Perry explained that he had been overtaken by a vehicle when he had pulled in to allow on coming vehicles to come up the hill.

Councillor Grime reported that a new bench had appeared on Lodge Bank. There was a discussion on the permissions required. It was agreed to check if the bench was a replacement or totally new.



	22.076 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed G France
Seconded C Howard
Carried Unanimously



	22.077 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 7th July at St Joseph’s Club
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