Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 7th July 2022
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Crompton, G France, M France, S Grime, D Hardy, K Jones and L Lynch.
Also, in attendance Mr. B Golding.

	22.78
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors C France, 
C Howard, A Perry, S Perry, J Taylor and J Whiffen.
Apologies were also received from County Councillor A Cullens



	22.079 
	Membership

There were no changes to report. 


	22.080 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 9th June were approved as a correct record.
Proposed G France
Seconded L Lynch
Carried unanimously
Thanks were expressed to Councillor Crompton for his amendments to the minutes.


	22.081 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(22.67) Councillor Flood would provide an update on the Flood Risk Group under Councillor issues.
(22.68) Councillor Crompton expressed disappointment that future meetings would not be held in each of the 3 other Parish locations following the decision to hold all future meetings at St Joseph’s Club.

(22.67) It was reported that presently earth was being removed form the Oak Tree pub site. It was queried if a ‘Waste Transfer Notice’ was necessary. Councillor G France agreed to check with the Environmental Team. Councillor Grime had reported the mess on the road to LCC Highways, they had come within the hour to assess the problem. A cleaning vehicle had now visited frequently.

It was felt the site looked precarious; it was confirmed there was a 200-page Engineers report on the site which had been considered as part of the planning application. The site layout was discussed. 4 of the properties were to front on to Withnell Fold Old Road.

(22.75) Councillor Jones confirmed she had received the United Utilities contact as requested.

(22.75) At present the weight restriction signage was still in place along the A674. There was a discussion on the enforcement legality of the signage if vehicles were accessing premises. It was agreed to seek an LCC opinion on the route for Heavy Goods Vehicles into Withnell/Brinscall.

(22.75) Thanks were expressed for the work undertaken on cutting the meadow at Withnell Fold.

 

	22.082 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided a verbal report.

A Rights of Wat issue at Heathland/Ollerton Lane had arisen with a new property causing a footpath diversion. It was explained the path could still be walked.
Water erosion had been reported on the footpath along ‘the Pad’. The Lengthsmen were asked to look to see if they could make appropriate repairs. David Goode at LCC would be asked first, however.
Councillor G France reported that the topsoil being stored at Withnell Fold was coming from Strawberry Fields and was to be used for the planned development at Withnell Fold. The contractor had agreed to try and avoid school run times and had offered to reinstate the footpath.


	22.083 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in May
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Footpath adjacent to St Pauls 

Footpath Withnell Fold (2 days)
Drainage

Withnell Fold, Lodge Bank (1 day)

Grass cutting/Strimming

Mowing Withnell Fold (2 days)

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 

Conservation projects

Nil

Public Rights of Way Improvement

Walling

Nil

Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service

Liaise with landowners re hedge cutting

Other

Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day


	22.084 
	Correspondence

Correspondence since the previous meeting included, 
Consultation on Pan-Lancashire draft Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment 2022

A pharmaceutical needs assessment (PNA) describes the needs of the citizens of the area for pharmacy services and includes information on:
· pharmacies across each HWB area and the services they currently provide
· maps of providers of pharmaceutical services across each HWB area
· pharmaceutical contractors in neighbouring HWB areas
· potential gaps in provision and likely future needs for the population of each HWB area
· opportunities for existing pharmacies to provide local public health services
 
In accordance with national regulations, the PNA must be updated every three years
Councillor Lynch that there was no availability of a 24-hour pharmacy in Lancashire and urged Councillors to respond to the Needs Assessment
LCC -Report it on the Go App -Information about the app and what is available can be viewed here: https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/roads-parking-and-travel/report-it/report-it-on-the-go/
LCC Parish & Town Council newsletter (attached to email)

LCC Weight restriction signs (attached to email)

Chorley Council various papers.

	22.085 
	Grant Application
There were no applications for grants.


	22.086 
	Planning Applications since last meeting
22/00581/TCON | Notification of works to trees in a conservation area - Reduction in height of birch tree; fell birch tree to ground level; and fell hazel tree to ground level | Junior Lodge Withnell Fold Withnell

Applications approved

· Application for a certificate of lawfulness for an existing access track
Land To East of Finnington Lane Feniscowles Withnell

Ref. No: 22/00388/CLEUD | Received: Mon 04 Apr 2022 | Validated: Mon 04 Apr 2022 | Status: Granted

· Retention of a field track and bridge crossing utilised to access land at Stanworth Farm
Land To East of Finnington Lane Feniscowles Withnell

Ref. No: 22/00348/FUL | Received: Fri 25 Mar 2022 | Validated: Wed 06 Apr 2022 | Status: Granted

· Application for listed building consent for rear roof dormer extension and a replacement roof
Ivy Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BJ

Ref. No: 22/00254/LBC | Received: Fri 04 Mar 2022 | Validated: Fri 04 Mar 2022 | Status: Granted

There was no further news on the application at The Little Tiger in Abbey Village although a re-design was anticipated.

Councillor Dr M France reported that plans for the shop in Abbey Village were to be revised and resubmitted.


	22.087 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Dr M France reported on some issues relating to the premises at 79 Railway Road and some potential vigilante incidents following a string of opportunist thefts. Councillors were reminded to ask people to report incidents to the Neighbourhood Police Team.
There was a discussion on Neighbourhood Watch.

It was confirmed that CCTV footage needed to have a lawful basis if it was to be shared with the police.

Councillor Lynch asked that a hedge at Abbey Village be trimmed near to the electricity substation adjacent to the former railway station.
Councillor Flood reported that discussion with Rachel Crompton (LCC) had explained that it was unlikely that United Utilities would spend funds on digging up and installing new drains unless many properties were affected. There was however regular cleaning of the drains now occurring.

It was explained that the link pipe to Lodge bank was opened daily.

Floodhub.co.uk provided practical advice for households in flood defence.

As the area was prone to flooding the Chorley Plan would need informing.

In terms of planning LCC as the Flood Authority are consulted. It was difficult and expensive to get independent advice to challenge their view.

Rachel Crompton had offered to arrange a meeting to invite companies to attend but it was likely they would want to sell solutions to those affected.

There was a discussion on the issues raised and the expectation that there would continue to be a big push to build houses.



	22.088 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed A Crompton
Seconded G France
Carried Unanimously



	22.089 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 1st September at St Joseph’s Club.
Several Councillors offered their apologies for the meeting. It was agreed to contact Councillors to see if the meeting would be quorate, if not the next meeting would be in October.
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