Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 5th January 2023
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, J Finlay, S Grime, D Hardy, C Howard, K Jones, 
L Lynch, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mrs S Harty (for part of the meeting) County Councillor A Cullens and Mr. B Golding.

	23.01 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors G France, M France and J Taylor.


	23.02 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	23.03 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 15th December were approved as a correct record. Subject to amendment at 22 126 to read ..Seconded S Perry
Proposed C Howard
Seconded D Hardy
Carried unanimously


	23.04 
	Application for Grants

Mrs Harty was welcomed to the meeting and invited to inform the Parish Council of the details of her grant application considered at the previous meeting.
Mrs Harty explained that ‘Music for All’ had come about some 15 years previously when the Wheelton Family Fun Orchestra was disbanded. Learner sessions were provided monthly and a number on instruments were available to loan out. Local schools would be involved, and it was hoped to boost the number of participants.

As Wildwood Days CIC were working with a lot of groups of young people it was hoped to be able to utilise Youth leaders from ‘Music for All’ to work with and engage young people in musical activity. This would develop the Youth leaders and provide training for young people. Once established it was planned to hand over to Wildwood days to run.
Early Years instruments would be part of the purchase from the grant as would an IT Music programme. 

Councillor’s asked if the sessions provided would be paid for, kit was explained that they were but that the music tuition would be on top of this, otherwise it would not happen. The grant was to support 6 sessions.

Possible use of the Lancashire Culture and Sports Fund was suggested, it was understood that Wildwood days were already looking to access this fund to sustain anything established.

Mrs Harty was thanked for her presentation and left the meeting.

Councillors discussed the application looking at how different aspects were funded by charging and those which were provided free of charge. 

The Council formally approved the award of £ 600.00 on the basis that it would be used for instrument purchase and Music Programme.
Proposed R Flood

Seconded L Lynch

Carried Unanimously



	23.05 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(22.122)) The Little Tiger was not yet open at the Oak Tree, work on the inside had commenced however with the inside being stripped.
(22.122) Councillors asked about the numbers attending the respective ‘Warm Hubs’ It was reported there had only been one person at S Joseph’s Club earlier in the week but that there was regularly 20+ at Hillside with more non church people starting to attend.
(22.122) It was explained that Brinscall Baths was only running for school classes and was not staffing related. County Councillor Cullens explained that provision was being run down prior to temporary closure probably at Easter for repairs. It was explained that the pool sat on a raft and leaked constantly. Councillors asked if it was ca cost saving exercise, it was explained it was not thought so but confirmation of proposed arrangements would be sought.
(22.123) Councillor S Perry reported that 18 people had been in attendance at the Local Plan meeting held the previous day at Abbey Village.

County Councillor Cullens explained that separate plans for Highways and Schools and other infrastructure in separate plans to be published at a later date. There would not be a new High School for Chorley.

(22.124) It was confirmed that all grit bins now had grit in them.

(22.128) Councillor Jones reminded the Council of the request for a noticeboard for Withnell Fold.

(22.128) It was confirmed that the car park lighting at the new gym venture on Chorley Road had been adjusted and was no longer shining directly into facing housing.



	23.06 
	Borough Council Report

In the absence of Councillor Dr M France there was no Borough report.

The Council discussed possible Neighbourhood priorities for this year. It was agreed that the Noticeboard for Withnell Fold and the benches for Railway Park be requested.



	23.07 
	Budget and Precept

The Council considered the budget proposal submitted and agreed to increase the precept to £32000 a 3.22% increase.

(See appendix B)

Proposed C Howard
Seconded S Grime
Carried unanimously


	23.08 
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT 2022 -Work undertaken in December
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Installing Christmas trees x 3, fitting lights (x3) (x2) (3 days)

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Bulb planting Lodge Bank/Withnell Fold 2 days

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Councillor Hardy explained that there appeared to be less litter around. It was explained that a number of people were now collecting litter more frequently.
The possibility of GREAT arranging a litter pick would be explored.

	23.09 
	Correspondence

Correspondence since the last meeting included;
Various Chorley Council papers
Arrangements for Willow Lantern procession
Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Local Plan consultation

Neighbourhood priorities

The Chair reported it was planned to include the numbers of attendees at events which had been supported by the Parish Council in the Chair’s Report to the AGM.

There was a discussion on the allocation of grants and the recent increase in organisations requesting them who were providing philanthropic support to the community.

	23.010 
	Grant Applications
There were no further grant applications to be considered to the one considered at the outset of the meeting.


	23.011 
	Planning Applications since last meeting
Application to discharge condition nos. 5 (drainage), 6 (highway works), 10 (construction management plan), 13 (invasive species management), 14 (landscaping), 18 (ground investigations) and 20 (facing materials and work methodology for restaurant building) of planning permission ref: 22/00413/FUL (Conversion of the existing building to three dwellings and the erection of six new dwellings to the rear following demolition of the existing extensions)
Little Tiger Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DA
Ref. No: 22/01281/DIS | Received: Tue 13 Dec 2022 | Validated: Tue 13 Dec 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision
Prior approval application under Part 3, Class R of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015 (as amended) for the proposed change of use at ground floor level of 10no. agricultural buildings to a flexible use falling with Use Class B8 (storage or distribution) for the storage of building materials [image: image1.png]



Brandwood Fold Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JB
Ref. No: 22/01253/P3PAM | Received: Mon 05 Dec 2022 | Validated: Mon 05 Dec 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision
Application to discharge condition nos. 5 (materials), 6 (construction management plan), 13 (method statement for biosecurity measures), 14 (foul and surface water treatment), 15 (construction environmental management plan), 17 (landscaping scheme), 20 (drainage strategy), 21 (construction surface water management plan), 22 (operation and maintenance manual for surface water drainage), 24 (canal risk assessment and method statement) and 25 (ground contamination) of planning permission ref: 21/01473/FULMAJ (Demolition of the former Grill & Grain Public House and erection of a two storey office building and change of use of the former annex building from ancillary accommodation to commercial use (falling within Use Classes E(a) display or retail sale of goods, other than hot food, E(b) sale of food and drink for consumption (mostly) on the premises, E(c) i financial services, E(c)ii professional services (other than medical services) and/or E(g)i office) with associated car parking, landscaping and works)
The Boatyard Bolton Road Hoghton
Ref. No: 22/01237/DIS | Received: Wed 30 Nov 2022 | Validated: Wed 30 Nov 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision
Erection of stables and menage, including the widening of an existing access [image: image2.png]



Land 55 Metres West Of Stopes Farm Bury Lane Withnell
Ref. No: 22/01213/FUL | Received: Wed 23 Nov 2022 | Validated: Wed 07 Dec 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision
Minor non material amendment to planning permission ref. 20/00920/FUL (Alterations to the existing hotel building in association with the proposed change of use from a hotel to eight residential units) to change the description of development to 'Alterations to the existing hotel building in association with the proposed change of use from a hotel to nine residential units' [image: image3.png]



Oak Royal Golf And Country Club Hotel Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SW
Ref. No: 22/01183/MNMA | Received: Tue 15 Nov 2022 | Validated: Tue 15 Nov 2022 | Status: Awaiting decision
Decisions December 2022
Single storey side extension (following the demolition of existing porch and garage)
23 Larch Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QN
Ref. No: 22/01110/FULHH | Received: Wed 19 Oct 2022 | Validated: Wed 19 Oct 2022 | Status: Granted
First floor side extension including dormer windows to front and rear
1A Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX
Ref. No: 22/01095/FULHH | Received: Sat 15 Oct 2022 | Validated: Mon 17 Oct 2022 | Status: Granted
Erection of agricultural building and associated development for the keeping of livestock
Crossfields Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BH
Ref. No: 22/01092/FUL | Received: Fri 14 Oct 2022 | Validated: Mon 24 Oct 2022 | Status: Granted
Erection of a detached garage (resubmission of planning application ref: 22/00269/FUL)East Barn Heights Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SJRef. No: 22/01072/FUL | Received: Tue 11 Oct 2022 | Validated: Tue 11 Oct 2022 | Status: Refused
Erection of wall to the rear of the property (retrospective)
6 Highfield Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QERef. No: 22/01046/FULHH | Received: Wed 05 Oct 2022 | Validated: Mon 24 Oct 2022 | Status: Granted
Application for a lawful development certificate for the conversion of 2no. dwellinghouses to 1no. dwellinghouse with internal works and some minor external changes
3 Railway Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8RD
Ref. No: 22/01021/CLPUD | Received: Wed 28 Sep 2022 | Validated: Wed 19 Oct 2022 | Status: Granted
Two storey side extension with alterations to the roof incorporating triple gable rear extensions
Heathlands The Close Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZ
Ref. No: 22/00814/FULHH | Received: Tue 26 Jul 2022 | Validated: Tue 26 Jul 2022 | Status: Granted
There was a discussion on the application for Brandwood which was till open for comments. There were Highways issues as the track was unsuitable for access. It was confirmed there were TPO’s on the trees as it was part of the Conservation Area.
It was understood that the initial application for 4 houses had been withdrawn as LCC Highways had raised objections, it had now been re-submitted for building materials storage.

It was agreed that objections be made regarding the access via Withnell Fold and that conditions be requested to avoid school traffic should the Borough Council Development Committee be minded to agree to the new proposal.

Proposed K Jones

Seconded S Perry

Carried Unanimously



	23.012 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor A Perry requested Councillors to consider suitable ‘Platinum Jubilee’ commemorative ideas for the respective Villages, it was agreed to discuss proposals at the next meeting. 
There was a discussion about signs at access points to the villages but as there were so many routes into the Parish, cost and space would be difficult.

Councillor Lynch asked if there was an update about the trees on Dick Lane. It was reported that Bill Whisker (Chorley Borough Tree Warden) was liaising with Mr J Drinkall the landowner. There was a discussion about suitable trees for planting, Councillor Finlay would provide some suggestions.
Councillor S perry reminded the Council of the commitment to plant semi mature trees in Railway Park, it was agreed that Councillor Finlay and the Clerk would liaise regarding suitable trees.

County Councillor Cullens reported on discussions regarding speed restriction on the A674. Ways to improve the signage were being looked into.

County Councillor Cullens also explained the availability of funds from the Local Members Grant scheme. Voluntary, community and faith sector (VCFS) groups working with local people in Lancashire could apply but not Parish Councils.
Councillor Flood reported on the recent meeting regarding the future of the Health Centre, around 150 people had attended. The tendering process was explained. The patient surveys undertaken indicated the service provided was felt to be superior to averages elsewhere. The provision was meeting the needs of the community.

It was explained that recent changes to the legislation regarding the tendering process had been made.

It was agreed to express concern regarding the process and to support the continuation of the present provision to the respective bodies involved.
Proposed R Flood

Seconded L Lynch

Carried Unanimously



	23.013 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed K Jones
Seconded C Howard
Carried Unanimously



	23.014 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 9th February at St Joseph’s Club.
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