Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
On 8th June 2023
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood,  A Christopher, G France, Dr M France, S Grime, D Hardy, C Howard, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr. B Golding.

	23.063 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Finlay and K Jones.



	23.064 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	23.065 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 11th May were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed S Perry
Seconded L Lynch
Carried unanimously


	23.066 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(22.54) Councillor Lynch was still to meet with the Lengthsmen regarding siting for benches along Railway Park/Nature Trail. 

(22.54) Councillor Molyneaux enquired if there was any further news on the proposal by Primrose Holdings for use of land near to Withnell Fold. It was confirmed there wasn’t’.
It was reported that soil continued to be moved from adjacent to the M65 at Finnington and was being taken via Abbey Village to near to Botany Bay. It was confirmed this had been reported to LCC and a visit was planned. Water was also being pumped into the canal at the Finnington site, this too had been reported.

Councillor Dr M France explained that there was still a shortage of employment land across the Borough but that there may be the possibility of the joint arrangements with South Ribble BC and Preston City Council in reducing this.

Councillors asked if the proposed development by Primrose was a possibility. It was explained that a significant change in green belt release would need to occur, so this was unlikely.

(23.57) Councillor Christopher reported that arrangements for siting the bin in Abbey Village were in hand. The play area at Abbey Village had now been tidied.
(23.60) Councillor Wright reported that the Borough had provided 15 litter grabbers to ‘Friends of Great’ Seven bags of litter had been gathered on the recent litter pick. It was now planned to remove the protective tubes from the hawthorns as they were restricting growth.


	23.067 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France reported that the board walk at Lodge Bank had been repaired there was still a trip hazard which had been reported and would be repaired shortly.
The developments at Finnington and at Botany were of concern. The Botany development had no planning permission and two stop orders had been served.

Funds were still available for the disabled swing at Abbey Village but the person who had originally asked for the facility had not been back in touch. It was thought they may have left the area.

The possibility of a further upgrade for the Play Area would be discussed at a future meeting as there was the possibility of a grant and some matched funding.

There was one piece of play equipment at Lodge Bank which was not in use.

The arrangements for parking near the garages on Queensway was being explored.

The plans for development to the rear of the Oak Tree were discussed.

On the Borough front, Councillor Gordon France had been appointed as Deputy Mayor and Councillor Dr M France had been appointed as member for Health, Wellbeing and Partnerships.

Both Councillors were congratulated.

Councillor Dr M France was thanked for her report.



	23.068 
	ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2022/23

The council received and approved a copy of the annual income and expenditure account for 2022/23

The Council received and approved the statement of accounts for 2022/2023 as presented.

The accounts would now be submitted for formal audit.

Proposed G France

Seconded L Lynch

Carried unanimously



	23.069 
	LENGTHSMAN REPORT 2023 -May
. Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Barrier repairs/ Withnell Fold 2-days

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Dole Lane/Bury Lane 

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Tree watering Railway Park numerous days/Rose planting

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day
To aid the watering of tree some slow-release water bags had been ordered.

There had been no volunteers had been found to help with the watering.


	23.070 
	Correspondence

Correspondence since the last meeting included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Abbey Village Play Area

Hub Sunday invite see 

TRO Consultation -proposals for Bury Lane
The possibility of developing Abbey Village Play area would be discussed at a future meeting. The possibility of providing an additional picnic table was raised. It was agreed this would be discussed as apart of any improvement scheme.



	23.071 
	Grant Applications
A request for funding had been received from a member of staff at Brinscall St John’s Primary School. It was explained that Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 enables local councils to spend a limited amount of money for purposes for which they have no other specific statutory expenditure. It had been the practice not to allocate funds to organisations which received their funding by other statutory means so that taxpayers were not “paying twice”
It was explained that the school had significant reserves in the last published information available and that the PTA had yet to contribute to the scheme.

Support could possibly be considered if an organisation such as the PTA was to hold an event for the wider community which was open to all residents. As there were 4 schools in the Parish any application would need the fullest scrutiny so as to be fair and equitable with taxpayers’ money.



	23.072 
	Planning Applications since last meeting
Single storey rear/side extension (retrospective) 34 Pleasant View Withnell Chorley PR6 8SERef. No: 23/00422/FULHH | Received: Fri 12 May 2023 | Validated: Fri 12 May 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 2 (Withnell) 1993: T1 Beech - Radially reduce the south spread by 2m from 5m to 3m and crown thin by 10%; T2 Sycamore - Crown thin 15%; and T3 Ash - Radially reduce the south spread by 3m from 8m to 5 and crown thin by 10%  5 Abbey View Withnell Chorley PR6 8UDRef. No: 23/00415/TPO | Received: Wed 10 May 2023 | Validated: Wed 17 May 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Single storey side extension, single storey rear extension with balcony above, alterations to existing external openings, window and door frames, external wall finishes and interior throughout and new garden pergola, following demolition of existing conservatory to principle entrance and existing rear extension  The Old House Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZRef. No: 23/00414/FULHH | Received: Wed 10 May 2023 | Validated: Wed 10 May 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Single storey rear/side extension  2 Maple Avenue Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QWRef. No: 23/00411/FULHH | Received: Tue 09 May 2023 | Validated: Tue 09 May 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Decisions

Erection of a detached outbuilding (retrospective) 6 Highfield Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QERef. No: 23/00297/FULHH | Received: Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Validated: Fri 31 Mar 2023 | Status: Granted
Single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) 4 Pleasant View Withnell Chorley PR6 8SE Ref. No: 23/00289/FULHH | Received: Thu 30 Mar 2023 | Validated: Thu 30 Mar 2023 | Status: Granted
Extension to existing front dormer 20 Monks Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8SGRef. No: 23/00279/FULHH | Received: Tue 28 Mar 2023 | Validated: Tue 28 Mar 2023 | Status: Granted
Application to discharge condition nos. 5 (materials), 6 (construction management plan), 13 (method statement for biosecurity measures), 14 (foul and surface water treatment), 15 (construction environmental management plan), 17 (landscaping scheme), 20 (drainage strategy), 21 (construction surface water management plan), 22 (operation and maintenance manual for surface water drainage), 24 (canal risk assessment and method statement) and 25 (ground contamination) of planning permission ref: 21/01473/FULMAJ (Demolition of the former Grill & Grain Public House and erection of a two storey office building and change of use of the former annex building from ancillary accommodation to commercial use (falling within Use Classes E(a) display or retail sale of goods, other than hot food, E(b) sale of food and drink for consumption (mostly) on the premises, E(c) i financial services, E(c)ii professional services (other than medical services) and/or E(g)i office) with associated car parking, landscaping and works)
The Boatyard Bolton Road Hoghton
Ref. No: 22/01237/DIS | Received: Wed 30 Nov 2022 | Validated: Wed 30 Nov 2022 | Status: Granted

	23.073 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor A Perry reported that a Thursday drop in Hub was planned at Hillside. This would be a welcome hub for families to receive help and advice through the cost-of-living crisis.
Councillor Christopher reported on a section of fence on ‘the pad’ which had been pushed over. The fence was at the top of the railway embankment so would need urgent repair. The Lengthsmen would look at the problem and it would be reported to the Rangers.

Councillor Dr M France thanked the lengthsmen for planting the roses at Fellstone Vale and to Councillor Lynch for watering them daily.

Councillor Howard thanked the lengthsmen for the repairs at to the car park wall at Withnell Fold and asked if the millennium green could be mowed prior to the end of July. It was explained that the millennium green committee had been gifted some additional land.

Councillor Flood explained it was understood that the woodyard (Donaldson Timber)

Were to relocate to Botany Bay.

Councillor Christopher provided an update on the meetings held regarding the Health Centre management arrangements.

There were now 21 members of the group formed top meet with the ICB.

The Primary Care Team were to report next steps, there had been some debate around the officers involved and it was hoped to get someone more senior from the Procurement team involved. The future consultation process would involve the taking on board of public opinion.
It was planned that a letter received from the ICB regarding process would be published on the Withnell & Brinscall Facebook page so that residents were kept informed.

It was asked if the views already expressed by many would count if the next consultation when commenced, it was confirmed that the process would start all over again.

Some concerns were expressed about the process with the lack of checks undertaken on those bidding being a concern.

It would be necessary to keep the issue high profile in the villages.



	23.074 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed Dr M France
Seconded L Lynch
Carried Unanimously


	23.075 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 6th July at St Joseph’s Club.
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