Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 1st February 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, J Finlay, G France, Dr M France, D Hardy, C Howard, P Molyneux, A Perry and S Perry 
Also, in attendance Mr. B Golding.
	24.01 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors R Flood, S Grime, K Jones, L Lynch, A Perry and S Perry


	24.02 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.03 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 21st December were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed J Finlay
Seconded Dr M France
Carried unanimously.


	24.04 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(23.133) The Clerk advised that there had been an overpayment of CIL funding of 

£11670.79. It had been necessary to pay this back to Chorley Council as anticipated funding for the next year only amounted to £4236.21 so offsetting the amount was not practicable. This limited the CIL funding available for schemes.

At the previous meeting there had been discussion regarding contributing towards the boardwalk repairs at Lodge Bank, the approximate cost were Section 1 - 35m x 1.5m type 1 hardcore topped off with 5mm to dust (topping the path up to 2nd section) = £1000 and Section 2 -75 m x 1.5 m recycled plastic = £15 000. This was for materials only. Chorley Council would provide the labour, so £16000 would be required.
Councillors asked why only one section was being repaired, it was explained that only the boardwalk had been looked at by Chorley Council other sections would be a different scheme.

Councillor G France suggested that the Parish Council offer two thirds towards the scheme.

County Councillor Cullens suggested there may be some funding available via Active Lancashire for this type of scheme. It was agreed to make enquiries.

It was reported that the original cost of the scheme was over £60000.

It was proposed that the matter be deferred to a future meeting for further consideration.
Proposed Dr M France

Seconded P Molyneux

Carried unanimously.
(23.133) It was reported there was no further information regarding the possibility of a pond on the Nature Trail to help capture water.

(23.133) Work on the fence above the Nature Trail at Abbey Village had commenced.

(23.133) there had been 30+ at the recent pensioners party at St Joseph’s Club.

(23.133) There was no further news regarding development at Finnington. The landowner had been served notice to cease quarrying and re-instate the area, they had failed to comply. They had subsequently appealed the decision, it was explained that a recent appeal regarding the nearby Teepee site had taken 14 months.
 
(23.137) Councillor Wright explained that the Wildlife Trust had been allocated funding for conservation work on the West Pennine Moors. The Trust were currently at the development stage of working with farmers to gather information for work with DEFRA. Natural England were also currently running engagement events and conducting a survey on usage and views of the Moor. An event was scheduled in Brinscall. Councillors would be invited.
(23.137) Councillor Finlay provided a report on the Natural England Roadshow. It was explained that the Government wished to develop a register of sites and other areas for biodiversity. The approach being taken was ‘bottom up’ to make sure local people’s views were represented.
(23.140) County Councillor Cullens provided an update on the bridge at Abbey Village. Transfer of ownership from National Highways Historical Railways Estates to LCC was likely to take around 2 years. The traffic lights were being monitored regularly and bollards to limit parking were under consideration.
The possibility of signage at the Bolton end of the A675 regarding bridge weight issues was suggested.

County Councillor Cullens also reported on the possibility of double yellow lines being installed at the junction of Bett Lane and the A674 in Higher Wheelton. However, a 26-week consultation process was necessary if the Police confirmed that parking was an issue. The bus stops also being in the area was also problematic.

County Councillor Cullens was thanked for his update.



	24.05 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France reported that work on the Baths had now commenced and was anticipated to take around 12 weeks. Memorabilia regarding the baths was being sought.
The building site on Queensway to the rear of the Little Tiger was causing issues for neighbours.

It was thought there had been some fly tipping on Quarry Road however the ‘deposit’ had been made purposely for non-payment of a bill.
The lack of available pre- planning advice was causing problems for residents in Withnell Fold. Councillors Dr M and G France had met with Borough Officers in Withnell Fold to look at problems, a number of issues had been identified by the Borough Officers as there was a range of designs in situ.



	24.06 
	Withnell Health Centre
Councillor A Christopher reported on the present position regarding the awarding of a contract for the Health Centre.
New procurement regulations were now in place and at the meeting of the ICB in January a decision had been deferred. Issues around the length of the contract both previously, currently and to be offered were being interpreted as though they were like for like.

The ICB were taking legal advice and getting information from NHS policy makers regarding their intention in the regulations for offering contracts.

The existing service met all the needs of the community.

The ‘most suitable provider’ route to awarding a contract was explained.

Possible intervention at Ministerial level was being explored.
Councillor Christopher was thanked for her update.



	24.07 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -January
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Removal Christmas trees x 3, and lights (x3) (2 days)
Grit bins check and fill (1 day)

Repairs to Notice Board Withnell Fold (1/2day)
Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming.
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Railway Road 2 days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil 

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service.
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

The prohibitive cost of filling the grit bins was explained, the cost for filling the 3 bins just once had been over £105 with much of the grit being taken for personal use on driveways.



	24.08 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

LCC Winter stakeholder bulletin

Mount Pleasant TTRO -road works

Parish & Town Councils Newsletter-attached

Chorley Council CIL overpayment £11670.79

Mayor’s Ball

LCC Devolution consultation

LCC Enforcement Appeal 

County Councillor Cullens info on Abbey Village bridge and availability of grants for organisations.

LCC Warm Hubs grants for those who have not previously applied/benefitted

	24.09 
	Grant Applications
There were no applications for grants.


	24.010 
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the removal of 11no. ash, 2no. sycamore and 3no. willows Withnell Fold Primary School Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 23/01108/TCON | Received: Tue 19 Dec 2023 | Validated: Tue 19 Dec 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Minor non-material amendment to planning permission ref: 21/00755/FULHH (1) Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension and conversion of part of existing garage 2) Erection of first floor side extension and extension of roof dormer ) to replace the existing hipped roof over front projecting garage and porch with a flat roof, reconfigure the rear facing patio doors and to amend the materials of the proposed dormers. 54 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 23/01068/MNMA | Received: Tue 05 Dec 2023 | Validated: Tue 05 Dec 2023 | Status: Granted
Roof extension including hip-to-gable alteration and 2no. front dormers, single storey rear extension 34 Lodge Bank Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QU Ref. No: 23/01064/FULHH | Received: Tue 05 Dec 2023 | Validated: Tue 05 Dec 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) 10 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 23/01040/FULHH | Received: Fri 01 Dec 2023 | Validated: Fri 01 Dec 2023 | Status: Granted
Application for work to a protected tree - Chorley BC TPO 7 (Withnell) 2010: Oak T1 - crown raise to 4 metres; and crown thin by the removal of epicormic growth, dead, dying, defective and crossing branches.  4 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 23/01026/TPO | Received: Tue 28 Nov 2023 | Validated: Mon 11 Dec 2023 | Status: Awaiting decision
Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 13 (Withnell) 1991: T1 Ash - Fell; and T2 Sycamore - Fell.  2 The Cottages The Drive Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8ED Ref. No: 23/01123/TPO | Received: Fri 29 Dec 2023 | Validated: Wed 10 Jan 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision
Replacement of windows to front and rear elevations and replacement front door. 5 - 6 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 23/01102/FULHH | Received: Tue 19 Dec 2023 | Validated: Fri 05 Jan 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision
Decided

Minor non-material amendment to planning permission ref: 21/00755/FULHH (1) Demolition of existing conservatory and erection of single storey rear extension and conversion of part of existing garage 2) Erection of first floor side extension and extension of roof dormer ) to replace the existing hipped roof over front projecting garage and porch with a flat roof, reconfigure the rear facing patio doors and to amend the materials of the proposed dormers. 54 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 23/01068/MNMA | Received: Tue 05 Dec 2023 | Validated: Tue 05 Dec 2023 | Status: Granted
Single storey rear extension and alterations/additions to the front and rear roof lights (following demolition of existing single storey rear extension) 30 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 23/00935/FULHH | Received: Thu 02 Nov 2023 | Validated: Thu 02 Nov 2023 | Status: Granted
Single storey side extension, single storey rear extension with balcony above, alterations to existing external openings and new garden pergola, following demolition of existing conservatory to principal entrance and existing rear extension The Old House Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZ Ref. No: 23/00922/FULHH | Received: Tue 31 Oct 2023 | Validated: Tue 31 Oct 2023 | Status: Granted
Re-roofing of front roof slope (retrospective) 31 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 23/00849/FULHH | Received: Tue 10 Oct 2023 | Validated: Fri 03 Nov 2023 | Status: Granted
Erection of two detached dwellings with associated detached garages (resubmission of planning application ref: 22/01004/FUL) Land Between 20 And Mereside Oakmere Avenue Withnell Ref. No: 23/00454/FUL | Received: Fri 26 May 2023 | Validated: Fri 26 May 2023 | Status: Granted
Single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) 10 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 23/01040/FULHH | Received: Fri 01 Dec 2023 | Validated: Fri 01 Dec 2023 | Status: Granted
Raising of ridge and addition of a side dormer to accommodate a loft conversion 5 Heather Lea Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PH Ref. No: 23/00980/FULHH | Received: Tue 14 Nov 2023 | Validated: Tue 14 Nov 2023 | Status: Withdrawn
Notification of proposed works to a tree within a Conservation Area involving of the crown raise of 1no. oak 3 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 23/00907/TPO | Received: Wed 25 Oct 2023 | Validated: Wed 25 Oct 2023 | Status: Withdrawn
The County Council strategy on trees particularly the Ash dieback problem was explained. LCC would remove Ash dieback trees but not necessarily replant in the same place.

Ash tress that were healthy were being looked at to identify genetic aspects for future growth of Ash trees.

	24.011 
	COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
Councillor Hardy reported on a potential danger for a tree at the entrance to Railway Park from School Lane to the rear of 28 School Lane, a limb had already fallen. It was agreed to report the issue to the ‘Rangers’.
Councillor Christopher raised the issue of a car sales garage parking vehicles all over the local villages, this had now included the back of houses in Abbey Village which were causing obstruction.

It was explained that whilst regretful the vehicles if taxed and MOTs were parked legally.

Councillor Dr M France reported on a recent graffiti issue which had now been removed.


	24.012 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded Dr M France
Carried Unanimously


	24.013 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 7th March and 4th April.
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