Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 7th March 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, G France, Dr M France, S Grime 
D Hardy, C Howard, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr. B Golding.
	24.014 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Finlay and K Jones.


	24.015 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.016 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 1st February were approved and signed as a correct record subject to the list of those present being amended to A, Christopher, J Finlay, G France, Dr M France, D Hardy, C Howard, P Molyneaux and A Wright.
Proposed G France
Seconded A Christopher
Carried unanimously.


	24.017 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(24.04) The Clerk confirmed interest had been recieved on the overpayment of CIL funding.

(24.04) It was confirmed that £ 3000 had been allocated from the Eastern Parishes to the Boardwalk project. Active Lancashire had been asked for a contribution of £10000 via County Councillor Scott Smith. There had been no response as yet.
(24.04) Councillor Wright reported on the hugely successful West Pennine Moors Natural England Roadshow run by The Wildlife Trust for Lancashire, Manchester and North Merseyside. The scheme was currently at the development stage of a 2-year development and was talking to famers, landowners and United Utilities and would be able to claim 20 years of funding. Good discussion and observations from local farmers had been received.
(24.04) The parking issues on Bett Lane and possible progress was explained.

(24.04) Councillor Lynch reported that there was increased HGV usage of Bury Lane possibly due to the problems with the bridge in Abbey Village. There was a discussion on what action could be taken. It was agreed that, if possible, a survey be undertaken.

(24.05) Councillors asked if there was and development with the building on Queensway. It was explained there was no progress and no further information available as to when building would recommence, the developer had 3 years start the development, which they had done.
 It was confirmed that the properties overlooking the scheme had previously been underpinned.
The properties on the former St Lukes site were progressing.

It was explained the development at Withnell Fold Mill had been approved over 20 years ago and was still not completed.

It was explained that the developer at Abbey Village on the former site of the Little Tiger was struggling to sell the houses.
(24.05) The work on the Baths was going well, there was as yet no confirmed re-opening date.

(24.06) Councillor Christopher provided an update on the present position regarding the contract arrangements for running the Health Centre. The ICB had met the previous week to consider the two options ‘most suitable provider’ or to go out to tender.

The legalities of the ‘most suitable provider’ were explained and this process would take longer to complete. The tender process was quicker and would be completed by October.

Members of the public would be invited to be part of the procurement strategy.

The ICB had strengthened due diligence and were involving the public as part of the evaluation panel. They would be trained.

The final decision on the process to be used was likely to take place the following week.

The arrangements for notifying Dr Robinson of the process options was explained, it appeared to be less than satisfactory.

There was a discussion on the possible arrangements and the possible criteria to select members of the public to be involved.

The Parish Council expressed thanks to the Committee for their work.

Councillor Christopher explained she was now a member of the Citizen Reference Group.


	24.018 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France reported that a grit bin for Higher Bank Street had been requested but LCC had declined as it was an unadopted road.
There had been an increase in the amount of dog excrement being left on Dick Lane and on the Nature trail. Councillor asked if there was any value if providing free dog excrement packs, it was explained that data showed there wasn’t as bags were just taken.

It was explained that the Canal and River Trust had taken a decision to remove all bins along their waterways due to the cost of emptying them.

Councillor Dr M France was requested to see if the Dog Wardens could be asked to visit.

A dog waste bin had been requested for Monks Drive although this had been declined on the basis the pavement was not wide enough, although this did not appear to be the case.

The wall at the entrance to Lodge Bank Play area had been damaged, this had been reported.

There had been a complaint about the bus route into Chorley.
An email from a resident in Withnell Fold asking the Council to consider adopting the Memorial Gardens and applying for Village Green status had been received just prior to the meeting.

It was explained that considerable work had previously gone into investigating the possibility of a Village Green application in 2014. The County Councillors Senior Solicitor had advised that the threshold in the Legislation (Commons Act 2006) on Village Greens could not be met as there was no known owner and there had to be 20 consecutive years of proof of use of lawful sports and pastimes, on the Memorial Gardens in order for any application to be successful. This was not available. There had been no change to the Legislation.
The Council were reminded that they owned nor were responsible for any land or property within the Parish and any change would require an increase in precept to cover on going costs and risks.


	24.019 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -February
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Benches Dick Lane, Dole Lane, Bury Lane 2 days.
Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Withnell Fold 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming.
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 2 days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil 

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service.
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Commenced making Notice board for Withnell Fold 1 day- It was anticipated the notice board would be ready by the next meeting.



	24.020 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards

LCC Democratic Services

· Free framed portrait of the King

· 80th Anniversary of D Day Beacons

Business Crime Conference invitation

Police Personal security briefings

Blackburn with Darwen Local Plan acceptance 2021-2037

Chorley Council Business Energy, Road to Net Zero

	24.021 
	Grant Applications
There were no applications for grants.


	24.022 
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Replacement and renovation of existing roof covering 17 Thirlmere Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8AY Ref. No: 24/00106/IN | Deposited: Wed 14 Feb 2024 | Decided: Wed 14 Feb 2024 | Status: Accept

Install a gas-fired boiler 2 South Terrace Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DW Ref. No: CP/24/00682/GASAFE | Deposited: Tue 06 Feb 2024 | Decided: - | Status: Building Works Completed

Decisions

Replacement and renovation of existing roof covering 17 Thirlmere Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8AY Ref. No: 24/00106/IN | Deposited: Wed 14 Feb 2024 | Decided: Wed 14 Feb 2024 | Status: Accept

	24.023 
	COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
Councillor Howard sought clarification on the availability of CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy) for Withnell Fold. The Borough had indicated they had funds available for the Memorial Gardens and the Bothy but nothing for the Millenium Green.
The Clerk explained that CIL was available for use for Infrastructure projects such as paths but not for tree management which was the current priority for the Millenium Green Trust.

Councillor Dr M France reported on the significant amount of slurry on Dick Lane and the risk of it washing into the Goit. It was explained due to the fields being so wet the contractor used by the farmer had sprayed the slurry on to the fields from the road.
It was reported that the Air Ambulance had landed in Brinscall earlier in the day to provide care for a patient who was part of a rambling group visiting the area.


	24.024 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded G France
Carried Unanimously


	24.025 
	Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 4th April and 11th May.
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