Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 4th April 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, G France, Dr M France, S Grime 
D Hardy, J Finlay, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr. B Golding.
	24.026 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors C Howard and K Jones.


	24.027 
	Membership

There were no changes to report. Thanks were expressed to those Councillors who had completed their nomination forms for the forthcoming election.


	24.028 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th March were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed S Perry
Seconded A Christopher
Carried unanimously.


	24.029 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(24.17).  A request via County Councillor Scott Smith for support with funding for the boardwalk at Lodge Bank had been submitted but there was still no response.
(24.04) It was explained that LCC Highways had indicated it was not possible to undertake a

survey of size of vehicle using Bury Lane. It was reported that a number of vehicles belonging to the company that owned the quarry had been seen using Bury Lane recently.
Councillors asked if there was not a condition in the planning permission for Armstrong’s to only use access via Abbey Village.
There was a discussion on what was ‘access’ to premises in the area and what routes could be used. It was explained that environmental weight restrictions included exemptions for:

· vehicles making deliveries or collections at premises within the restriction.
· vehicles working on or near the roads in question.
· emergency service and military vehicles

· buses, coaches and other public service vehicles

This meant that vehicles requiring legitimate access within the area covered by the weight limit, such as to deliver to a shop or access an industrial unit, are permitted. It would only be vehicles using the route through the villages which would be restricted, and this would need to be policed.

It was agreed to ask Armstrong’s to ask their drivers to only approach the quarry from the designated route via Abbey Village.
(24.18) Councillor France would check with the Dog Wardens about potential for visits to the area. It was reported that at a site at which dog excrement bags were provided they had all been taken with little or no evidence of legitimate use.
(24.23) In answer to a question it was reported there had been no reoccurrence of slurry being left on Dick Lane, it had mostly gone and been washed away.


	24.030 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France reported that Councillor G France was now being briefed on his Mayoral duties which started in May.

The site of the Council Offices on Bengal Street was now up for sale. It was understood the Department based there were moving to Ackhurst.

There had been some minor repairs on the boardwalk at Lodge Bank.

There was a discussion on the funding of the repairs/replacement boardwalk. A bid for £10000 had been made to Active Lancashire but no response received. The Council had CIL funds which could be put to go with the £3000 from the Eastern Parishes.

There was a discussion on the financial liability of the Parish Council if it fully funded the scheme itself although it was explained any CIL contribution would be for materials only, the work would be carried out by the Borough Council or its contractors.

County Councillor Cullens explained the LCC process for considering bids and would follow up on behalf of the Council to see if there was the likelihood of any contribution being received.
Once this information was received it was agreed that a decision would be made on how the Parish Council would contribute to the scheme. This decision would be made at the May meeting.
Councillor France had reminded the Tree Officer that there had still been no replacement trees planted along Dick Lane.

Councillors expressed their best wishes to Councillor Gordon France in his Mayoral year.



	24.031 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -March
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park Withnell Fold, 5 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Flagpole repairs 1/2 day

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Withnell Fold 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming.
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Railway Road, 2 days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil 

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service.
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Notice board for Withnell Fold 1.5 days

Councillor Hardy reported on the work undertaken in repairing the flagpole in Brinscall and supplying and fitting the noticeboard at Withnell Fold.

The lengthsmen were asked to repair the railings at Brinscall War memorial and to also paint the flower boxes, when it was possible.



	24.032 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards

Notice of Election

Email from J Finlay re Brinscall Quarry

Lancashire-s Nature Recovery
Post Office communication regarding Brinscall Post Office.
The Council discussed the proposals from the Post Office for future provision locally. The present Postmaster had been in the village since 1987. Possible options were considered but were limited by the legal requirements. Councillor Grime explained how the current mobile provision operated in Belmont and Abbey Village.
The Council discussed the proposed communication from members of GREAT to Armstrong’s Quarry. Councillors expressed their views and agreed to not offer support for the communication.

	24.033 
	Grant Applications
The Council considered three applications for grants.
Hillside Methodist Church had submitted an application for a cooker and installation to support its work with their Friday HUB, at which over 60 different people attended, and currently simple meals were prepared for over 30 people each week. A bigger cooker would alleviate pressures currently being experienced and provide a safer working environment.
Following discussion, the Council agreed to offer a grant for the purchase of the cooker but not for its fitting.

Proposed G France

Seconded P Molyneaux

Carried with one abstention.
Withnell Fold Millenium Green Trust had submitted an application for £2508 to pay for the removal of trees at Withnell Fold Millenium Green. Following discussion on the proposal it was proposed that an amount of £500 be offered as a contribution towards the work as an exception to the normal guidance that a grant would be for a piece of capital equipment or for a specific community event. This proposal was not seconded.

It was proposed not to support the application as the removal of trees did not meet the discussed criteria for the awarding of grants.

Proposed D Hardy

Seconded G France

Carried with one abstention.

A letter asking for support for St Joseph’s Club with its Platinum celebration in September had been received. The event was to be an open event for all in the community, it was agreed to support as bid in principle but agreed that a completed application form would need to be submitted before the Council could approve an award. The event would also need to be advertised as widely as possible.
Councillors were informed of the free use offered to a number of organisations by the Club which helped those organisations to thrive.


	24.034 
	PLANNING APPLICATIONS SINCE LAST MEETING
Application to discharge conditions 8 (felling of ash tree) and 13 (surface water drainage scheme) of planning permission ref: 23/00454/FUL (Erection of two detached dwellings with associated detached garages (resubmission of planning application ref: 22/01004/FUL)) Land Between 20 And Mereside Oakmere Avenue Withnell Ref. No: 24/00219/DIS | Received: Wed 20 Mar 2024 | Validated: Wed 20 Mar 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of a proposed single storey rear extension (conservatory) measuring 4m in depth, with eaves height of 2.36m, and a maximum height of 3.3m  12 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 24/00196/PDE | Received: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Validated: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

single storey rear extension, following demolition of existing conservatory and conversion of part of integral garage to habitable accommodation  10 Fellstone Vale Withnell Chorley PR6 8UE Ref. No: 24/00195/FULHH | Received: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Validated: Thu 07 Mar 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Conversion of church to 2 no. dwellings, with associated parking. Withnell Fold Methodist Church Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZ Ref. No: 24/00173/FUL | Received: Mon 04 Mar 2024 | Validated: Mon 04 Mar 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey side extension (following demolition of existing garage)  151 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PT Ref. No: 24/00066/FULHH | Received: Tue 30 Jan 2024 | Validated: Tue 05 Mar 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 13 (Withnell) 1991: T1 Ash - Fell; and T2 Sycamore - Fell 2 The Cottages The Drive Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8ED Ref. No: 23/01123/TPO | Received: Fri 29 Dec 2023 | Validated: Wed 10 Jan 2024 | Status: Granted

Use of land for an outdoor activity centre and wedding/events venue, erection of tipi and retention of building for kitchen/food preparation and storage and retention of toilet block building (Retrospective) Riley Green Marina Bolton Road Hoghton Preston PR5 0SP Ref. No: 23/00477/FUL | Received: Wed 07 Jun 2023 | Validated: Tue 17 Oct 2023 | Status: Granted

	24.035 
	COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
Councillor Christopher reported on the present position regarding the Health Centre contract. There had been no further communication since the recently circulated letter to all Councillors. The Panel membership to work jointly on proposals was still not known.

Councillor Christopher reported that two new trees had been planted in Abbey Village Play Area by Electricity Northwest. They were a welcome addition.

Councillor Finlay reported that the GRAT walks leaflet had been reprinted and that the original grant allocation received had now been fully spent.

Councillor Finlay queried defibrillator access locally, it was explained there were a number of sites locally, they could be found quickly via websites including Heart safe UK  Search & Find UK Defibrillator Locations Near You | HeartSafe Map and De FIB Finder . Defib finder – find the defibrillators nearest you.
It was explained that Chorley Angels offered training sessions. First Aid Event Cover | First Aid Training | Chorley's Angels First Aid (chorleyfirstaid.co.uk)
Councillor Dr M France reported that a boat recently seen on Croft Lodge was putting an aquatic chalk treatment Siltex into the Lodge to help improve the quality of the water.

Councillor Flood reported that the application for a pond which the Flood Group had been informed about had not been successful. Feedback from LCC following the last meeting was still awaited. There had been no apparent issues locally following the recent heavy rain.



	24.036 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed G France
Seconded L Lynch
Carried Unanimously


	24.037 
	Date and Time of next meeting

As the room was pre booked for the second Thursday of each month, it was agreed that the next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Wednesday 8th May, preceded by the Parish meeting and AGM.
County Councillor Cullens provided an update explaining the parking proposals at Bett Lane in Wheelton were subject to consultation.
The deeds for the bridge at Abbey Village were now accessible to LCC and work would commence later in the year.

Resident parking arrangements on Dole Lane were being looked into, it was confirmed following a question that residents would not be required to pay.

Councillors asked County Councillor Cullens if the speed limit on Dole Lane could be looked at, it was confirmed it could but that there were national Guidelines which must be followed.
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