Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 18th July 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, J Finlay, G France, S Grime, D Hardy, 
C Howard, K Jones, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry (for part of the meeting) and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Dr M Duggleby (Church Warden St Paul’s) Mr J Hannett (Community Futures) and Mr. B Golding.
	24.063 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillor Dr M France and S Perry (for part of the meeting)


	24.064 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.065 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th June were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed J Finlay
Seconded K Jones
Carried unanimously.


	24.066 
	Rural Housing Enabler Service

Mr Hannett was welcomed to the meeting. Mr Hannett explained that Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) were funding a one-year pilot scheme to help provide affordable homes in rural areas. 

Sires for development would be ‘rural exception sites’ not part of the Local Plan and were eligible for planning exceptions.

Defra targets for the scheme were for communities of 3000 or less with the possibility of providing up to 10 houses to meet local housing need.

There was nothing operational in Lancashire, so Community Futures had secured funding (from Defra) to provide a Rural Housing Enabler Service up to March 2025.
First steps of any scheme would be to undertake a Community Housing Needs Survey to ascertain if there was need in a community and then if there was work with others to develop a scheme.
 Lune Walk at Halton Lancaster was used an example of a successful scheme in the Northwest.

Mr Hannett explained the current levels of local housing allowance t £450 per month for a one bed property and £920 for a 4-bed property.
Councillors asked if someone had identified a need in the area. Mr Hannett explained there was a need in the PR6 postcode area with data gathered from the Central Lancashire Plan, letting agencies and landowners.

Councillors asked why there had been little activity in Lancashire, it was explained this was not known but there had been successful schemes in the south.

Councillors asked how important Parish Councils were in the scheme, it was explained they were crucial, the Parish Councils help was needed to ascertain community need.

Councillors asked if there were any links with Age Concern to support older people who can’t manage in large houses. It was explained there wasn’t that the scheme was not for supported housing needs.

Councillor G France reminded the Council that the plan in Chorley was for no green belt land to be used for development.

Dr Duggleby was introduced to the meeting. Dr Duggleby explained he was a Church Warden at St Withnell St Paul’s and that he and his colleagues on the Parochial Church Council at the Church wanted to serve the local community. They owned a bit of land at the side of the church and did not want to sell it to a developer but wanted to maintain an income so had got in touch with Mr Hannett about the possibility of community housing.
The issue for the church was that the land was green belt.

Councillors asked how the income would be utilised Dr Duggleby explained this would still need to be considered.

Councillors asked about the previous slae of St Lukes, it was explained this had been originally sold to develop St Paul’s, but the buyer had changed the plan.

Councillors asked what was to prevent the Parochial Church Council doing the same, Dr Duggleby explained it was planned to cover the arrangements by covenant.

Councillors enquired about the ‘Right to Buy’ legislation and how this may impact any scheme. The work of Housing Justice in this area was explained.
Mr Hannett explained that building on the green belt using the rural exception site route could only be to provide affordable homes, 10 houses run by a housing association would be the most that could be developed with some of the funds going to support the church.
There was a requirement to establish a need before any further action could be taken.

Councillors expressed nervousness about green belt encroachment.

Mr Hannett explained that Community Futures would be able to fund a survey but that some help may be needed.

Councillors asked if Blackburn Diocese or the Church of England had a housing group. It was not known if this was the case.

Councillor Wright expressed his view regarding the tension between green belt and housing and that land was wanted for wildlife to thrive with planners using affordable housing as an excuse and then the land not being built on for a considerable period until ‘market conditions’ are right.

Mr Hannett confirmed that the request was initially for support for a survey and that Community Futures would pay for the analysis.
Councillor Lynch suggested that any survey emphasise that ‘rent for the properties would be put back into the community’, it was explained that the full scope of any plan could be discussed at a later stage. Dr Duggleby explained the PCC wanted to plan for a community area.

The Chair invited Councillors to vote on the proposal to support in principle the undertaking of a needs survey. 
Councillors voted 8 for with 4 abstentions to the principle of conducting a survey.

Councillors asked about the planned use of funds from the sale of St Lukes as it had been stated that those funds would be used to provide a community facility at St Paul’s. Dr Duggleby explained that the funds were held so that other funds could be attracted as part contribution.
Dr Duggleby and Mr Hartnett left the meeting.

There was a discussion on the issues raised with Councillors expressing concern about green belt encroachment and other development schemes within the Parish to which objections had been raised.

	24.067 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(24.53) (24.47)) Councillor Christopher reported that work in Abbey Village on replacing roofs had been halted, it was not known how long this would be for. Some work was being undertaken re-using the original slates on some of the properties. Accent Housing had been taken over by another Housing Association and work had now begun replacing window and doors.
(24.57) The Armed Forces concert cancelled due to the general election had been re-arranged for November.
(24.57) It was confirmed that resident’s consultation regarding the ‘Coronation Orchard’ at Phyliss Moss Gardens had been immediate neighbours and other nearby residents.

Councillor Jones reported that 2025 would the 25th year of the Millenium Green at Withnell Fold.



	24.068 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor G France reported on revised costs for the Boardwalk replacement at Lodge Bank.
It was explained that the cost had now increased to £21440.71 from the original £15000 estimated in 2023. Mention of a stone alternative had been provided but no costing for this and subsequent reduction in the cost of the boardwalk was available. 

The availability of funding from the Borough was queried as both the Eastern Parishes Committee (£3000) and the parish Council (£12000) had already committed funding.

Councillor Finlay reminded the Council that the original arrangement for the path had been with LCC, Chorley Borough and United Utilities.

Councillor G France explained that the Borough were to provide the labour to undertake the path improvement.

Councillor Finlay queried the competitiveness of just having one quote for the work and explained some quick research he had undertaken on the costings provided.

It was agreed to ask the Borough Council for a contribution of around £3000 to enable the Parish Council to be able to afford other schemes for other parts of the parish.
There was a discussion on the need for drainage should stone be used for part of the path.

Councillor Finlay would ask United Utilities if funding was available from them.

It was agreed to take a final decision at the next meeting of the Parish Council



	24.069 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -June
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

 Withnell Fold 1-day

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming.
Dole Lane/Bury Lane, Railway Road -2 days.
Clearing leaves & weeds
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Removing overhanging branches, strimming Railway Park

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service.
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

The Lengthsmen were requested to cut hedge along the footpath adjacent to St Paul’s and reminded that the path at Withnell Fold Millenium Green would want cutting later in the summer.



	24.070 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards 

Councillor G France re 50th Anniversary of Withnell Parish Council

Invitation for the Chairman to Installation of Ben Clayton, new vicar for St Paul's and St Barnabas 1st September.

Code of Conduct training Chorley Town Hall 29th July

Police and Crime Plan Public Consultation 
It was explained that Councillor France had reported that it had been 50 years since the parish Council had been formed from the former Urban District Council. It was agreed to mark 50 years of serving the local community be placing an advert in the St Josephs Club programme for their platinum celebrations later in the year.

It was suggested that the Police Rural Crime Team be invited to a future Parish Council meeting.

	24.071 
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.


	24.072 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Extension of single storey garage to form a two-storey home office with existing garage to the ground floor.  Goffs Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BN Ref. No: 24/00497/FULHH | Received: Mon 17 Jun 2024 | Validated: Mon 17 Jun 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension, two storey side extension and single storey front extension. Hazelwood 20 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AX Ref. No: 24/00456/FULHH | Received: Wed 05 Jun 2024 | Validated: Wed 05 Jun 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

First floor extension including side facing balcony above existing garage, single storey rear extension, infill porch to front elevation, and associated alterations including change of windows, roofline and rainwater goods.  6 Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 24/00431/FULHH | Received: Fri 24 May 2024 | Validated: Fri 24 May 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed two storey rear extension, single storey north side extension and single storey south side extension Heathfield Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 24/00326/CLPUD | Received: Thu 25 Apr 2024 | Validated: Mon 29 Apr 2024 | Status: Granted

Application to discharge conditions 8 (felling of ash tree) and 13 (surface water drainage scheme) of planning permission ref: 23/00454/FUL (Erection of two detached dwellings with associated detached garages (resubmission of planning application ref: 22/01004/FUL)) Land Between 20 And Mereside Oakmere Avenue Withnell Ref. No: 24/00219/DIS | Received: Wed 20 Mar 2024 | Validated: Wed 20 Mar 2024 | Status: Granted
Councillor Howard reported on the lengthy planning application process for the conversion of Withnell Fold Chapel.

	24.073 
	COUNCILLORS ISSUES 
Councillor S Perry joined the meeting during this item.

Councillor Lynch reported that the hedge along the pavement side of the road beyond Butterworth Brow was encroaching.
Councillor Lynch was also still ringing companies whose drivers were using Bury Lane to access railway Road instead of coming via Abbey Village.

Councillor Howard requested that the grass at Withnell Fold Millenium Green be cut again in September.

Councillor S Perry requested that attempts be made to have the road work signs, which had been left behind following recent work, removed.

Councillor Christopher requested that Abbey Village Play Area be strimmed.
Councillor Christopher explained the growth of the Citizen Reference Group for the ICB which had now grown to 18 with 3 of those registered at Withnell Health Centre. The role of the Patient Engagement Advisory Committee was explained.

Councillor Wright reported that the GREAT Committee had met with Armstrong’s to discuss a memorial for the involvement with Barcelona La Sagrada Familia church. Surprisingly, the possibility of a sculpture had been suggested, the GREAT Committee would investigate the matter further and report back.

Councillor Hardy reported that a new bus shelter had been erected on the A674, it was thought there was no service along the section of road, however.

Councillor Flood reported that the ‘Flood Group’ were to meet the following week, there had been no issues this year but some issues along Lodge Bank had arisen.

The increase in rats locally was discussed.



	24.074 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed G France
Seconded K Jones
Carried Unanimously

	24.075 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 5th September at St Joseph’s Club.
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