Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 7th November 2024
PRESENT: Councillors; G France, A Christopher, J Finlay, Dr M France S Grime, 
D Hardy, C Howard, P Molyneux, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	24.0115 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors, R Flood, K Jones, Lynch and A Perry.
In the absence of Councillor Flood, Councillor G France chaired the meeting.



	24.0116 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	24.0117 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 7th November were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed C Howard
Seconded J Finlay
Carried unanimously.


	24.0118 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

((24.105) It was explained that agreement had been reached with Mr Drinkall regarding the digging of holes for replacement trees to be planted along Dick Lane.  Arrangements to plant the trees was weather dependant.
(24.105) Councillor Christopher advised that work the Play Area at Abbey Village was also weather dependant.
(24.105) Councillor G France reported that the Boardwalk repairs were due in the early part of the new year.
(24.106) Councillor G France reported he had completed his sponsored swim and explained the Baths would open more fully in January. All the Clubs would be accommodated first and then the public opening hours agreed.
(24.111) It was explained that the planning application for a storage shed on land off Bolton Road Abbey Village, which had been refused permission had been appealed.

(24.112) Councillor Howard reported that the light pollution emanating from Withnell Fold Hall had been turned off.

(24.112) Councillor Perry reported on the brief tv report from St Pauls Church on Private James Miller VC. 



	24.0119 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France explained the possible arrangements for Local Government following the recent announcement regarding the future of Lancashire County Council.
The Christmas lights switch on had gone well.
It was explained that the number of houses to be built across the Borough had gone up slightly following the Governments recent announcement on building houses nationally.

There was a discussion on the compulsory purchase of empty property and if that would count towards ‘new build’

United Utilities had fitted a new valve at the Pump House on Railway Road.

There was a discussion regarding the planning application at Finnington.

Councillor Christopher explained the arrangements and the community involvement in opposing the application.



	24.0120 
	Budget 2025/26 /Precept

The Council agreed the proposed budget (Appendix B) and set the Precept for 2025/26 at £33975
Proposed C Howard
Seconded A Christopher
Carried Unanimously



	24.0121 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -Work undertaken in November/December
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Installing Christmas trees x 3, fitting lights (x3) (x2) (3 days)

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1 day

Railway Road 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Bulb planting 2 days-Bury Lane, Heather Lea Drive, Lodge Bank 
Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day



	24.0122 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included;
Various Chorley Council papers
Trading Standards Consumer alerts

LCC Winter Stakeholder bulletin

Chorley BC Resident allotment survey

Concern re crossing Abbey Village

Housing needs survey being conducted 22/11-22/12

County Councillor Cullens had enquired about the Zebra Crossing markings in Abbey Village on behalf of the Parish Council. LCC Highways had responded “……regarding faded markings on Bolton Road, Chorley. In line with our Highways Maintenance Policy, we will only replace or refresh traffic markings at safety critical, or enforceable locations. These include solid centre line and edge of carriageway markings, junction give way markings and stop lines. We will also refresh formal pedestrian crossing points and school zig zag markings.
 
We have reviewed the crossing on Bolton Road outside the local school. We have raised an order to refresh the zebra marks at the crossing. Unfortunately, we cannot provide a specific timescale for completion because adverse weather conditions significantly affect this type of work. However, we will complete this remedial work as soon as practical.
 
The existing beacons at this crossing are already illuminated by LED's so there is no need to alter these. Due to the good safety record at this location, we cannot support the request to build out the crossing and add red paint to the approaches. At this time, without diminishing the concerns for this location, we have other areas that we must prioritise for safety measures.”


	
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.

	24.0123 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Erection of 7 no. dwellings including hard and soft landscaping, car parking and all associated works following demolition of the existing buildings  The Boatyard Bolton Road Hoghton PR5 0SP Ref. No: 24/00990/FUL | Received: Fri 22 Nov 2024 | Validated: Fri 22 Nov 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension, two storey side extension and single storey front extension. Hazelwood 20 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AXRef. No: 24/00973/FULHH | Received: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Validated: Thu 28 Nov 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision
New roof to existing bungalow including raised ridge and eaves height, and front and rear dormers, single storey rear extension, extension to existing driveway, and associated elevational alterations (following demolition of existing single storey rear projection)  8 Larch Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QN Ref. No: 24/00969/FULHH | Received: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Validated: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision
Minor non-material amendment to planning permission ref: 22/00476/FUL (Erection of garden outbuilding/garage (following demolition of existing detached garage) in order to increase the depth of the garage and the insertion of windows to the rear elevation
33 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BARef. No: 24/00976/MNMA | Received: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Validated: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Status: Withdrawn

Erection of agricultural building (part retrospective) Land To The Southwest Of New Wicken House Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BE Ref. No: 24/00952/FUL | Received: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Validated: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Detached garage with habitable accommodation within roof space Hoghton View Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 24/00951/FULHH | Received: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Validated: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a detached outbuilding incidental to the main dwelling  Goffs Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BN Ref. No: 24/00908/CLPUD | Received: Fri 25 Oct 2024 | Validated: Fri 25 Oct 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Hybrid Planning Application seeking: Part A Detailed planning permission for ground remodelling and associated earthworks to form a development platform, site drainage including diversion of watercourses, ecological mitigation, new means of access to A674 via a 3-arm traffic controlled junction (including widening and realignment of the main carriageway), internal access road and related structures, utilities diversion, landscaping and associated works; and Part B Outline planning permission (with all matters reserved except for means of access and layout) to erect two warehouse and distribution units (Use Class B8) including ancillary offices and staff welfare facilities, with a combined floorspace of up to 120,780 sqm (GEA), service yards and associated infrastructure, car and cycle parking, internal circulation roads, footpaths and cycle routes, internal landscaping and associated ancillary works.  

Land To East Of Finnington Lane Feniscowles Withnell Ref. No: 24/00847/OUTMAJ | Received: Wed 09 Oct 2024 | Validated: Thu 07 Nov 2024 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for an existing single storey rear extension. 8 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8RX Ref. No: 24/00850/CLEUD | Received: Wed 09 Oct 2024 | Validated: Wed 09 Oct 2024 | Status: Granted

Application for works to a protected tree - Chorley BC TPO 10 (Abbey Village) 2010: T1 Sycamore - Prune to provide 2 metres clearance from property. Abbeystead Farm 127 Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DP Ref. No: 24/00775/TPO | Received: Tue 10 Sep 2024 | Validated: Mon 23 Sep 2024 | Status: Withdrawn

The Council discussed the Finnington application.
It was agreed to object to the application as it was inappropriate development within the Green Belt.

Councillors also queried the claim made in the application regarding numbers to be employed and questioned how this could possibly be known at this stage of an application.

There was no evidence provided for the claim.



	24.0124 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillors thanked the lengthsmen for the Christmas trees which looked good.
Councillor Grime queried if there was any news on the passing bays on Dole Lane. It was explained there wasn’t at this stage.

Councillor Perry reported on the public meeting organised by Cadent regarding the planned closure of Bury lane for gas pipe work replacement.

Councillor Perry had reported potholes on Buckholes Brow. It was also noted the road had recently been cleaned.
Councillor Hardy reported that the dog wate bins at Dick Lane was overflowing. The possibility of a bin at the end of Lodge Bank was queried.



	24.0125 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed A Christopher
Seconded S Grime
Carried Unanimously


	24.0126 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 6th February at St Joseph’s Club.
.
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