Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 6th February 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, J Finlay, Dr M France, S Grime, 
D Hardy, C Howard, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.01 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors, G France and K Jones.


	25.02 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.03 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 19th December were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed Dr M France
Seconded S Perry
Carried unanimously.


	25.04 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

((24.118) It was explained that 8 bare rooted trees had been delivered, 4 had been planted but the other 4 could not yet be planted due to water filling the holes which had been dug. The possibility of using pots was explained. 
Thanks were expressed to Mr Drinkall for digging the holes.

There was a discussion on the drainage of the two fields either side of Dick Lane and the possible reasons for the excess amount of water.

It was planned to raise the issue with United Utilities at the next Flood Group meeting.

(24.124) Councillor Christopher explained that a Residents Group had been established to object to the hybrid planning application at Finnington. Neighbouring Parish Councils both in Chorley and Blackburn with Darwen were also actively involved. It was understood that over 450 letters of objection had so far been submitted.
The actions of the developer in challenging the County Council on an enforcement order which was in place was explained.

As it was possible that the matter may end up with a Public Enquiry the Residents Group had established a ‘go fund me’ page which had already raise a substantial amount in a matter of days. Details of other support which was being provided was given.

Local Plans were shortly to be consulted on, it was understood the land remained in the green belt in those plans.

The need to consider cyclists and walkers using Finnington Lane was explained.

Precedents established at National level for refusing similar applications were detailed.
Councillor Christopher was thanked for her update.

(24.125) It was explained that the planned closure of Bury Lane for work on the gas infrastructure by Cadent was scheduled for 10 weeks but that it was possible work could be completed in 6 weeks. County Councillor Cullens explained he had requested additional parking enforcement in Brinscall during this period.
There was a discussion on the number of United Utilities water tankers in the area currently due to a problem with the supply.
Councillor Christopher explained there was currently a leak in Abbey Village (this was unconnected to the previous discussion) Work to repair had commenced but an issue with a valve had resulted in the holes dug being refilled and the leak continued.

Councillor Grime asked if there was an update on the passing points on Dole Lane, it was explained they were approved and were awaiting installation.

County Councillor Cullens provided an update on the traffic lights/railway bridge in Abbey Village. It was explained that the Railways Trust would not give access to underneath the bridge, they were the body with legal responsibility for maintain the bridge, but this was to 1926 standards. The documents they had passed to the County Council who had agreed to take over responsibility for the bridge were over 100 years old and incomplete, this had caused the delay in undertaking repairs.

Q Councillors asked how long it may be till the matter was resolved, it was explained it was anticipated it would be during this summer.



	25.05 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided an overview of work undertaken on local issues.

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School had requested that they were no longer used as a Polling Station, they had suggested St Paul’s Church as an alternative. It was felt St Paul’s church was not as accessible as the school.

Councillors were invited to the Mayors Charity Ball and asked to contribute raffle prizes if possible.

A request for a memorial bench at Lodge Bank had been received and an explanation of there being to many already provided to the applicant.

The application at 9 Withnell Fold for new windows had been approved, this was beneficial to a number of other locals and commonsense had prevailed in allowing the application.

A water dispersal issue had developed on Pike Low.

Water treatment (siltex) had taken place on Croft Lodge recently with a boat used on the Lodge.

Regretfully there had been some fly tipping in the Village adjacent to the grit bin.

Some trees on the Nature Trail had been damaged in the recent storms, the issues were now resolved.

The perimeter fence to the Infant playground at Lodge Bank was insecure, this had been reported.

The recent Government announcement on the delay to building of a new hospital meant that it was likely to be 2037-2039 before a scheme commenced locally.

The Integrated Health Board had around £700 million budget shortfall and around 10% savings were required. As a result, Cuerden Ward at Chorley Hospital was to close as part of the savings plan. There were also significant costs associated with maintain the present building infrastructure as a result of the number of delays in the proposed new build.

There was a discussion on the funding arrangements for the Health Service.



	25.06 
	Lengthsmen Report 2024 -Work undertaken in January
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Removal Christmas trees x 3, and lights (x3) (2 days)
Grit bins check and fill (1 day)

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Railway Road 2 days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Dick Lane prep (½ day)

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Re trees for Dick Lane

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day



	25.07 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

LCC Winter Stake holder bulletin

Bury Lane closure TTRO -road works

LCC Updated Parish Charter

LCC Fire and Rescue Hot tips newsletter

Blackburn with Darwen Council adoption on Natural Environment supplementary planning policy

	
	Grant Applications.
An application had been received from St Joseph’s Club for support for a community event ‘Chippy Friday’
Councillors discussed the application and queried how and where the event would  be advertised, how would those who don't use Facebook/internet get to know about it? who was it aimed at (families, children, pensioners, any particular group?) would people have to book or could they just drop in?
what time was it to be held? And how long would the event last? 

Where was the food coming from? was it from local providers? would the event be in competition with other local providers who already provided fish and chips on Friday evenings?

The Parish Council members who had attended the Pensioners Party made comments about it not being full they queried at what price the food was as the request was for £500, it was recognised that entertainment etc was included in the Pensioners Party so it was queried what attendees would get from the grant and what the Club would be contributing.
Concern was also expressed about continuing to fund this type of event as there was likely to be other events such as VE Day celebrations later in the year, it was felt there were only so many such type of events that could be supported.
It was agreed to request answers to the questions raised.



	25.08 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Application for works on a protected tree - Chorley BC TPO 3 (Wheelton and Withnell) 1976: Felling of Sycamore T5    Brinscall Hall Farm Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QL

Ref. No: 25/00067/TPO | Received: Mon 27 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 28 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the pruning of all trees located in the garden of The Mill House 
The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 25/00030/TCON | Received: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension. 15 Gerrards Fold Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DLRef. No: 25/00028/FULHH | Received: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Outline planning application for the erection of an agricultural worker's dwelling. All matters reserved, except access Ollerton Fold Farm Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00027/OUT | Received: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Permission in principle application for the erection of 1no. dwelling  Pike Lowe Farm Pike Lowe Brinscall Chorley PR6 8SRRef. No: 25/00018/PIP | Received: Wed 08 Jan 2025 | Validated: Fri 10 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Attached timber frame carport, car turning and parking area at the side of property, and associated ground levelling works 2 Ramsden Cottages Twistmoor Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8RU Ref. No: 25/00013/FULHH | Received: Wed 08 Jan 2025 | Validated: Wed 08 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Replacement windows and doors to the front, side and rear elevations (retrospective) (resubmission of 23/00310/FULHH) 9 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 24/00987/FULHH | Received: Wed 20 Nov 2024 | Validated: Wed 04 Dec 2024 | Status: Granted

New roof to existing bungalow including raised ridge and eaves height, and front and rear dormers, single storey rear extension, extension to existing driveway, and associated elevational alterations (following demolition of existing single storey rear projection)  8 Larch Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QNRef. No: 24/00969/FULHH | Received: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Validated: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Status: Granted

Erection of agricultural building (retrospective) Land To The Southwest Of New Wicken House Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BERef. No: 24/00952/FUL | Received: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Validated: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Status: Granted

Detached garage with habitable accommodation within roof space Hoghton View Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 24/00951/FULHH | Received: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Validated: Fri 08 Nov 2024 | Status: Withdrawn

Car port to replace existing car port (retrospective) 92 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SD Ref. No: 24/00384/FULHH | Received: Tue 14 May 2024 | Validated: Tue 14 May 2024 | Status: Granted
Councillors queried the involvement of a consultant at the tree application at Brinscall Hall, it was confirmed that as there was a TPO involved Bill Whiskers input would have been necessary. Concern about the information on the map associated with the planning application was explained.

	25.09 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Lynch explained about the increase in dog fouling but how easy it was to report. Issues on Pleasant View were explained.
Councillor Christopher reported that the containers which had been used as a dwelling adjacent Abbey Mill had been removed.
Councillor Christopher queried the opening arrangements for the general public at Brinscall Baths. It was explained that the arrangements were still under review, schools and clubs had been given access with public access fitted in around that. As All Seasons Leisure Centre was to close for refurbishment it was likely staff would be re deployed to Brinscall which may aid longer opening times, however it was not known when this would be.

Councillor Howard provided an update on Withnell Fold Chapel. Access was now from the Hall, and it was to be used for entertainment.

Councillor Hardy queried the accumulation of vans locally.
Councillor Hardy queried the use of United Utilities land by the Holcombe Hunt, it was explained that as they had apparently used a public bridleway there was no encroachment onto restricted land.

	25.010 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded S Grime
Carried Unanimously


	25.011 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 6th March at St Joseph’s Club.
.
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