Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 6th March 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, J Finlay, G France, Dr M France, 
S Grime, D Hardy, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.013 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors C Howard and K Jones.


	25.014 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.015 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th February were approved and signed as a correct record.
Proposed G France
Seconded A Christopher
Carried unanimously.


	25.016 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

((25.04) Councillor Flood reported he had contacted United Utilities, LCC, and Chorley Council to request dates for the next Flood Group meeting at which the issue of drainage causing water table level issues adjacent to Dick Lane would be raised. The remaining trees had not yet been planted, the position would continue to be monitored and if necessary, arrangements to plant elsewhere would be made.
(25.04) Councillor Christopher provided an update of the work of the Residents Group which been established to object to the hybrid planning application at Finnington. 

As it was possible that the matter may end up with a Public Enquiry the Residents Group had established a ‘go fund me’ page which had already raise a substantial amount, however this had come from just 40 people from the around 10000 residents who may be impacted by the proposed scheme.
It was explained what the funds would be utilised for.

A fund-raising event had been arranged for the 11th April at Brinscall Cricket Club.
The arrangements should a Public Enquiry ultimately be needed were explained.

Councillor Perry reported on discussions with a planning officer at the Local Plan meeting held earlier in the day at Abbey Village.

Information on a recent press article regarding the applicant and issues at another development site were explained. 

(25.04) Councillor Christopher reported that the leak in Abbey Village was due to be repaired overnight
(25.05) It was reported that the Mayors Charity Ball had sold out with 120 tickets sold. Holdens Ice Cream had very kindly given a raffle prize.
(25.08) There was a discussion on the Pensioners Party and other similar type events to which the Parish Council contributed. It was agreed that once an event had been held that feedback be provided for the Parish Council to evaluate.
It was agreed to alter the Grant Application form so that it was clear at the outset that feedback would be required.

Proposed S Perry

Seconded G France

Carried Unanimously
(25.09) It was reported that the Horse Chestnut tree at Brinscall Hall was diseased and so had to be felled. The Borough now had new ‘Tree Officers’ Dan Rigby and Geoff Sayer.

(25.10) Councillor Dr M France read an email to the meeting which she had received regarding the opening to the public of Brinscall Baths from Chris Sinnott, the Chief Exec of Chorley and South Ribble Borough Councils. 
‘The opening of Brinscall Baths is a continuing discussion and there is work on going to increase the opening hours.
Cllr Murray has asked Jennifer to find ways of increasing the opening hours at Brinscall in addition to the additional opening hours that have been put in place since the refurbishment. This is not straightforward for a number of reasons, mainly related to staffing, where it is not straightforward to bring people in for a small number of short shifts. We have been recruiting recently. We have recruited a duty manager internally, but did not get interest for the lifeguard shifts. We are going to recruit externally for these. Once we have the staffing in place, we will be able to increase the opening times. My understanding is that this will be focused on lane swimming, with fun swim at key points. 
 
I do need to point out that Brinscall Baths is not heavily used (nor was it before the refurbishment) during public swim sessions. The council undertook the refurbishment because it is committed to supporting the provision of these facilities in Brinscall and rural areas more generally, but it has to balance the desire that we all have to maximise opening hours with the ongoing cost of the opening. I did ask for some background on the number of swimmers needed in order to cover the staffing costs (not any other overheads) just for my background, and it is 12 swimmers in lane swimming as a minimum. Having said that, Cllr Murray and the wider administration have been clear that they are committed to ensuring Brinscall is available for the community to use, and that is what we will deliver.’

There was a discussion on the usage and access. Advertising arrangements were queried, details were on the Borough Council website.
 

	25.017 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided an overview of work undertaken on local issues.

The Local Plan meeting held at Abbey Village earlier in the day had closed early at 6.00pm an hour earlier than scheduled due to an administrative error. It was hoped to be able to arrange a repeat session. Dates of the other sessions around Chorley were provided.
Work on the Lodge Bank boardwalk was delayed as the wrong materials had been delivered and were to be replaced. It was explained it was anticipated the project would start by the end of the month (March).

Councillors asked who was overseeing the scheme, it was confirmed it was Chorley Borough staff with United Utilities arranging the contractor.

An out turn report from the Borough was requested. Councillor France agreed to request this.

Councillor Finlay explained the size of the systems used and the likely cause of the wrong system being delivered.

Councillors queried which section of path was being replaced. The area covered was explained.

There had been issues reported with vehicles accessing Bury Lane from the A674 through the currently coned off section.

Issues with an abandoned vehicle next to the school in Abbey Village were in hand, with the vehicle to be moved the following week.

Empty properties on Railway Road were being looked into by Borough Officers.

There had been reports that tipper wagons had been on site at Finnington Lane although there was a ‘desist order’ in place.  

It was explained that it was believed that the road sweeper from the Botany Bay development discharged its load into the canal there every night. Rob Hope (LCC) and the Canal and River Trust had been informed.

Councillor France explained that Withnell Fold Primary School had been awarded a £500 

Community Grant for an outdoor learning area.
As reported at the previous meeting the preferred option for the polling station serving the Bury Lane area was St Joseph’s Primary School.

Councillor Dr M France explained her reflection of the memorial bench request for Lodge bank and the possibility it may have been for a lady who had motor neuron disease.

Councillors discussed the possibility of more benches around the Parish, the possibility of a bench on the grass verge at the junction of School Lane and Railway Road was discussed. It was thought the land was owned privately by Jigsaw Homes.
The possibility of reinstating a bench outside the now Little Tiger was discussed.



	25.018 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in February
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Dole Lane, Bury Lane 2 days. Noticeboard Thirlmere Ave.

Broken gate Remembrance Garden Withnell Fold

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Withnell Fold 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 2 days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Dick Lane (3 days)

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Councillor Hardy explained he had spoked with Mr Drinkall at the recent Rivington & Brinscall Advisory Group meeting about the ability to plant trees on Dick lane. Mr Drinkall
Had kindly offered to dig holes elsewhere should that be necessary. It was planned to get some portable planters for the remaining trees if it was not practical to get them in the ground.
There was a discussion on the land ownership and work required to rectify the flooding issues.

Councillors asked was it likely that trees would survive and flourish along Dick Lane and if it was not better to look for alternative places for planting.



	25.019 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

LCC Winter Stake holder bulletin

Invite to VE Day celebration

Central Lancashire Local Plan consultation

	
	Grant Applications.
The application discussed at the previous meeting had been withdrawn.


	25.020 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Planning Applications February 2025

Application to discharge condition numbered 5 (Door Detail), of planning approval 23/01102/FULHH (Replacement of windows to front and rear elevations and replacement front door) 5 - 6 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00134/DIS | Received: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision
Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the felling of 1no. silver birch and the crown lift of 1no. conifer 15 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00135/TCON | Received: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Permission in principle application for the erection of one dwellinghouse  Land At Withnell Fold Old Road Withnell Fold Old Road Brinscall Ref. No: 25/00127/PIP | Received: Fri 07 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Permission in principle application for the replacement of workshops with two detached dwellings  Workshop Edge End Terrace Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BX Ref. No: 25/00113/PIP | Received: Thu 06 Feb 2025 | Validated: Fri 07 Feb 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Detached store building (retrospective)  Hoghton View Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00088/FULHH | Received: Fri 31 Jan 2025 | Validated: Fri 31 Jan 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for works to a protected Tree - Chorley BC TPO 7 (Withnell) 2010: T1 Oak, lateral reduction of lower limbs by 4m to clear the telephone lines  4 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00086/TPO | Received: Fri 31 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 04 Feb 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for work to protected Trees - Chorley BC TPO 1 (Withnell) 1979: T1, T2, T3, T4 - crown raise.  Glendene Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00081/TPO | Received: Thu 30 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 04 Feb 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Permission in principle application for the erection of 1no. dwelling Pike Lowe Farm Pike Lowe Brinscall Chorley PR6 8SR Ref. No: 25/00018/PIP | Received: Wed 08 Jan 2025 | Validated: Fri 10 Jan 2025 | Status: No Objections

Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing conservatory) 43 Sandringham Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8SU Ref. No: 24/01075/CLPUD | Received: Mon 16 Dec 2024 | Validated: Mon 16 Dec 2024 | Status: Granted

Erection of a single storey rear extension and 1m high fence above existing ground floor projection to screen roof mounted plant 26 Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DD Ref. No: 24/01041/FUL | Received: Wed 04 Dec 2024 | Validated: Fri 13 Dec 2024 | Status: Granted

Erection of garage, to be attached to neighbour's existing garage 33 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 24/01023/FULHH | Received: Fri 29 Nov 2024 | Validated: Wed 11 Dec 2024 | Status: Granted 

	25.021 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Lynch explained the discrepancy of charging arrangements for residents submitting applications 
Councillor Christopher asked about progress with new benches and picnic tables at Abbey Village. It was explained that once work on planting tress had been concluded this was next on the list for the Lengthsmen.
Councillor Wright reported that the GREAT group were to be working on trees and hedges along Railway Road the following day.
Councillor Grime queried if there was any progress with the passing place on Dole Lane. It was explained it was scheduled but not known when this may be.

.

	25.022 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed S Grime
Seconded P Molyneaux
Carried Unanimously


	25.023 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 3rd April and 8thMay at St Joseph’s Club.
It was confirmed that elections for the County Council were to be held on the 1st May.

Councillor Flood explained his plan to step down as Chair at the May meeting.
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