Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 3rd April 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; R Flood, A Christopher, J Finlay, G France, Dr M France, 
S Grime, L Lynch, P Molyneux, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance County Councillor A Cullens and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.025 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors D Hardy, C Howard and K Jones.


	25.026 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.027 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 6th March were approved and signed as a correct record subject to an amendment at 25.18 to read…spoken with Mr Drinkall…
Proposed Dr M France
Seconded L Lynch
Carried unanimously.


	25.028 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(25.16) Councillor Flood reported he still had no dates for a meeting of the Flood Group.
(25.16) It had now been possible to plant all 8 trees along Dick Lane.
(25.17) Work on the Boardwalk had now commenced.
(25.22) Councillor Lynch clarified the minute and explained that a section of land adjacent to her property, which was not formally registered, had seen different actions taken by the Borough Council with no action taken in relation to tree work but charges issued for placing a skip.

(25.22) Councillor Christopher provided an update on Abbey Village Play Area. The Borough was to provide some picnic benches.

(25.22) The work undertaken to prevent vehicles parking at the junction of Bolton Road and Dole Lane (opposite the Hare & Hounds) was explained. There was no date yet for the introduction of passing places on Dole Lane. County Councillor Cullens explained the pre-consultation then consultation process that was followed. Work on both Dole Lane and Bett Lane should commence soon.

 

	25.029 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided an overview of work undertaken on local issues. The main issue was the planning application at Brandwood Fold Farm. There were significant problems with access via the track from Withnell Fold.
Mrs Lynch explained the agreement made by the Cricket Club with Primrose Holdings, the applicant.

There was a discussion on the issues and the possible reasons to object. It was agreed that the Parish Council express concerns regarding road (Public right of way) safety and support the local residents.

It was explained that conditions could be added should planning consent be given.

Councillors discussed the wildlife issues and impact on the environment which would also be factored into the comments on the application.

The following was agreed:

Withnell Parish Council wish to object to the proposed access route indicated on the August 2022 Map marked 1053/BHW/ARD which is included with the applicants documents. This is a well-used PROW and is not suitable for shared use of pedestrians and motor vehicles, any alterations to the PROW will significantly harm the amenity, biodiversity and potentially cause loss of habitat for wildlife

Councillor France was thanked for her report.


	25.030 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in March
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Broken gate Remembrance Garden Withnell Fold

Drainage

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Withnell Fold 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming

Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 2 days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting

Dick Lane (2 days)

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 

Conservation projects

Nil

Public Rights of Way Improvement

Nil

Walling

Nil

Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service

Nil

Other

Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Councillor Christopher reported that following the removal of some containers adjacent to Abbey Village Play Area a mass of vegetation which had previously been covering the containers was now on the fence. It was agreed to get this removed.



	25.031 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

LCC Bike Month Challenge 1st-31st May

LCC Footpath - Ollerton Fold 

County Council Elections 1st May

Withnell Fold S106 contributions 

Notification of consultation on Blackburn with Darwen's draft Low Carbon and Renewable Energy SPD

LALC update 

The Council supported the continuation of the path as marked at Ollerton Fold.

Section 106 funding for the Bothy Garden and Memorial Gardens at Withnell Fold was explained, there was no liability for the Parish Council.

Councillor Howard would be asked to take the information provided to the community in Withnell Fold so that they could come forward  with a plan for use of £11527.27 allocated.

It was explained that the Blackburn with Darwen Low Carbon Plan was good news for those opposing the Finnington planning application.


	
	Grant Applications.
The Council had received two applications;

a) St Joseph’s Club VE celebration event. It was explained that this would be a themed event.

Proposed A Wright

Seconded P Molyneaux

Carried unanimously

Councillor Christopher declared an interest and left the meeting
b) Friends of Finnington. The application and the plans for the event were explained. There had been significant local donations. 
Following discussion, it was agreed not to award a grant but to offer a donation of 

£ 500 to cover associated costs. The Parish Council thanked the Friends Of Finnington for their work in protecting the Green Belt.



	25.032 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Planning Applications March 2025

Single storey rear extension, new privacy screening to existing terrace, and elevational alterations including new glazed double doors to first floor rear elevation  107 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SD Ref. No: 25/00286/FULHH | Received: Tue 25 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 25 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 3 (Withnell Fold); T1 Oak - sever ivy and lift canopy to 4-5m above the canal and 3m over land; T2 Hawthorn - Fell and remove; T3 Hawthorn - Fell and remove; T4 Oak - crown lift over canal to 4m; and T5 Willow - Fell and remove  The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00252/TPO | Received: Thu 13 Mar 2025 | Validated: Fri 14 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Conversion of building to create 2no. residential dwellings including single storey extension to eastern elevation, erection of 1no. detached dwelling, alterations to existing access track, new access point and other associated works  Brandwood Fold Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JB Ref. No: 25/00236/FUL | Received: Tue 11 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 11 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Conversion of building to create 2no. residential dwellings including single storey extension to eastern elevation, erection of 2no. detached dwellings, alterations to existing access track, new access point and other associated works  Brandwood Fold Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JB Ref. No: 25/00235/FUL | Received: Tue 11 Mar 2025 | Validated: Mon 17 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the felling of all trees in the garden of The Mill House  The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00214/TCON | Received: Wed 05 Mar 2025 | Validated: Wed 05 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Replacement of main house roof (front and rear elevations)  5 - 6 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00151/FULHH | Received: Fri 14 Feb 2025 | Validated: Wed 05 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Erection of stables on site of horse walker.  Edge End Farm Barn Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BS Ref. No: 25/00149/FUL | Received: Thu 13 Feb 2025 | Validated: Fri 21 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions
Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the felling of 1no. silver birch and the crown lift of 1no. conifer 15 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00135/TCON | Received: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Status: No Objections

Permission in principle application for the erection of one dwellinghouse Land At Withnell Fold Old Road Withnell Fold Old Road Brinscall Ref. No: 25/00127/PIP | Received: Fri 07 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Status: No Objections

Permission in principle application for the replacement of workshops with two detached dwellings Workshop Edge End Terrace Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BX Ref. No: 25/00113/PIP | Received: Thu 06 Feb 2025 | Validated: Fri 07 Feb 2025 | Status: No Objections

Detached store building (retrospective) Hoghton View Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00088/FULHH | Received: Fri 31 Jan 2025 | Validated: Fri 31 Jan 2025 | Status: Granted

Application for works to protected Trees - Chorley BC TPO 1 (Withnell) 1979: T1, T2, T3, T4 - crown raise Glendene Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00081/TPO | Received: Thu 30 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 04 Feb 2025 | Status: Refused

Application for works to a protected tree - Chorley BC TPO 3 (Wheelton and Withnell) 1976: T5 Horse Chestnut - Fell Brinscall Hall Farm Dick Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QL Ref. No: 25/00067/TPO | Received: Mon 27 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 28 Jan 2025 | Status: Granted

Single storey rear extension 15 Gerrards Fold Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DL Ref. No: 25/00028/FULHH | Received: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Status: Granted

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the pruning of all trees located in the garden of The Mill House The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00030/TCON | Received: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Status: No Objections

Outline planning application for the erection of an agricultural worker's dwelling. All matters reserved, except access Ollerton Fold Farm Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00027/OUT | Received: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Jan 2025 | Status: Granted

Attached timber frame carport, car turning and parking area at the side of property, and associated ground levelling works 2 Ramsden Cottages Twistmoor Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8RU Ref. No: 25/00013/FULHH | Received: Wed 08 Jan 2025 | Validated: Wed 08 Jan 2025 | Status: Granted


	25.033 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Christopher reported that following correspondence with the Borough it had been agreed that equipment at Abbey Village Play Area was to be painted and the aggregate under the play area surface was to be investigated.
Councillor Christopher informed the Council of a response received from LCC regarding the bridge at Abbey Village.
The update regarding this bridge is that we are in the process of speaking to the landowners to arrange access should we take on the structure. The adjacent property is owned by United Utilities and our Estates team have now made contact with them and have arranged further meetings to come to agreements regarding accessing the land.
 
Further meetings are planned to discuss accessing arrangements for privately owned land in the near future.
 
If we are confident that we can get agreements that will allow us to do works and undertake routine bridge inspections then we can move to taking on the structure from Historic Railways Board, and start works in 25/26, but this would only be expected to complete in 26/27.

County Councillor Cullens clarified the 18 month consultation with Historic Railways Board. 
LCC had responsibility to ensue the bridge was roadworthy as it was a bus route. LCC would not sign for the bridge until they could get access. A legal agreement with United Utilities and the local farmer was being pursued. Money was in the budget for the work to be completed sooner than stated.

Councillor Perry asked if anything could be done regarding co-ordination of the plethora of road works and mobile traffic light installations which had blighted the local road network recently.

It was explained that it was understood that local business had removed signs on Bury Lane causing issues recently.

It was explained that the lights on Abbey Village were controlled centrally and so any issues were speedily resolved.

Lights elsewhere relied on issues being reported, however the wrong number was often called, so no response was made. The number to ring when something went wrong was on the traffic lights themselves.


	25.034 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed P Molyneaux
Seconded G France
Carried Unanimously


	25.035 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 8th May at St Joseph’s Club.
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