Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 8th May 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; P Molyneux (Chair) A Christopher, D Hardy, C Howard,

 J Finlay, R Flood, S Grime, K Jones, L Lynch, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.037 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors G France and Dr. M France


	25.038 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.039 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd April were approved and signed as a correct record subject to an amendment at 25.29 to read Councillor Lynch explained…
Proposed S Perry
Seconded J Finlay
Carried unanimously.
Councillor Jones clarified that the Cricket Club at Withnell Fold referred to in minute 25.29 was in fact the Sports Club.



	25.040 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(25.28) Double yellow lines had now been painted on Dole Lane to signify the passing places.
(25.28) The Boardwalk work had been completed however either end still needed completing. It was explained some work was scheduled with hardcore at the Lodge Bank end, but the other end (near the pig area) was most in need of work as this was the area that was impassable after persistent rain. Councillors expressed concern that this area had not received any attention as it had been agreed at the site visit that it was essential that work be carried out to make the whole path usable.
(25.28) Councillor Christopher reported that following a number of reminders the Borough had now provided picnic benches at Abbey Village Play Area, they had however just been ‘chucked over’ the wall and would need re-siting.
(25.28) Councillor A perry asked if the tree taken down in Abbey Village Play area was to be replaced. Councillor Christopher reported that she had requested that new trees be planted and that there was another tree which is diseased which required work. It was not clear whose responsibility it was as both LCC and the Borough could be responsible.
(25.31) Councillor Jones explained that the Action Group was to be re-convened to make arrangements for the use Section 106 funding for use on the Bothy and memorial Gardens at Withnell Fold.
(25.32) The VE Celebration event at St Joseph’s Club was the following day over 50 would be in attendance.

(25.32) Councillor Christopher explained that following the donation made to the Friends of Finnington at the previous meeting that she had been in touch with other Parish Councils who would be affected should any development occur seeking donations from them to support the work of the Friends.
Councillor Christopher provided an update on the work being undertaken by the group in preparation for any subsequent action in relation to the panning application at Finnington.
(25.34) Councillor Christopher explained there was no news on the bridge works at Abbey Village.

(25.33) Councillor A Perry queried if following the removal of the Horse Chestnut at Brinscall Hall there was any subsequent follow up by the Borough’s Tree officers to check if a replacement had been planted. It was explained that a tree/sapling had to be planted in the curtilage of the property. Councillor Dr M France would be asked what the arrangements were for following up removal/re-planting of trees.

 

	25.041 
	Borough Council Report

As Councillor Dr M France was attending a Mayoral event she had provided a written report on local issues. 
Boardwalk improvements - I'm sure that you've all seen the work ongoing behind Brinscall Baths. The new section of composite materials looks great and is a huge improvement. However, there is still a short section beyond, close to the Goit bridge, which will be wet at times. That land is gently sloping and might be more difficult to address, should the funding ever materialise. The wooden battens and elevated stone section is still work in progress. Overall, its looking good. 

Community Clean-up Day arranged for Wednesday 28th May, 10:30 to 12:30. This has to be a weekday because of Council officers and United Utilities support, but its half-term week so hoping that some families will be able to take part. Once again, meeting on Brinscall Baths car park, and hoping to split into small groups to head over to Withnell, Abbey Village, Withnell Fold, Wheelton etc as numbers allow, returning to hand in the equipment. Bags of rubbish can be left alongside public litter bins so long as they're the official CBC logo bags. 

Lancashire Weavers Uprising Some of you might have seen the Lancashire Weavers Uprising Bicentennial event held last week near the Lodge Bank playground. This year, April 27th marks 199 years since the uprising marched through Brinscall from Tockholes and onwards into Chorley where a mill on Water St was attacked. This was in response to financial collapse and starvation within the cottage weaving community with the advent of the Industrial Revolution. Next year will be a much bigger event and something to look out for! The Lancashire Dialect poetry readings and songs recalling the events of the day were enjoyed by onlookers - part of our local history! 

Planning issues - 25/00340/NLA is a Blackburn application for 181 dwellings at Moulden Brow extending to the Leeds and Liverpool canal at Stanworth Bridge. Not in Chorley Borough but will have a visual impact on the Abbey Village / Stanworth area. 

At Borough Council level it’s been a busy month with planning for events commemorating the VE Day 80th Anniversary, 2k and 10k run, Picnic in the Park etc. All Seasons Leisure Centre swimming pool will be closed for renovations later this year, which will hopefully increase the hours on offer for public swimming at Brinscall Baths to manage demand. 

It was explained that the planning application at Moulden Brow in Blackburn was not new but had been submitted following a change in developer, the application now included fewer properties and more affordable housing. There would be an increase in traffic using Finnington Lane as a result, however.
Councillors discussed the arrangements for the completion of the Boardwalk/path at Lodge Bank. United Utilities and the Parish Council had both contributed significant funds. It was confirmed that the original site meeting had discussed and agreed that the ’top end’ was part of the scheme. It was agreed to ascertain what was happening at that end of the path.

Councillor France was thanked, in her absence, for her report.


	25.042 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in March
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Nil

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Withnell Fold 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Abbey Village 2days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

The lengthsmen were asked to paint the flower boxes at the War Memorials and also the noticeboard at Dick Lane.

It was explained that the railings at Brinscall War Memorial needed repairing/repainting.

It was agreed due to the nature of the work required to ask the Borough Council or possibly the Commonwealth War Graves Commission to complete the work.

Councillor A Perry thanked Councillor Grime and those other in the various villages who regularly helped to water the plants at the Memorials.



	25.043 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

 Police and Crime Commissioner the Summer Community Fund 

CIL Income £851.74

Mayor’s Civic Sunday Parade and Service on Sunday 18 May.

Councillor Flood queried which planning application had provided the CIL funding.

It was explained it was not known but that detail would be added to the minutes.

24/00326/CLPUD – Heathfield, Ollerton Fold- two storey rear extension, single storey north side extension and single storey south side extension (£851.74)
18/00925/FULHH Hillview 126 School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8JP Two storey rear extension, alterations to roof including raising of eaves and ridge height, dormers to front elevation and, conversion of garage to living accommodation (£15.00)
Councillors were asked if they wished to attend the Civic Sunday parade.



	
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.

	25.044 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Conversion of part of detached garage to form habitable accommodation  Willow Hill Labels 12 Ingleborough View Withnell Chorley PR6 8RW Ref. No: 25/00378/FULHH | Received: Wed 23 Apr 2025 | Validated: Wed 23 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension and conversion of integral garage to habitable accommodation  Hoghton View Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00375/FULHH | Received: Tue 22 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 22 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Agricultural determination for the erection of a building for hay and straw storage  Boardman Heights Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SD Ref. No: 25/00365/AGR | Received: Wed 16 Apr 2025 | Validated: Wed 16 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within WITHNELL FOLD conservation area. Fell x3 Conifers.  The Weighbridge House Parke Mews Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AW Ref. No: 25/00360/TCON | Received: Mon 14 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 15 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Erection of detached timber outbuilding (garage) Higher Close Cottage Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BY Ref. No: 25/00355/FULHH | Received: Thu 10 Apr 2025 | Validated: Thu 10 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Outline application for the erection of six self-build detached dwellings with details of access, layout and scale (appearance and landscaping matters reserved) Land To The Southwest Of St Johns C Of E And Methodist Primary School Harbour Lane Brinscall Chorley Ref. No: 25/00344/OUT | Received: Tue 08 Apr 2025 | Validated: Fri 11 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Neighbouring local authority consultation from Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council regarding an application for a residential development for 181 dwellings with access, infrastructure including the construction of the link road (part), and associated works Land 150M North And 400M Southwest Of Laurel Bank Moulden Brow Feniscowles Hoghton. No: 25/00340/NLA | Received: Mon 07 Apr 2025 | Validated: Thu 10 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension, front porch extension and conversion of part of existing garage in order to facilitate provision of habitable accommodation 50 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00334/FULHH | Received: Fri 04 Apr 2025 | Validated: Mon 07 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving dead wood removal to 2no. beech trees (T2 and T3), branch removal to 1no. oak (T5) and branch removal to 1no. beech (T6) 2 Roundabout Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JDRef. No: 25/00328/TCON | Received: Tue 01 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 01 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Section 73 application to vary condition 5 (which requires that the tipi is dismantled and removed in its entirety from the site between the 01 October and 30 April inclusive) of planning permission ref: 23/00477/FUL (Use of land for an outdoor activity centre and wedding/events venue, erection of tipi and retention of building for kitchen/food preparation and storage and retention of toilet block building (Retrospective)) in order to allow the tipi to remain in place for a longer period of time Tipis At Riley Green Riley Green Marina Bolton Road Hoghton Preston PR5 0SPRef. No: 25/00299/FUL | Received: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Validated: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Replacement of original wooden windows with new double glazed UPVC windows. The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8ARRef. No: 25/00204/FULHH | Received: Mon 03 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 29 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving the felling of all trees in the garden of The Mill House The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00214/TCON | Received: Wed 05 Mar 2025 | Validated: Wed 05 Mar 2025 | Status: No Objections

Application to discharge condition numbered 5 (Door Detail), of planning approval 23/01102/FULHH (Replacement of windows to front and rear elevations and replacement front door) 5 - 6 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00134/DIS | Received: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Validated: Mon 10 Feb 2025 | Status: Granted

Erection of 7 no. dwellings including hard and soft landscaping, car parking and all associated works following demolition of the existing buildings The Boatyard Bolton Road Hoghton PR5 0SP Ref. No: 24/00990/FUL | Received: Fri 22 Nov 2024 | Validated: Fri 22 Nov 2024 | Status: Granted

Single storey rear extension, two storey side extension and single storey front extension. Hazelwood 20 Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AX Ref. No: 24/00973/FULHH | Received: Thu 14 Nov 2024 | Validated: Thu 28 Nov 2024 | Status: Granted

Councillor Finlay drew the Councils attention to the application Outline application for the erection of six self-build detached dwellings with details of access, layout and scale (appearance and landscaping matters reserved) at Harbour Lane.
The potential for further flooding at Dick Lane should this strip of land at the rear of the school be developed was discussed.

Councillors agreed to object on the grounds that any development will significantly harm the amenity, openness, biodiversity and potentially cause loss of habitat for wildlife. There are Curlew and Lapwing nesting near this site.
The site is not in the Local development Plan.
The Parish Council are particularly concerned about impact on the water table downhill from the proposed development.
Proposed S Perry

Seconded L Lynch

Carried Unanimously



	25.045 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillors discussed the arrangements for visitors attending meetings of the Parish Council. Councillors were reminded of Standing Orders which allowed for the Chair to adjourn a meeting, for a visitor to address the meeting and then withdraw before the meeting resumed.
Councillor Christopher requested the new benches be installed at abbey Village Play Area as soon as was practicable.
Councillor Lynch reported on the removal/destruction of stiles and gates on some of the local footpaths. It was explained that LCC were replacing some access points for footpaths with kissing gates but that if site details were provided (what3words) then issues could be reported to the PROW (Public Rights of Way) team.

Councillor Lynch also raised the issue of speeding vehicles and the recent proliferation of poo bags and beer bottles in the area.

Councillor Grime reported on car parking issues on School Lane particularly around the Bus Shelter in the evenings and weekends. It was agreed to request a visit from Parkwise, but it was recognised this may not be at the time problems were occurring.
Councillor Howard requested that the Stocks at Withnell Fold be given some attention.

Councillor Finlay reported that Railway Road had been closed for part of the day, buses had been diverted. It was explained it was United Utilities undertaking some urgent work.


	25.046 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed R Flood
Seconded C Howard
Carried Unanimously


	25.047 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 5th June at St Joseph’s Club.
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