Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 5th June 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; P Molyneux (Chair) A Christopher, G France, Dr. M France,

 D Hardy, C Howard, R Flood, S Grime, K Jones, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance County Councillor J Clemson and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.038 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors J Finlay and L Lynch 


	25.039 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.
County Councillor Clemson was welcomed to the meeting, Councillors introduced themselves.



	25.040 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th May were approved and signed as a correct record 
Proposed G France
Seconded S Perry
Carried unanimously.
The minutes of the AGM meeting on 8th May were noted.


	25.041 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(25.40) Councillor Dr M France reported that costings for completing the section of path at the end of the Boardwalk had been requested. The path was not straight and also rose, people would walk on the Goit cover as the path was often impassable. The possibility of obtaining funding from the Eastern Parishes to complete the path would be investigated although they were unlikely be seeking proposals until October. Adlington had received all the available funds this year.
(25.40) Councillor Christopher explained the difficulties with traffic entering Dole Lane from Bolton Road as vehicles were parking to close to the end of Dole Lane. County Councillor Clemson agreed to discuss the possibility of getting the double yellow lines extended with County Council Officers.
(25.40) Councillor Christopher reported on the lack of progress with work at Abbey Village Play Area. Councillor Christopher agreed to share information with Councillor Dr M France in order to progress work.
(25.40) Councillor Christopher reported that a diseased tree had now been taken down on the corner of Garden Street leaving a 5meter high stump. Councillor Christopher asked if the stump could become a piece of artwork or be taken down altogether.
The difficulties with artwork and stumps rotting were explained. The Clerk agreed to look at possible solutions and report back.

(25.40) Councillor Jones reported that the Action Group in Withnell Fold had reconvened and had developed a list of jobs to utilise the Section 106 funding available via the Borough Council. Most of the work was tree works.
(25.40) Councillor Flood reported that the VE celebrations at St Joseph’s Club had been a success with 48 attending and songs from the era being sung
(25.40) At the previous meeting Councillor A Perry had queried if following the removal of the Horse Chestnut at Brinscall Hall there was any subsequent follow up by the Borough’s Tree officers to check if a replacement had been planted. An email had been received from the Tree Officer which was read to the meeting. We don’t have a formal process where we go round checking. Officers will usually notice when replanting hasn’t taken place, and a polite nudge nearly always does the job. The applicant is obliged to adhere to the replanting condition. If they don’t the LPA can issue a tree replacement notice.
 
In this case the applicant should be replanting next winter after agreeing the location and species beforehand with the council.
(25.40) Councillor Christopher reported that donations had now been received form each of the five Chorley Parish Councils impacted by the Finnington proposal, Livesey PC had said no. The reports being prepared were now nearly completed.

Details of a fund-raising event at the Hoghton Arms were provided. Sponsors were being sought. There was a discussion on the advertising arrangements.

(25.42) Councillor A Perry thanked the Lengthsmen for painting the flower boxes they looked very good.


	25.042 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided a verbal report on local issues. 
17 had attended the recent litter pick but it had been disappointing that no GREAT member had been able to attend an no United Utilities Rangers.

Thanks were expressed to Holdens Ice Cream for their hospitality.

Councillor Wright would inform the GREAT committee.

There were some admissions to school difficulties being experienced at St Chad’s Catholic Primary and St Michaels CE High School.

It was explained that although there were rumours on social media regarding developments at the Wood Yard on Railway Road none of them were true. The land had been sold but there had been no planning application submitted and the land was designated employment land and would need to be on the market as employment land for some considerable time before any change of use could be considered. 

The mobile Pizza Van which visited the area had caused some complaints from neighbours when parked outside the baths recently. The possibility of using the car park was discussed.

There had been a high-pressure water leak at the rear of former Little Tiger premises in Abbey Village. Councillor Christopher reported on parking issues on the service road at the rear of properties on Bolton Road Abbey Village which had caused problems at the same time.

The outside area at the Tea Room on School Lane Brinscall had now opened on a twelve-month trial, Councillors were asked to notify Councillor Dr M France should any complaints be raised.

Following some fly tipping recently the Borough Council Officers had been able to identify the culprit, the person had been visited and talked to.
The weeds in the vicinity of Abbey Village traffic lights were to be treated and the road swept.
Councillor France was thanked for her report.


	25.043 
	Accounts 2024/25

The council received and approved a copy of the annual income and expenditure account for 2024/25

The Council received and approved the statement of accounts for 2024/2025 as presented.

The accounts would now be submitted for formal audit.

Proposed R Flood

Seconded G France

Carried Unanimously



	25.044 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in May
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Remove benches Abbey Village in prep for new benches 1 day

Paint flower boxes-War Memorials 1day

Trim hedge Withnell Fold

Removed part of Stocks for repair

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, Withnell Fold 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Nil

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Abbey Village 1days

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day



	25.045 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

 Invite West Pennine Moors Landscape Recovery Scheme-Belmont 24th June. There was also to be an event at St Joseph’s Club on the 9th July.

Councillor Wright and Councillor Hardy would attend the Belmont event.


	
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.

	25.046 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Part two storey, part first floor extension to existing garage  Goffs Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BN Ref. No: 25/00462/FULHH | Received: Tue 20 May 2025 | Validated: Tue 20 May 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within WITHNELL FOLD conservation area. Fell T1 and T2. Endeavour Photography Unit 1 The Workshop Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8AU Ref. No: 25/00453/TCON | Received: Sun 18 May 2025 | Validated: Mon 19 May 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Extension of existing garage to side elevation including extension to front and rear of garage and pitched roof to extended and existing garage (retrospective)  63 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SB Ref. No: 25/00448/FULHH | Received: Thu 15 May 2025 | Validated: Thu 15 May 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension  4 Belmont Close Brinscall Chorley PR6 8SX Ref. No: 25/00412/FULHH | Received: Mon 05 May 2025 | Validated: Fri 09 May 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Application to discharge condition no. 2 (materials) attached to planning permission ref 24/00431/FULHH (First floor front extension including side facing balcony above existing garage, single storey rear extension, infill porch to front elevation, and associated alterations including change of windows, roofline and rainwater goods.)  6 Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00409/DIS | Received: Fri 02 May 2025 | Validated: Fri 02 May 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Entrance wall (approx. 2.4m in height to top of pilar) & gates (approx. 2m in height) (following demolition of existing wall to front boundary)  The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00396/FULHH | Received: Tue 29 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 29 Apr 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Agricultural determination for the erection of a building for hay and straw storage Boardman Heights Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SD Ref. No: 25/00365/AGR | Received: Wed 16 Apr 2025 | Validated: Wed 16 Apr 2025 | Status: Other decision

Notification of proposed works to trees within WITHNELL FOLD conservation area. Fell x3 Conifers. The Weighbridge House Parke Mews Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AW Ref. No: 25/00360/TCON | Received: Mon 14 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 15 Apr 2025 | Status: No Objections

Neighbouring local authority consultation from Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council regarding an application for a residential development for 181 dwellings with access, infrastructure including the construction of the link road (part), and associated works Land 150M North And 400M Southwest Of Laurel Bank Moulden Brow Feniscowles Hoghton Ref. No: 25/00340/NLA | Received: Mon 07 Apr 2025 | Validated: Thu 10 Apr 2025 | Status: No Objections

Single storey rear extension, front porch extension and conversion of part of existing garage in order to facilitate provision of habitable accommodation 50 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00334/FULHH | Received: Fri 04 Apr 2025 | Validated: Mon 07 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Notification of proposed works to trees within a conservation area involving dead wood removal to 2no. beech trees (T2 and T3), branch removal to 1no. oak (T5) and branch removal to 1no. beech (T6) 2 Roundabout Cottage Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JD Ref. No: 25/00328/TCON | Received: Tue 01 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 01 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Addition of first floor to property including first floor side extension (retrospective) 1A Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00297/FULHH | Received: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Validated: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

Section 73 application to vary condition 5 (which requires that the tipi is dismantled and removed in its entirety from the site between the 01 October and 30 April inclusive) of planning permission ref: 23/00477/FUL (Use of land for an outdoor activity centre and wedding/events venue, erection of tipi and retention of building for kitchen/food preparation and storage and retention of toilet block building (Retrospective)) in order to allow the tipi to be erected for an additional two months every year (so that it is dismantled and removed in its entirety from the site between the 01 November and 31 March inclusive) Tipis At Riley Green Riley Green Marina Bolton Road Hoghton Preston PR5 0SP Ref. No: 25/00299/FUL | Received: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Validated: Wed 26 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

Single storey rear extension, new privacy screening to existing terrace, and elevational alterations including new glazed double doors to first floor rear elevation 107 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SD Ref. No: 25/00286/FULHH | Received: Tue 25 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 25 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

Application for works to protected trees - Chorley BC TPO 3 (Withnell Fold); T1 Oak - sever ivy and lift canopy to 4-5m above the canal and 3m over land; T2 Hawthorn - Fell and remove; T3 Hawthorn - Fell and remove; T4 Oak - crown lift over canal to 4m; and T5 Willow - Fell and remove The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00252/TPO | Received: Thu 13 Mar 2025 | Validated: Fri 14 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

There was no news on the Self build properties at Dole Lane.
It was explained that there had recently been a complaint regarding the Junior football pitches adjacent to the proposed development area by a neighbour, the complaint had been that the grass cut had cut down all the wildflowers surrounding the pitches, on investigation it had turned out the at the cut had been made at the request of another neighbour.



	25.047 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor A Perry clarified that it would be the War Memorial Trust to contact regarding repairs to the Brinscall War memorial should the Borough not be able to undertake repairs. It was explained the Borough Officer was to visit the following day.
Councillor Christopher reported that there was no up to date information regarding the bridge works in Abbey Village. County Councillor Clemson had agreed to take the matter up.
Councillor Christopher queried the fitting of benches at Abbey Village Play area. It was clarified that two were required.

Councillor Grime reported that Belmont Church Flower Festival was to take place on the 15th & 16th June.
Councillor Jones reported that it was Withnell Fold Millenium Green anniversary. A treasure hunt, bunting etc was to be arranged. The Lengthsmen were to cut the grass the following week.

	25.048 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded G France
Carried Unanimously


	25.049 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 3rd July at St Joseph’s Club.
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