Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 3rd July 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; G France (Chair) A Christopher, J Finlay, Dr. M France

 D Hardy, C Howard, S Grime, L Lynch, A Perry, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.062 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors P Molyneux, 

R Flood and K Jones
 

	25.063 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.064 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 5th June were approved and signed as a correct record subject to amendments at 25.53 to read …and no United Utilities Rangers and at 24.58 to read Harbour Lane (not Dole Lane)
Proposed S Perry
Seconded A Christopher
Carried unanimously


	25.065 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(25.52) Councillor Dr M France reported that costings for completing the section of path at the end of the Boardwalk had been requested. 
(25.52) Councillor Christopher reported on email communications with the Chorley Council regarding Abbey Village Play Area. A contractor had now visited to look at the Play Area and had identified that there was no underlay to the surface. Sean Blake form Chorley Council had subsequently visited, repairs had been made and barriers erected around broken equipment. It had been explained that the issue with commencing major work had been the budget being signed off. A number of benches were to be fitted to support those being fitted by the parish Council. A new gate was to be fitted, and waste bins moved to make the area more accessible.
(25.52) Councillor Christopher also reported that a new electricity substation was to be sited in the northwest corner of the Play Area. Work had commenced 5 years ago, trees had been removed and trees planted, a 4metre by 4 metre substation was to be erected with underground cables installed. The issue with installation had been that there were 5 separate landowners whose consent was needed, during the process parts of the Mill had been sold so the process had needed to be started again. National Grid were hoping to make progress in the coming months.
(24.52) It was reported that advice had been received regarding the tree stump at the corner of Garden Street, abbey Village. The advice was to leave it alone, new growth had already started. Councillor Howard reminded the Council how quickly the tree stump carving at Withnell Fold had become diseased and rotten.

(25.53) Councillor Wright reported that the mobile Pizza van had recently used the Methodist Church car park, this had caused less disruption than the previous site.
(25.56) Councillors Hardy and Wright had attended the West Pennine Moors Landscape Recovery Scheme at Belmont on the 24th June. There was also to be a similar event at St Joseph’s Club the following week.
(25.59) Councillor Howard reported that the Withnell Fold Millenium Green anniversary had gone well despite the weather.
(25.59) It was reported that it had been confirmed by Chorley Council that the War Memorial railings would be painted in the coming weeks.


	25.066 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided a verbal report on local issues. 
The possible use of the ‘Spruce the Park’ scheme to enhance the parks and green spaces in the Borough had been discussed with Borough Officers to provide for the repairs at Abbey Village Play Area. The wet pour had been repaired but subsidence under the swing had occurred and was being looked into.

There had been complaints from residents in Lilac Grove, Abbey Village about parking by visitors to Holdens Ice Cream shop. It was hoped the matter would be resolves as a possible solution would be double yellow lines.

Councillor Christopher reported that a resident on the other side of Bolton Road had created their own parking area. It was explained that the area was not adopted highway and so was a civil matter between the residents, one of whom was a tenant of the Housing Association.

Fly tipping on Twistmoor Lane/Butterworth Brow had been removed.
A request for tree planting near the memorial bench on Railway Park had been agreed by the Borough, a silver birch was to be planted in November. 

The possibility of an arboretum on Phyliis Moss Gardens was being looked into. Councillor S Perry explained this was not possible at the area was owned by Lancashire County Council and they had declined a Community Orchard on the site the previous year.

There had been discussion with Borough officers regarding Brinscall Baths. The baths ran at a loss but hours were to be extended over the summer so that afternoon use was possible. A review of how public swimming was managed was to take place with the possibility of training volunteers being looked into. It was doubtful that this could be a solution as training on chlorine testing was necessary amongst other duties. The possibility of someone covering 7am-1pm was explained.
Councillors asked about advertising the increased accessibility, it was explained the noticeboard use would be made available. Schools would be informed and the Village(s) Facebook page utilised. It was explained that 12 users per hour were required just to cover staff costs.

Councillors asked if the Parish Council could subsidise, it was explained this was not possible as provision of sport and leisure was a Borough function.

Discussions with the Marlins regarding Sundays was to take place.

Councillors asked if the Baths had always run at a loss, it was explained that the choice made by the Council was about overall viability. The possibility of involvement with U3A or the Health Service was discussed.

Councillor Whiffen had arranged for hedges to be cut at St Johns School to improve the visibility from those exiting Harbour Lane.

It was explained there had been a complaint received regarding fox shooting.
Councillor France was thanked for her report.


	25.067 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in June
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park 3 days

General repairs/Maintenance

 Withnell Fold 1-day

Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Dole Lane/Bury Lane, Railway Road 2 days

Withnell Fold -1 days

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Removing overhanging branches, strimming Railway Park

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

It was confirmed the path over the railway bridge at Abbey Village had been trimmed back, the area had also been swept.

The Millenium field at Withnell Fold had been cut but an island for wildflowers had been left in the middle, praise had been received for this.


	25.068 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Lancashire's Local Nature Recovery Strategy.
West Pennine Moors Recovery meeting



	
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.

	25.069 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Minor non material amendment to planning permission 12/00084/FULMAJ (Refurbishment and restoration of chimney and associated building to form office (class b1), demolition of remaining buildings and erection of 37 dwellinghouses (class c3) and associated hardstanding, landscaping and infrastructure) to change the number of dwellinghouses from 37 to 36  Chimney And Building Withnell Fold Mill Withnell Fold Withnell Ref. No: 25/00606/MNMA | Received: Mon 23 Jun 2025 | Validated: Mon 23 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (approved plans) attached to planning permission 12/00084/FULMAJ (Refurbishment and restoration of chimney and associated building to form office (class b1), demolition of remaining buildings and erection of 37 dwellinghouses (class c3) and associated hardstanding, landscaping and infrastructure) to amend part of the house types and layout of the residential element.  Chimney And Building Withnell Fold Mill Withnell Fold Withnell Ref. No: 25/00601/FULMAJ | Received: Mon 23 Jun 2025 | Validated: Mon 23 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey side extension  New Close Farm Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8DA Ref. No: 25/00551/FULHH | Received: Thu 12 Jun 2025 | Validated: Thu 12 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Agricultural determination for the erection of a building for hay/straw and machinery storage Stanworth Farmhouse Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BP Ref. No: 25/00535/AGR | Received: Mon 09 Jun 2025 | Validated: Mon 09 Jun 2025 | Status: Other decision

Two storey side extension connecting to existing garage, front porch extension, bay window to front elevation, conversion of part of existing garage in order to facilitate provision of habitable accommodation, window alterations and first floor balcony over existing garage (following demolition of existing rear projection)  37 Thirlmere Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8AY Ref. No: 25/00522/FULHH | Received: Thu 05 Jun 2025 | Validated: Fri 06 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Single storey rear extension including raised patio  7 Livesey Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8SHRef. No: 25/00521/FULHH | Received: Thu 05 Jun 2025 | Validated: Thu 12 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision
Extensions to church hall to provide new entrance and new store room, along with associated exterior upgrades to the building fabric (walls & roof).  Hillside Methodist Church Hall Parke Road Brinscall Ref. No: 25/00511/FUL | Received: Tue 03 Jun 2025 | Validated: Wed 04 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Replacement of 4no. windows to front elevation, 2no. windows to front porch and 1no. window to rear elevation  8 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00432/FULHH | Received: Mon 12 May 2025 | Validated: Mon 16 Jun 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Agricultural determination for the erection of a building for hay/straw and machinery storage Stanworth Farmhouse Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BP Ref. No: 25/00535/AGR | Received: Mon 09 Jun 2025 | Validated: Mon 09 Jun 2025 | Status: Other decision

Single storey rear extension 4 Belmont Close Brinscall Chorley PR6 8SX Ref. No: 25/00412/FULHH | Received: Mon 05 May 2025 | Validated: Fri 09 May 2025 | Status: Granted

Application to discharge condition no. 2 (materials) attached to planning permission ref 24/00431/FULHH (First floor front extension including side facing balcony above existing garage, single storey rear extension, infill porch to front elevation, and associated alterations including change of windows, roofline and rainwater goods.) 6 Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00409/DIS | Received: Fri 02 May 2025 | Validated: Fri 02 May 2025 | Status: Granted

Entrance wall (approx. 2.4m in height to top of pilar) & gates (approx. 2m in height) (following demolition of existing wall to front boundary) The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00396/FULHH | Received: Tue 29 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 29 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Conversion of part of detached garage to form habitable accommodation Willow Hill Labels 12 Ingleborough View Withnell Chorley PR6 8RW Ref. No: 25/00378/FULHH | Received: Wed 23 Apr 2025 | Validated: Wed 23 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Replacement of original wooden windows with new double glazed UPVC windows. The Mill House Millwood Close Withnell Chorley PR6 8AR Ref. No: 25/00204/FULHH | Received: Mon 03 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 29 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Replacement of main house roof (front and rear elevations) 5 - 6 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00151/FULHH | Received: Fri 14 Feb 2025 | Validated: Wed 05 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted
It was explained that the changes at the Church Hall were minor. There had been a complaint about the hedge at the Church, work to solve the issue was being undertaken, the hedge at the front was to be removed and a different type of hedge put in. Some new trees had been planted to replace those previously removed.



	25.070 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Christopher reported that the applicant for the development at Finnington was now suggesting the Green Belt area was ‘grey belt’. This was contrary to the view of Chorley/South Ribble/Preston Councils.
The reports which had been commissioned were almost complete.

A ticket platform had been launched for the Bank Holiday Fund raiser event.

Councillor Lynch reported that one of the rose bushes planted in memory of Dr Brade had disappeared.
Councillor Lynch drew the Councils attention to speeding on Bury Lane and vehicle driving on the pavement. The possibility of speed bumps being used was discussed. The significant increase in noise as a result of speed bumps was explained.

Councillor S Perry queried use of the Baths by groups and if anything organised would need to be weekly. It was explained that anything organised would need to fit in with the staffing arrangements put in place.

Councillor Dr France expressed a big ‘Thank You’ to those who had looked after the flower beds around the villages, this included Councillor A Perry, Councillor S Perry, Councillor S Grime, Councillor A Chistopher and Mr Riley at Abbey Village along with Mr Roger Walton at Quarry Road who supplied the water for the stone trough.
Councillor Howard asked that the hedge at Withnell Fold opposite the post box be trimmed back.

Councillor Howard reported that memorial records from the former Withnell Fold Chapel, one in paper and one in brass had been retrieved. The brass one was to be put in a mahogany display case and mounted on the wall adjacent to the post box in Withnell Fold. The Methodist Circuit had kindly agreed to pay for the mahogany display case.. There was a discussion on preserving the paper record with the possibility of it going to the Lancashire Archive discussed
Councillor Grime reported on the present poor condition of the filed (piggery) at Lodge Bank. Councillors Dr M and G France would take the matter up with the Borough Council.

Councillor Wright encouraged fellow Councillors to attend the West Pennine Moors event the following week.

Councillor G France explained communication from a local developer regarding the purchase of the timber yard on Railway Road. It was explained that Roland Homes had purchased the land but that it was deemed for commercial use. Planning guidance indicated that it must be advertised as commercial land for some considerable time before any change of use could be considered. It was explained the ground was likely to be contaminated.


	25.071 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded A Wright
Carried Unanimously


	25.072 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 4th September at St Joseph’s Club.
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