Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 4th September 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; G France (Chair) A Christopher, J Finlay, Dr. M France, 

S Grime, C Howard, K Jones, L Lynch, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance, 2 members of the public and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.074 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors P Molyneux, 

R Flood, D Hardy and A Perry
 

	25.075 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.076 
	Planning application-Erection of 75no. dwellings and associated infrastructure following demolition of existing buildings  North East Avenue Railway Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8RR Ref. No: 25/00757/FULMAJ
As members of the public had attended to hear discussion and comment on this particular planning application the Council agreed to commence the meeting with its deliberations on the application.

Councillor G France declared an interest as a result of membership of another public body and withdrew from the meeting.

Councillor S Perry took the Chair for this item.

Councillor Perry explained the background to the application and explained that as the area of land was designated employment land that every effort should be made by the owner/developer to market the land accordingly for this purpose.

It was explained that in the application for housing there were also some design concerns however the continued use of valuable employment land was the priority.

Members of the public were invited to address the Council, Mr Longton from a business neighbouring the land and Mr Farnworth a local developer introduced themselves.

Mr Farnworth explained that he had been involved in negotiations to purchase the land and his company had interested parties to occupy some of the existing premises on the site and that his company had viewed the land as suitable for employment purposes with scope to develop parts of the site for use by businesses and use some of the existing buildings for others.
Mr Longton explained that his company operated on a 24 hour basis and were sited on the wider existing employment site adjacent to the site they had been interested in acquiring at least part of this land for sale for expansion purposes for several years, and had made attempts in the past to buy the land.

It was explained that as the site was an existing employment site in the Local Plan, any development proposed which would result in the loss of employment land must comply with policy 10 of the Central Lancashire Core Strategy and the Central Lancashire Controlling Re-Use of Employment Premises SPD.  That policy framework stated that proposals for re-use or redevelopment other than employment use will be assessed against this policy which requires ‘convincing evidence of lack of demand through rigorous and active 12 month marketing period for employment re-use and employment redevelopment’ and ‘an assessment of the viability of employment development including employment re-use and employment redevelopment’.
It appeared that the ‘new’ owners had only recently acquired the land and that there was no evidence of the land being marketed for employment purposes.
Councillors discussed the points raised and agreed to object on the grounds that there had been no apparent attempt to market the area for employment purposes.

Proposed C Howard
Seconded L Lynch

Carried with 1 abstention.



	25.077 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 3rd July were approved and signed as a correct record
Proposed S Perry
Seconded Dr. M France
Carried unanimously


	25.078 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

Councillor G France re-took the Chair.

(25.65) Councillor Dr M France reported that costings for completing the section of path at the end of the Boardwalk had been requested and were now waiting for approval. There had been some signage removed. No cycling signs had been requested.
(25.65) Councillor Christopher reported on email communications with the Chorley Council regarding Abbey Village Play Area. Nothing had occurred so she had ‘given up’
(25.65) Councillor Christopher also reported that a new electricity substation was to be sited in the northwest corner of the Play Area. One legal consent was now needed before work would commence. It appeared that this may be soon.
It was explained that new play equipment was planned but was to be sited where construction was likely to take place.

A second bench for the area was requested.

(25.65) Councillor Christopher provided an update on the work of the Finnington Group. Local Councils were to approve the Local Development Plans in the coming months.

The sound grounds for objection were explained.
(25.65) It was reported that Chorley Council had painted the War Memorial railings at Brinscall.
(25.66) Councillor S Perry reported that he had contacted U3A members regarding the Swimming Baths but there had been no takers as yet.

	25.079 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided a verbal report on local issues. 
The following week was the Chorley Borough Health gala featuring ‘Healthy Minds’ which would coincide with Suicide Prevention day. There would be a series of ‘pop up’ events around the town during the week.
A number of complaints regarding traffic, litter had been received and dealt with.

TPO’s had been issued for the track behind Withnell Fold Sports Club.

There were some wooden boards on the path along ‘the Pad’ which were missing. The Lengthsmen would be asked to see if work to repair could be made otherwise it would be reported to the LCC Public Rights of way team.

Contractors had been out to ‘top’ some trees along the Nature Trail as they were taking light from properties.

Replacement of a missing street sign delineating the boundary between villages along Railway Road had been requested.
Unfortunately, Brinscall Baths public opening was no nearer. Work continued to try and arrange appropriate staffing, and the opening hours had been extended in the School holidays. Opening times were also to be advertised outside the baths as an alternative to the internet.

The low water level in the local reservoirs was due to the significant lack of rain over the previous months. Tape had been placed across the ‘Shale Holes’ to deter cormorants.

The use of a pontoon on Rake Brook reservoir to keep the water flowing into The Goit was explained.

Consultation on the Local Government Review had started, Councillors were encouraged to comment on the various proposals made.

Councillor G France reported that the sign at the bottom of Bury Lane was missing and had been ordered. Fly tipping in Abbey Village had been promptly removed by the Street Cleansing Team. A letter circulated to residents in Abbey Village was explained by Councillor Christopher.
An issue at the entrance to the former Biffa Tip regarding an abandoned vehicle was being looked into.

Use of covert cameras for fly tipping operations was explained.
Councillor France was thanked for her report.


	25.080 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in July-Aug
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park various Bus shelters

5 days

General repairs/Maintenance

Bench Abbey Village -1 day

Withnell Fold 1-day

Cut back branches-Withnell Fold old Road & Entrance to Railway Park & Dole Lane -1 day

Doler Lane pavement clean
Drainage
Withnell Fold, Dole Lane 1 day

Grass cutting/Strimming
Dole Lane/Bury Lane, Railway Road 2 days

Withnell Fold -1 day

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold, Dole Lane, 1day

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Removing overhanging branches, strimming Railway Park

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 8 & re-charging – 1 day



	25.081 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Closing down of Lancs Environment Fund

Lancashire Parish & Town Council Conference 1st November

Central Lancs Sports Survey

West Pennine Moors workshop report

TPO -Withnell Fold -TPOs for 3 x sycamore, 3 x beech, 1 x lime and 1 oak on track between 35 Withnell Fold & cricket pitch

	
	Grant Applications.
There were no applications for grants.

	25.082 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Notification of proposed works to trees within Withnell Fold conservation Area. T1 - Redwood to be felled. T2 - Copper Beech, Lateral reduction up to 2m  Far Riding The Close Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8AZ Ref. No: 25/00689/TCON | Received: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Validated: Thu 24 Jul 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Alterations including raised eaves and ridge height to provide accommodation at first floor, single storey side/rear extension to garage including new pitched roof (following demolition of existing conservatory)  2 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00686/FULHH | Received: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Validated: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Notification of intention to upgrade existing telecommunications equipment including removal and replacement of 3no. antennas, removal of 2no. existing cabinets to be replaced with 1no. new cabinet and associated ancillary works thereto EE Telecommunications Mast Watsons Farm Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DY Ref. No: 25/00628/NOT | Received: Fri 04 Jul 2025 | Validated: Fri 04 Jul 2025 | Status: Unknown

Erection of 75no. dwellings and associated infrastructure following demolition of existing buildings  North East Avenue Railway Road Brinscall Chorley PR6 8RR Ref. No: 25/00757/FULMAJ | Received: Thu 14 Aug 2025 | Validated: Fri 15 Aug 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Erection of a 1.8m high boundary fence (retrospective)  1A Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00727/FULHH | Received: Mon 04 Aug 2025 | Validated: Mon 04 Aug 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Reserved matters application detailing appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale pursuant to outline planning permission ref: 25/00027/OUT (Outline planning application for the erection of an agricultural worker's dwelling. All matters reserved, except access)  Ollerton Fold Farm Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00698/REM | Received: Fri 25 Jul 2025 | Validated: Fri 25 Jul 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions

Notification of intention to upgrade existing telecommunications equipment including removal and replacement of 3no. antennas, removal of 2no. existing cabinets to be replaced with 1no. new cabinet and associated ancillary works thereto EE Telecommunications Mast Watsons Farm Bolton Road Abbey Village Chorley PR6 8DY Ref. No: 25/00628/NOT | Received: Fri 04 Jul 2025 | Validated: Fri 04 Jul 2025 | Status: Unknown

Single storey rear extension including raised patio and installation of 3no. windows to northern elevation 7 Livesey Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8SH Ref. No: 25/00521/FULHH | Received: Thu 05 Jun 2025 | Validated: Thu 12 Jun 2025 | Status: Granted

Extensions to church hall to provide new entrance and new storeroom, along with associated exterior upgrades to the building fabric (walls & roof). Hillside Methodist Church Hall Parke Road Brinscall Ref. No: 25/00511/FUL | Received: Tue 03 Jun 2025 | Validated: Wed 04 Jun 2025 | Status: Granted

Notification of proposed works to trees within WITHNELL FOLD conservation area. Fell T1 and T2. Endeavour Photography Unit 1 The Workshop Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8AU Ref. No: 25/00453/TCON | Received: Sun 18 May 2025 | Validated: Mon 19 May 2025 | Status: No Objections

Extension of existing garage to side elevation including extension to front and rear of garage and pitched roof to extended and existing garage (retrospective) 63 Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SB Ref. No: 25/00448/FULHH | Received: Thu 15 May 2025 | Validated: Thu 15 May 2025 | Status: Granted

Single storey rear extension, elevational alterations in order to facilitate conversion of existing integral garage to habitable accommodation and window alterations to front elevation Hoghton View Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00375/FULHH | Received: Tue 22 Apr 2025 | Validated: Tue 22 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Erection of stables on site of horse walker. Edge End Farm Barn Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BS Ref. No: 25/00149/FUL | Received: Thu 13 Feb 2025 | Validated: Fri 21 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

Single storey side extension New Close Farm Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8DA Ref. No: 25/00551/FULHH | Received: Thu 12 Jun 2025 | Validated: Thu 12 Jun 2025 | Status: Granted

Two storey side extension connecting to existing garage, bay window to front elevation, window alterations and first floor balcony over existing garage (following demolition of existing rear projection) 37 Thirlmere Drive Withnell Chorley PR6 8AY Ref. No: 25/00522/FULHH | Received: Thu 05 Jun 2025 | Validated: Fri 06 Jun 2025 | Status: Granted

Replacement of 4no. windows to front elevation, 2no. windows to front porch and 1no. window to rear elevation 8 Withnell Fold Withnell Chorley PR6 8BA Ref. No: 25/00432/FULHH | Received: Mon 12 May 2025 | Validated: Mon 16 Jun 2025 | Status: Granted

Councillors noted that the plastic windows at 8 Withnell Fold had now been given ‘permission’. They were not out of place and common sense had prevailed. Advice was now available for applicants.
Councillor Lynch commented on the dangers of use on the track leading to Brandwood Fold.



	25.083 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Finlay explained that copies of all ‘local plans’ and other consultation documents were held in paper form at the Post office should anyone wish to view them.

Councillor Finlay explained the proprietor of the café on School Lane had asked for a letter of support for the continued use of the garden space to the rear of the café. An application was being submitted. It was agreed that although Parish Councillors were not aware of any objections that it would not be appropriate to comment until the application was on the planning list.
Councillor Finlay also reported on possible changes at the Little Tiger restaurant to provide more covers. There was a discussion on the gable end work which was required on the premises. The land at the rear of the premises was up for auction again.

Councillor S Perry commented on tree losing their leaves early due to the drought conditions and the planting of two trees along Dick Lane, one which was close to one planted by the Parish council earlier in the year.
Councillor Jones reported on the planned ‘Workday’ in Withnell Fold in October and requested that the Millenium Green grass be cut prior to the event.

Councillor Lynch reported that one of the rose bushes planted in memory of Dr Brade had started to sprout again but had been cut again.

.


	25.084 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded K Jones
Carried Unanimously


	25.085 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday on 2nd October at St Joseph’s Club. Subsequent meetings were planned for 6th November with the possibility of 18th December discussed.
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