Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 2nd October 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; P Molyneux (Chair) A Christopher, J Finlay, S Grime, D Hardy 

C Howard, S Perry and A Wright.
Also, in attendance Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.087 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors R Flood, G France, Dr. M France, K Jones, L Lynch and A Perry
 

	25.088 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.089 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 4th September were approved and signed as a correct record
Proposed J Finlay
Seconded S Perry
Carried unanimously


	25.090 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(25.76) It was confirmed that an objection had been submitted to the planning application for 75 houses at North East Avenue, Brinscall.

(25.78) There was no further information regarding the completion of the Boardwalk at Lodge Bank.

(25.78) It was explained that some information regarding the Play Area at Abbey Village should be forthcoming soon.

(25.78) Councillor Christopher explained that a Barrister was to have the overview of objection and letter should a judicial review occur with the Finnington planning application. The timescale for consideration of the application and the delay in consultee responses was explained.
Enforcement issues at the proposed site continued.

(25.79) Councillor Hardy explained that the footpath along ‘the Pad’ would be repaired in the near future.



	25.091 
	Borough Council Report

In the absence of the Borough Councillors there was no report.
Councillors were informed of an email received  by Dr M France and were asked to consider becoming involved or contributing to involvement in the development of a Heritage Trail.

It was explained that little information was available and that ‘The Trail’ could be through Brinscall or across the Northwest Ward of Chorley Borough which incorporated the 4 villages in Withnell Parish along with Wheelton and Higher Wheelton.

Councillors were asked to review information contained on the late Boyd Harris’s website along with the information on the Chorley Historical and Archaeological Society website to see if they would be interested in becoming involved.

Local history, travel photography, trekking and other things by Boyd Harris
Chorley Historical and Archaeological Society


	25.092 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in September
Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Nil

Drainage
Withnell Fold, (1 day)

Dole Lane (1day)

Grass cutting/Strimming
Various benches/paths/ (2 days)

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Nil

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Nil

Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Liaise with landowners re hedge cutting

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day

Councillor Perry requested that repairs to the bench at the gate into Lodge Bank play area be repaired. There was also a ‘loose’ tree stump on the path to the rear of the baths.



	25.093 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Lancashire Association of Local Councils-Local Government Re-organisation Stakeholder consultation 
Lancashire Association of Local Councils meeting 3rd November re Local Government re-organisation -invite

Chorley Council Article 4 Direction re regulation and monitoring of Homes of multiple occupation.

Proposed Heritage trail

Closure of Brinscall Post Office

Councillors discussed the letter received from the Post Office regarding the proposed closure of Brinscall Post Office at the end of the year.

Councillor Grime explained that following the closure of Belmont Post Office some years ago provision had been made to provide a weekly post office counter service at St Peter’s Church in Belmont for 2 hours every Friday. It was explained that a similar provision had been made in Abbey Village, but this had now ceased due to lack of uptake.
Councillors discussed possible accessible venues in Brinscall and agreed that the Methodist Hall would be a suitable location. It was agreed to ask if they would be willing to consider accommodating post office service provision on a similar basis to that at Belmont.

Once that had been ascertained it was agreed to write to the Post office expressing disappointment at the closure but suggesting the possible alternative provision.
Proposed S Perry

Seconded A Christopher

Carried Unanimously.



	25.094 
	Audit Conclusion

The Council received and noted the Audit conclusion for the 2024/2025 accounts.

	
	Grant Applications.
An application had been received for support for the Wellbeing Garden which had been developed at Withnell Health Centre.
A number of Councillors had visited to see the provision and pictures of the planters, paths and benches were shared.

Councillors considered the issues raised and agreed to give a donation of £350 towards the scheme.

Proposed C Howard

Seconded D Hardy

Carried unanimously

	25.095 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Section 73 application to remove condition no. 4 (permission expiry date) of planning permission ref: 24/00530/FUL (Section 73 application to vary condition 3 (rear elevation door) and remove condition 5 (use of rear yard) of planning permission ref: 08/00275/FUL (Variation of condition 4 of planning permission 06/01017/FUL to vary the opening hours to 10:00 - 16:00 Monday to Friday, 10:00 - 23:00 Saturday, and 10:00 - 16:00 Sunday) to allow the rear yard to be used as a customer seating area in conjunction with the café) in order to allow the rear yard to be used as a customer seating area on a permanent basis |
The Cottage Tea Room 25A School Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QS
Decisions

Erection of a 1.8m high boundary fence (retrospective) 1A Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00727/FULHH | Received: Mon 04 Aug 2025 | Validated: Mon 04 Aug 2025 | Status: Refused

Alterations including raised eaves and ridge height to provide accommodation at first floor, porch, single storey side/rear extension to garage including new pitched roof (following demolition of existing conservatory) 2 Windsor Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8PX Ref. No: 25/00686/FULHH | Received: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Validated: Tue 22 Jul 2025 | Status: Granted

Conversion of building to create 2no. residential dwellings including single storey extension to eastern elevation, erection of 1no. detached dwelling, alterations to existing access track, new access point and other associated works Brandwood Fold Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JB Ref. No: 25/00236/FUL | Received: Tue 11 Mar 2025 | Validated: Tue 11 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

Conversion of building to create 2no. residential dwellings including single storey extension to eastern elevation, erection of 2no. detached dwellings, alterations to existing access track, new access point and other associated works Brandwood Fold Farm Chorley Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8JB Ref. No: 25/00235/FUL | Received: Tue 11 Mar 2025 | Validated: Mon 17 Mar 2025 | Status: Granted

Councillors discussed the request made at the previous meeting to support the application at The Cottage Tea Room.
There was a discussion on the principles involved of supporting an application. It was agreed that by not objecting to an application support was implicit and that to agree to one request for support would set an unnecessary precedent for consideration of any future planning applications

	25.096 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor Christopher explained that a request for an update on the bridge works at Abbey Village had been requested.
Councillor Christopher explained the concern raised by some local residents regarding the proliferation of flags. As the flags were attached to lampposts the issue lay with the County Council

Councillor Wright requested if it was possible to request signs regarding litter disposal on Well Lane/Edge Gate Lane near to the waterfall. Councillor Wright explained a recent incident when he had challenged possible fly tipping. 

Further to the discussion earlier in the meeting regarding the proposed Heritage Trail Councillors again discussed possible involvement in the arrangements and were informed about local places of interest including magical bus journeys, a visit to ‘Finlay’s Parlour’ and Hatch Book waterfall.
Councillor Howard reported that the plaque from Withnell Fold Methodist Chapel was now installed on the outside wall of 23 Withnell Fold.
Councillor Perry reported that a photographer had recently been taking pictures of the stone trough at Well Lane. The trough had looked ‘lovely’


	25.097 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed C Howard
Seconded S Grime
Carried Unanimously


	25.098 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 7.00pm on Thursday 6th November at St Joseph’s Club. 
It was agreed the December meeting would take place on Thursday 18th December at 6.30pm followed by a meal at the Little Tiger.
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