Withnell Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting held at St Joseph’s Club 
on 6th November 2025
PRESENT: Councillors; P Molyneux (Chair) A Christopher, J Finlay, R Flood, 

G France, Dr. M France, S Grime, C Howard, L Lynch, A Perry and S Perry.
Also, in attendance Ms B Winter, Mr J Hannett, Dr M Duggleby and Mr B Golding (Clerk)
	25.0100 
	Apologies

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Councillors D Hardy, K Jones, and A Wright
 

	25.0101 
	Church of England Housing Project/Parcel of Land Withnell St Paul’s Church.

Councillor G France declared an interest as a member of another public body.

The Chair welcomed Beki Winter (Housing Project Manager Church of England) Mr Joe Hannett (Community Futures) and Dr Mike Duggleby (Church Warden St Paul’s) to the meeting. They each introduced themselves.

Ms Winter explained the Church of England arrangements for land ownership and explained that the Church of England’s Housing Project aimed to provide affordable housing for people in need whilst improving community facilities and supporting Parish finances. The project encouraged Churches to re-purpose surplus land to support community need.

A ’Rural Exception Site’ was proposed for a small plot of land to the north side of the track adjacent to St Paul’s Church. Councillors were remined that Rural Exception Sites had been explained at a previous meeting and did not require normal planning application rules.
It wase explained that a grant had been given to fund work for an architect to design properties for the site and a contractor Tysons who had previous experience of affordable homes projects had been involved. The plans were explained.

Following the previous presentation to the Parish Council in July 2024 a Housing Needs Survey had been undertaken, however the response had not been good. That was the norm for such surveys, however.

Mr Hannett explained the survey had not been as useful as had been though at the time. There had been 9 responses in total with 7 of those looking for affordable housing. Data indicating the need was now available via a Consultant.
Councillors asked what the Church would receive for selling the land I, it was explained they would get £10000 per unit but that the reason for the proposed scheme was to meet the need.
Councillors asked if there was any provision for adaptive housing being made within the proposed scheme. It was explained it could be incorporated if needed. There was a discussion on the demand for ‘old peoples bungalows’
Mr Hannett explained that the responses to thew survey had all been from young people. It was confirmed the survey had been conducted by leaflet with access to the survey via a QR code. It was explained that a different approach would now be taken.

Councillor Dr M France explained that there would information in the Local Plan on housing need.

Councillors asked how the need compares to other local areas. It was explained that Chorley Council would have the information, and it would be published early in 2026 as part of the new Central Lancs Development Plan.

Councillors asked if the housing mix in the current plan change as the plans moved forward, it was explained that would be undertaken by consultation if needed.

Councillors asked if the housing would be for sale or to rent, it was explained the properties would be sold to a Housing Association and would be in shared ownership. There were already housing associations interested in the scheme.

Councillors asked if any other similar schemes had been built on Green Belt land. It was explained this information was not known.

Councillors asked for confirmation that the land would be sold to a Housing Association, it was confirmed that was the proposal but that there were controls in place to guarantee that the scheme would remain as affordable housing in perpetuity.

It was explained that first refusal on the properties would be to local people but if not enough came forward than that would cascade to other communities.

Councillors asked if there had been any response form the residents of Livesey Fold, it was believed there was one resident wishing to be kept informed.

Councillors discussed the access to the proposed site and asked if there were any alternatives, it was explained there weren’t but that the access would be wider than the current arrangements.

Councillors asked about the Housing Association provider and if it could the current Chorley registered provider, it was explained this was not known currently.

Councillors though the access road was currently unadopted highway and that the farmhouse further up the track believed they had access right. This could not be confirmed.

Thanks, were given for the presentation. The representatives left the meeting.
Councillors would need to consider supporting the scheme in order for it to be deemed Rural exception Land. It was agreed that would be considered at the next meeting in December.



	25.0102 
	Membership

There were no changes to report.


	25.0103 
	Minutes of the previous meeting

The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October were approved and signed as a correct record
Proposed S Perry
Seconded A Christopher
Carried unanimously

	25.0104 
	Matters Arising from the Minutes

(25.78) Councillor Christopher reported that updated assessments had been submitted by the applicant for the Finnington planning application. The employment asse4ssemnt contradicted the first assessment submitted and the size of the buildings had changed. It was explained that no site in use anywhere in the country provided employment for as many as was claimed.
(25.93) It was clarified that Mrs Melling from Hillside Methodist Church had agreed to arrange for the Leadership at Hillside Methodist Chapel to consider the arrangements for accommodating a weekly post office provision.
(25.97) Councillor Dr M France explained the Borough Councils view on the flags placed on Lancashire County Council’s lamp posts particularly in light of previous LCC warnings about flower baskets on lamp posts.

Councillor Molyneux explained that at the recent Town & Parish Council annual Conference the  question if the flags had been given a licence had been asked of the County Councillor present, they had stated that there was no point in taking enforcement action if the flags were going to be put back up.



	25.0105 
	Borough Council Report

Councillor Dr M France provided a report on local issues.

A street sweep had been requested for the areas around the respective War Memorials.
Councillor France was asked if it was possible to arrange a sweep around the Health Centre footpath as leaves were causing a hazard.

There had been flooding issues at the Hatch brook overflow, the issues had been raised with UU who had carried out some work, the area was a muddy mess, but the surface water had mostly gone. Regular maintenance would be requested to help prevent future flooding.

Councillor France explained she had met with Debbie Pope regarding the proposed Heritage Trail. It was to be a possible walking route, similar to the Platinum Jubilee walk incorporating local places of interest such as the Continuation Hospital, site of the Cinema, railway Station etc, suggestions for inclusion were invited.
An update on Briscall baths was provided, progress was being made with a Diving Club interested but available sessions were booked up. Talks continued.

There had been an issue with the siting of a grit bin at Withnell Fold, a new, very full, LCC bright yellow bin had been placed on the aqueduct next to the Stocks.

The footpath on the Pad had been repaired, thanks were expressed to the Lengthsmen.

There had been two fly tipping issues on Twistmoor Lane. Chorley Borough were keen on prosecuting offenders, the use of cameras to capture images of perpetrators was explained.

Following the recent survey of view regarding Abbey Village Play Area work was planned in Spring 2026 with play equipment and flooring work planned.

Councillor Chritopher explained the planned Northwest Electricity work which would impact the Play Area.

Councillor G France explained that the Rangers were to clear an area to the right of the entrance to Railway Park once ownership of the land had been confirmed.

Councillor Dr M France reported that following the expressions of concern regarding the loss of the Post Office facility she had entere3d into correspondence with Post office representatives. A letter stating the branch was not sustainable was read to the meeting, however in a Zoom meeting with another representative it had been stated that the Branch was a viable option and there was the possibility of an interested party. The provision was likely to be advertised in the near future.
Councillors asked if the Parish Council were going to do anything officially to mark the retirement of the present Postmaster/Mistress. There was a discussion on setting a precedent for other long serving businesses which served the community. It was agreed that a letter of recognition/ appreciation for the many years of service provided to residents of Brinscall and surrounding communities would be in order.

Councillor Dr M France was thanked for her report and work o behalf of local residents.



	25.0106 
	Lengthsmen Report -Work undertaken in October
 Litter Picking/Fly Tipping Removal

Litter Pick; Abbey Village, Railway Road, Railway Park (3 days)

General repairs/Maintenance

Clean and tidy War memorials (2days)

Drainage
Withnell Fold, (1 day)

Dole Lane (1day)

Grass cutting/Strimming
Various benches/paths/ (2 days)

Withnell Fold Millenium Green (1 day)

Clearing leaves & weeds

Withnell Fold (1day)

Tree/Shrub/Bulb planting
Bulbs delivered to Withnell Fold

Hedgerow Laying/planting- 
Conservation projects
Nil
Public Rights of Way Improvement
Pad repairs (1 day)
Walling

Nil
Liaise with Parish Council, Farmers/landowners/Countryside service
Nil

Other
Change of location of Spid x 4 & re-charging – ½ day



	25.0107 
	Correspondence

The Council noted the correspondence since the last meeting which included.
Various Chorley Council papers

Trading Standards Consumer alerts

Post Office closure suggestion

Parish & Town Council newsletter

Objection re planning application-Oakmere Avenue

LCC footpath alteration agreement-Ollerton Fold
CIL income 2025/2026



	
	Grant Applications.

Councillors G France and C Howard declared an interest and left the meeting.
Applications had been received for support from Hillside Methodist Church for a contribution towards the Annual Friday Hub Christmas party and for the Brinscall Community Nativity (£510) and from St Joseph’s Community Club for their continued provision of a ’Welcome Space’ and for the Pensioners Christmas party. (£1000)

Councillors discussed the merits of the respective applications and agreed that it was very important to support local activities that helped to bring people together.

A query regarding the numbers attending the ‘Welcome Space’ provision was checked with the Club Steward who confirmed around 20 attended.

It was proposed that the grants be provided as requested. 
Proposed S Perry
Seconded R Flood
Carried unanimously

(with two absent for the discussions and vote)

Councillors G France and C Howard re-joined the meeting.


	25.0108 
	Planning Applications Since Last Meeting
Application for a certificate of lawfulness for a proposed extension to an existing detached outbuilding  Archers Rough Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BH Ref. No: 25/01000/CLPUD | Received: Fri 17 Oct 2025 | Validated: Fri 17 Oct 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision
Outline application for up to 4no. dwellings, following demolition of existing buildings, with all matters reserved except for details of access  Gabbotts Farm Bury Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8SW Ref. No: 25/00993/OUT | Received: Wed 15 Oct 2025 | Validated: Wed 15 Oct 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Permission in principle application for the erection of up to 3no. dwellings Land South Of Gabbotts Farm Bury Lane Withnell Ref. No: 25/00982/PIP | Received: Tue 14 Oct 2025 | Validated: Wed 22 Oct 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Permission in principle application for the erection of up to five dwellinghouses  Land Adjacent To Oakmere Avenue Withnell Chorley PR6 8AXRef. No: 25/00960/PIP | Received: Wed 08 Oct 2025 | Validated: Tue 14 Oct 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision
Roof dormers to both side elevations, single storey rear extension (following demolition of existing side dormer and part of existing single storey rear extension) 4 Ash Meadow Lane Brinscall Chorley PR6 8JU Ref. No: 25/00935/FULHH | Received: Thu 02 Oct 2025 | Validated: Thu 02 Oct 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

New roof to existing bungalow including raised ridge and eaves height, and front and rear dormers, changes to existing single storey rear extension, extension to existing driveway, and associated elevational alterations (Retrospective) 8 Larch Drive Brinscall Chorley PR6 8QN Ref. No: 25/00922/FULHH | Received: Tue 30 Sep 2025 | Validated: Tue 30 Sep 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Prior Notification of change of use of agricultural barn to include commercial use under Schedule 2, Part 3, Class R of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) (England) Order 2015  Knowles Farm Blackburn Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BJ Ref. No: 25/00902/PNOT | Received: Tue 23 Sep 2025 | Validated: Tue 23 Sep 2025 | Status: Awaiting decision

Decisions 
Reserved matters application detailing appearance, landscaping, layout, and scale pursuant to outline planning permission ref: 25/00027/OUT (Outline planning application for the erection of an agricultural worker's dwelling. All matters reserved, except access) and the discharge of condition nos. 2 (materials and finished floor levels), 4 and 5 (drainage) and 9 (reasonable avoidance measures for great crested newts) of the outline planning permission. Ollerton Fold Farm Ollerton Lane Withnell Chorley PR6 8BW Ref. No: 25/00698/REM | Received: Fri 25 Jul 2025 | Validated: Fri 25 Jul 2025 | Status: Granted

Erection of detached outbuilding (garage) and construction of new driveway Higher Close Cottage Bolton Road Withnell Chorley PR6 8BY Ref. No: 25/00355/FULHH | Received: Thu 10 Apr 2025 | Validated: Thu 10 Apr 2025 | Status: Granted

Councillor G France withdrew from the meeting.
Councillors discussed two applications in depth, the application at Gabbotts Farm and the application at Oakmere Avenue.

It was agreed that both applications bore similar traits, and it was agreed to object on the basis that the proposals were considered to be inappropriate development within the Green Belt exceeding the current footprint of buildings in the Gabbotts Farm case.


Councillors also felt the developments were not accessible by sustainable transport and had poor access to services.

The possibility of bat habitat being destroyed was suggested so a survey would be requested prior to consideration by the Borough Council.
Concern regarding the reasoning for two applications at Gabbotts Farm was raised, the 4 house and the 3 house applications would make 7 dwellings if approved.


	25.0109 
	Councillors Issues 
Councillor A Perry asked if it was possible to arrange for the railings adjacent to the War memorials at St Paul’s Church and Abbey Village could be painted similarly to the work carried out bey Chorley Borough at Brinscall.

It was explained that both railings were the responsibility of others, however the Vicar at St Paul’s had asked for volunteers to come forward to help to spruce up the area. Councillor Grime agreed to ask the Vicar, when opportunity arose, if the Lengthsmen could undertake the work if the Church provided the paint.

The railings at Abbey Village were the responsibility of the Trustees of the School and would likely involve work along the whole front of the school which would be impractical during term time.
Councillor Christopher asked that action to make safe the path along the top of the railway culvert be taken, the Borough’s Rangers had taped off the area, but it was felt there was still a risk. Councillor Dr M France would take the matter up.
Councillor Lynch explained that the Patient Partnership Group at the Health Centre had re-established the re-cycling scheme which operated twice a month.
Councillor Finlay reported that the GREAT AGM was to be held at 7.00pm on 27th November.
Councillor Perry reported that there were issues with the footpath at Pike Low, it was confirmed this had been reported.
Councillor Howard reported that trees had been cut down and were blocking the access path to the pond to the east of Withnell Fold along the Canal. Councillor Dr M France agreed to alert colleagues in Brindle Parish of the issue.


	25.0110 
	Accounts for Payment
See Appendix A
Proposed G France
Seconded R Flood
Carried Unanimously


	25.0111 
	Date and Time of next meeting.
The next meeting would be held at 6.30pm on Thursday 18th December at St Joseph’s Club. 
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